
 
 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Board of Education Agenda 
 
Date of Meeting:  January 11, 2006          Time: As Shown      
Location: Conference Rooms D & E, James Monroe State Office Building 
  101 North 14th Street, Richmond, Virginia 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
9:00 a.m.  FULL BOARD CONVENES   ` 

  
Moment of Silence 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of Minutes of the November 30, 2005, Meeting of the Board 
 
Public Comment 
 
Action/Discussion on Board of Education Regulations  
 
A. Final Review of Regulations Governing the Re-enrollment of Students Committed to the 

Department of Juvenile Justice (8 VAC 20-660-10 et seq.) 
 
Action/Discussion Items 
 
B. First Review of Additions to the Board-Approved List of Instructional Models/Programs that 

Include Instructional Methods to Satisfy Provisions in Regulations Establishing Accrediting 
Standards for Public Schools in Virginia 

 
C. First Review of Additions to the Board-Approved List of Supplemental Educational Services 

Providers Under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 
 
D. First Review of the Proposal to Establish Mountain Vista Governor’s School Serving Students 

in School Divisions from Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, and Warren 
Counties and the City of Winchester 

 
E. First Review of Timeline for the Review and Approval of the Revised Foreign Language 

Standards of Learning 
 
F. First Review of the Annual Report for State-Funded Remedial Programs 
 
G. First Review of a Proposal to Revise the Accreditation Guidelines to Clarify the Pass Rates 

Required for the New Reading and Mathematics Tests in Grades 4, 6, and 7 in the 2006-2007 
Accreditation Ratings 

 



 
 

 
 
 
DISCUSSION OF CURRENT ISSUES - by Board of Education Members and Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING ADJOURNMENT: 
 
H. Public Hearing on the Proposed Revisions to the Fine Arts Standards of Learning 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
The Board of Education members will have dinner at 6:30 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza Hotel on Tuesday, January 10, 
2006.  Items for the Board agenda may be discussed informally at that dinner.  No votes will be taken, and it is open 
to the public.     
 

GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

1. The Board of Education is pleased to receive public comment at each of its regular monthly meetings.  In 
order to allow the Board sufficient time for its other business, the total time allotted to public comment 
will generally be limited to thirty (30) minutes.  Individuals seeking to speak to the Board will be allotted 
three (3) minutes each. 

 
2. Those wishing to speak to the Board should contact Dr. Margaret Roberts, executive assistant for board 

relations at (804) 225-2924.  Normally, speakers will be scheduled in the order that their requests are 
received until the entire allotted time slot has been used.  Where issues involving a variety of views are 
presented before the Board, the Board reserves the right to allocate the time available so as to insure that 
the Board hears from different points of view on any particular issue. 

 
3. Speakers are urged to contact Dr. Roberts in advance of the meeting.  Because of time limitations, those 

persons who have not previously registered to speak prior to the day of the Board meeting cannot be 
assured that they will have an opportunity to appear before the Board. 

 
4. In order to make the limited time available most effective, speakers are urged to provide multiple written 

copies of their comments or other material amplifying their views. 
 

 



 

Board of Education Agenda Item 
 
Item:                    A.     Date:     January 11, 2006        
 

Topic:  Final Review of Regulations Governing the Re-enrollment of Students Committed to the 
Department of Juvenile Justice (8 VAC 20-660-10 et seq.) 

 
Presenter: Dr. Cynthia A. Cave, Director, Office of Student Services                                                                                                                                           
Telephone Number: 804-225-2818    E-Mail Address: Cynthia.Cave@doe.virginia.gov 
 
Origin: 

____ Topic presented for information only (no board action required)  

____ Board review required by 
   X   State or federal law or regulation 
____ Board of Education regulation 
         Other:                    

   X     Action requested at this meeting    ____ Action requested at future meeting:  __________ (date) 

Previous Review/Action: 

____ No previous board review/action 

    X   Previous review/action 
date   September 22, 2004  
action    Approval of Notice of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRA) to Promulgate Regulations 
  Governing Re-enrollment Plans 

date      February 23, 2005

            action   Approval of First Review of Proposed Regulations Governing Re-enrollment Plans 
            
            date     November 30, 2005 
            action  Deferral until January 11, 2006
 
          
Background Information:  
 
Section 22.1-17.1 of the Code establishes the responsibility of the Board of Education to promulgate 
regulations for the re-enrollment of children who have been in the custody of the Department of Juvenile 
Justice (DJJ) into the public schools as follows: 
 
 
 

 § 22.1-17.1. Regulations for re-enrollment.  



The Board of Education, in cooperation with the Board of Correctional Education, 
shall promulgate regulations for the re-enrollment in the public schools of children 
who have been in the custody of the Department of Juvenile Justice. Such 
regulations shall include the components required in a reenrollment plan and shall 
provide for consistency in the curricula, standards and policies between the 
educational programs required by this title, and those of the Board of Correctional 
Education.  

The re-enrollment plan’s purpose is to facilitate sharing of information about a student’s record and the 
planning for placement in public schools upon release from correctional facilities, in order that 
educational services continue without disruption.  Preparation of the re-enrollment plan relies on 
communication and information sharing among school divisions, DJJ juvenile correctional and court 
services units, and the Department of Correctional Education (DCE) juvenile schools (§ 16.1-293 and     
 § 22.1-17.1 of the Code).   

Subsequent to the enactment of § 22.1-17.1, the Departments of Education, Correctional Education, and 
Juvenile Justice developed model re-enrollment procedures and provided statewide training on re-
enrollment planning.  In 2000, the Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) funded an evaluation 
of the re-enrollment process and plan by the College of William and Mary. The study included a survey 
of persons involved in implementation of the model plan procedures, focus groups, and interviews with 
parents.  Recommendations from the evaluation included the need for revisions to procedures and 
additional staff training on the re-enrollment planning process.  An interagency planning committee with 
representatives from DOE, DCE, DJJ, and school divisions revised the re-enrollment planning 
procedures and trained school divisions staff, DCE guidance counselors, transition specialists, and 
probation/parole officers in 2003.  
The evaluation of the process provided information that was used by an interagency committee with 
representatives from DCE, DJJ, DOE, and school divisions in the drafting of regulations that were brought 
before the Board of Education in 2002.  The draft regulations were authorized by the Board of Education for 
continuation in the promulgation requirements of the Administrative Process Act.  However, the required 
review process was not completed within the necessary time period, and the regulations could not be 
brought before the Board of Education for final adoption. 
 
On September 22, 2004, the Board of Education approved a Notice of Intended Regulatory Action for 
Re-enrollment in Public Schools of Children in the Custody of the Department of Juvenile Justice.  A 
Re-enrollment Task Force of 16 members was convened and met on October 25, 2004, to discuss re-
enrollment and areas of concern.  The members included a parent, an involved citizen, an advocate from 
JustChildren, a principal from the public schools, a principal from an alternative school, an 
administrator for student conduct who handles transition in a school division, a principal in a juvenile 
correctional center high school, parole officers, and representatives from the Department of Correctional 
Education, the Department of Juvenile Justice, and the Department of Education. 
  
The task force discussed the requirements of the Code, the work that had been done thus far to establish 
procedures for re-enrollment and coordination among agencies and the school divisions, and the process 
that currently takes place. Issues were identified that affect the success of transitioning from the school 
division to the juvenile justice system and back into the school system in terms of continuity for the 
student's education. Using the list of issues as a framework, a representative subcommittee of the full 
task force drafted regulations, which were reviewed by the entire task force.  Subsequent revisions in 



response to the comments of task force members produced the proposed regulations. 
 
The goals of the regulations include the following: 
 
• Creating a positive impact on the family, the student, court services, school divisions, correctional 

centers, and detention homes/centers as they are seeking to continue the student’s education upon his 
or her release from a juvenile correctional center   
 

• Providing for consistency in curricula, standards and policies among all educational programs   
 

• Providing for the timely transfer of information among court services, school divisions and 
correctional centers or detention homes/centers  

 
On February 23, 2005, the Board of Education waived first review and approved the proposed 
regulations and authorized staff to proceed with the remaining steps required by the Administrative 
Process Act.  On September 21, 2005, a public hearing was held to receive comments on the proposed 
regulations.    Based on the comments received, the proposed regulations have been amended to provide 
clarity and increased specificity concerning procedures to allow school age students above the 
compulsory school age to be included, and to specify the inclusion of detention centers.   
 
At the Board of Education meeting of November 30, 2005, JustChildren proposed three additional 
amendments to the proposed regulations in the interest of clarity and emphasis.  The proposed 
amendments would: 
 

• Replace the language in Part III, 8 VAC 20-660-40 C.(1), that is, “The re-enrollment plan shall 
make it possible for the student to enroll and receive instruction in the receiving school district 
within two school days of release.” with  “The re-enrollment plan shall be implemented by the 
receiving school division within two days of the student’s release.”   

 
• Add an ending clause to the last sentence in Part III, 8 VAC 20-660-40 A.(4) as follows:  “The 

student shall be consulted in the development of the plan “and have the opportunity to 
participate, by telephonic or electronic means, in the meeting where the final re-enrollment plan 
is developed.”   

 
• Use a consistent and standard definition for “eligible” when referring to students or youth 

affected by the regulations. JustChildren suggested the following language be used in place of 
“eligible”:  “who is of school attendance age or is eligible for special education services pursuant 
to Section 22.1-213 of the Code of Virginia.”  

 
The Code of Virginia in § 22.1-1 provides a definition of “person of school age” as “a person who will 
have reached his fifth birthday on or before September 30 of the school year and who has not reached 
twenty years of age on or before August 1 of the school year.”   Section 22.1-5 of the Code allows 
school boards to accept students “for whom English is a second language who entered school in Virginia 
for the first time after reaching their twelfth birthday, and who have not reached 22 years of age on or 
before August 1 of the school year.” Should the above suggestion to use a standard definition of 
“eligible” be accepted, Part I, Definitions, 8 VAC 20-660-10 would be amended to add the following:  



“Eligible” means of school age or eligible for special education services as defined in §§ 22.1-1, 22.1-5, 
and 22.1-213 of the Code of Virginia.” 
 
The Board of Education deferred final action on the regulations until the January 2006 board meeting to 
allow time for consideration of the suggested changes.  
 
Summary of Major Elements: 
 
The “Summary of Major Elements” presents the changes recommended to the proposed regulations as a 
result of the public comments received since the board approved them for review according to the 
Administrative Process Act. They include the suggestion to add a standard definition of “eligible” in 
order to provide consistency in the proposed regulations. Language in 8 VAC 20-660-40 C, Part III, 
remains as proposed in the November 30 document since it reflects the objectives of student 
participation in re-enrollment planning and the accomplishment of student re-enrollment with receipt of 
instruction within a maximum of two days of release through adherence to the proposed procedures. 
.  
The Foreword, which explains its purpose and goals: 
 
• Detention homes and centers are specified as addressed by regulations 
 
Part I, which provides definitions of terms: 
 
• Definition of “educational status” added for specificity   
• Definition of “eligible” added for consistency and specificity 
• Reference to “compulsory school attendance” in “educational programs” deleted to expand 

application to students age 18 and over 
• Reference to “compulsory” deleted from school attendance age in definition of “preliminary re-

enrollment plan” to expand eligibility for students to have a re-enrollment plan to students age 18 
and over 

• Definition of “re-enrollment” added for specification and clarity 
• References to detention home/center personnel and Individualized Education Plan (IEP) team added 

to personnel who work with the re-enrollment coordinator under definition of “re-enrollment 
coordinator” to include detention centers/homes and to specify involvement of IEP team if 
applicable 

• Under definition of “re-enrollment team,” “or qualified designee” added after “special education 
director” to permit designee to participate in re-enrollment team meetings when special education 
director is not available 

• Under definition of “re-enrollment team,” reference to required consultation with the student added 
to specify participation in planning 

• Under definition of “re-enrollment team,” reference to coordination with IEP team if student is 
eligible for special education added for specificity 

• Definition of “students in detention homes/centers:” added to specify those students remaining in 
detention homes or centers for more than 30 calendar days 

• Under definition of “transition team,” references to detention homes/centers and the IEP team if 
applicable are added to include detention and to specify coordination with IEP team 



• Under definition of “transition team,” “in consultation with the student” added to reference to 
development of preliminary re-enrollment plan to specify participation of the student  

 
Part II, 8 VAC 20-660-30, which presents the minimum components of the re-enrollment plan: 
 
• Under A.(1), reference to educational status and recommendations “at” commitment changed to 

“prior to” commitment for clarity  
• Under A.(4), reference to educational goals “developed in coordination with the student’s IEP team 

if applicable” added for specificity 
• Under A, number 8 added to include contact information for agencies involved in development of 

re-enrollment plans for specificity   
 
Part III, 8 VAC 20-660-40, which delineates the re-enrollment process, procedures, and responsibilities 
of participating agencies and school divisions: 
 
• Under A. Notification and Convening of Teams (1) “detention home/center educational program 

principal” added to parties to receive notification of release or scheduled case review in court 
• Under A.(2), “detention home/center superintendent” added to parties responsible for providing a 

letter of pending release to the receiving school division  
• Under A.(3), “Detention Home Educational Program” added to parties responsible for forwarding 

the student’s scholastic record and preliminary re-enrollment plan to school division re-enrollment 
coordinator 

• Under A.(3),  “student” amended to “student’s” for clarity in reference to scholastic record 
• Under A.(3) and A.(4), consultation with the student has been added to specify participation in the 

development of the preliminary re-enrollment plan and final re-enrollment plan.   
• Under B. Development of Final Re-Enrollment Plan (1)(d), “contact information” for the members 

of the transition and re-enrollment teams for specificity 
• Under B.(1)(e), reference to “an approved IEP if the student is enrolled in special education” is 

added for specificity 
• Under C.  Re-enrollment, number 4 is added to require “weekly counseling for a determined period 

of time” upon re-enrollment to support the transition for the student 
• Under C, number 5 is added to specify the protection of the confidentiality of the student’s juvenile 

justice record 
 
Part IV, 8 VAC 20-660-50, which provides the procedures for the maintenance and transfer of the 
scholastic record: 
 
• Under B., reference to “special education eligibility and services” added for inclusion in student’s 

record 
• Under B., reference to detention home/center and Detention Home Education Program added to 

parties to receive student’s record 
• Under C., reference to Detention Home Education Program added to parties to provide year-end 

transcripts to sending school division 
Superintendent's Recommendation: 

 



The Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education approve the 
proposed Regulations Governing the Re-enrollment of Students Committed to the Department of 
Juvenile Justice and authorize staff of the Department of Education to proceed with notification of 
stakeholders and provision of information to school divisions. 

 

Impact on Resources: 

The impact on resources is not expected to be significant.  There will be some administrative costs to 
local school divisions that must increase the numbers of individual staff members who participate in re-
enrollment planning. 
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action: 
 
Upon approval, information will be provided to school divisions and to the Boards of Correctional 
Education and Juvenile Justice, and to the Departments of Correctional Education and Juvenile Justice.   
Joint training sessions will be planned and implemented. 



Topic: First Review of Additions to the Board-Approved List of Instructional Models/Programs that 
Include Instructional Methods to Satisfy Provisions in Regulations Establishing Accrediting 
Standards for Public Schools in Virginia 

 
Presenter:  Dr. Linda M. Wallinger, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction                                            
                                   
 
Telephone Number:  (804) 225-2034 E-Mail Address:  Linda.Wallinger@doe.virginia.gov 
 
Origin: 

____ Topic presented for information only (no board action required)  

  X       Board review required by 
 

____ State or federal law or regulation 
   X      Board of Education regulation 
         Other:                    

  X    Action requested at this meeting    ____ Action requested at future meeting:   

Previous Review/Action: 

____ No previous board review/action 

  X    Previous review/action 
date:   July 27, 2005 
action:   The Board of Education approved additions to the list of models. 

 
Background Information:  
Section 8 VAC 20-131-310 of the Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in 
Virginia as adopted by the Virginia Board of Education on July 28, 2000, require:  
 

B. Any school that is rated Accredited with Warning in English or mathematics is expected to adopt 
an instructional method that has a proven track record of success at raising student achievement 
in those areas as appropriate. 

C. The superintendent and principal shall certify in writing to the Board that such a method has 
been adopted and implemented. 

D. The Board shall publish a list of recommended instructional methods which may be amended 
from time to time. 

E. Adoption of instructional methods referenced in subdivisions B and D of this subsection shall be 
funded by eligible local, state, and federal funds. 

 

 

Board of Education Agenda Item 
 
Item:                        B.      Date:      January 11, 2006       
 



On January 6, 2003, the Board of Education approved revisions to the criteria for identifying and 
selecting these models/programs that include instructional methods. The revisions are based on the No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) emphasis on the use of scientifically-based research as a criterion 
for evaluating programs, particularly those programs purchased with federal funds.  

Criteria for Recommended Models/Programs 
 
1. Scientifically-based evidence of effectiveness: The effectiveness of models/programs is justified 

based on scientific research that involves the application of rigorous, systematic, and objective 
procedures to obtain reliable and valid knowledge on the models/programs.  The major components 
of the model/program include instructional methods and practices that have been verified through 
scientifically-based research.  The research that documents improvement in student achievement 
has presented convincing evidence that the observed results were based on the model/program 
intervention. The effectiveness of the model/program in improving student achievement has been 
demonstrated in Virginia and is based on effective research-based strategies.  Gains in student 
achievement on Virginia’s Standards of Learning tests have been sustained over time. 

 
2. Implementation and capacity for technical assistance: The model/program has explained the 

essential ingredients necessary to make the program fully operational, including estimates of the 
costs, with respect to time and money, and the requirements for implementation. The program 
managers have described in detail their capacity, in terms of technical assistance, to provide the 
staff development, consultation, and support necessary for successful implementation in a number 
of Virginia schools. 

 
3. Replicability:  The effectiveness of the model/program has been demonstrated through multiple 

investigations in numerous locations with low-achieving students. 
  
4. Correlation with or adaptability to the Virginia Standards of Learning in English or 

mathematics: The content of the model/program correlates with the Virginia Standards of Learning 
in English or mathematics or the model/program can be adapted to the Virginia Standards of 
Learning.  

 
At the February 26, 2004, Board of Education meeting, revisions to the disclaimers for identifying and 
selecting models/programs that include instructional methods as provided in 8 VAC 20-131-310 B-E 
were approved.  
 
Disclaimers: 
1. Recommendation of instructional methods or models/programs with a proven track record is not 

intended as a guarantee that the program will be successful as implemented in a particular school. 
Prior to or concurrently with adopting any model/program, a school is expected to align its 
curriculum with the Standards of Learning.  School divisions are permitted to choose instructional 
methods or models/programs that are not recommended so long as they meet the Board of 
Education’s criteria. School divisions selecting this option must submit for approval, on forms 
provided by the Department of Education, documentation that the instructional methods or 
models/programs chosen meet the board’s criteria prior to implementation.  

 
 
 
 



2. Some of the instructional models/programs have an associated textbook that may not be on the list 
of instructional materials reviewed or recommended as part of the state textbook adoption process. 
Recommendation of a model or instructional method should not be interpreted as endorsement of 
the associated textbook materials. Before adopting any model/program with associated materials, 
the school should determine whether there is sufficient Standards of Learning correlation for the 
grade level or course where the method will be used. 

3. Products and services on the list may not be available in all areas of the commonwealth. School 
divisions are responsible for negotiating contracts with vendors for products or services. 

 
Summary of Major Elements 
 
The Board of Education established that there would be a quarterly review of instructional 
models/programs to satisfy the provisions of the Regulations Establishing Accrediting Standards for 
Public Schools in Virginia. Attached is a list of proposed additional models/programs for consideration 
by the Board of Education. 
 
Superintendent's Recommendation: 
 
The Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education waive first 
review and adopt the two additional programs as proposed for the board-approved list. 
 
Impact on Resources: 
 
Adoption of instructional models/programs to meet the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-310 B and D shall 
be funded by eligible local, state, and federal funds.  The Department of Education reviews and 
evaluates instructional models/programs submitted for inclusion in the board’s list.  This impact can be 
absorbed by the existing resources of the agency.  If the agency is required to absorb additional 
responsibilities related to this review and evaluation, other services may be impacted. 
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action:  N/A 



Attachment 
 

Proposed Additions 
 

Virginia Board of Education Approved Models/Programs that Include Instructional Methods 
That Have Proven to Be Successful with Low-Achieving Students 

January 11, 2006 
 

 
English/Reading 

Model/Program K - 3 4 - 8 9 - 12 
Supplemental/Intervention:    
Destination Reading X   
SuccessMaker Enterprise X X   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Destination Reading 

 
IN BRIEF 
Developer Riverdeep 
Year Established 1998 
# Schools Served  Nine Schools in Virginia 
Level PreK-3 
Primary Goal Provide a comprehensive, electronically 

based reading curriculum that keeps 
children motivated, on task, and eager to 
return to the program. 

Main Features Destination Reading Courses I and II are 
Riverdeep’s reading software programs via 
site-based or Web-based delivery.  
Riverdeep provides professional 
development focusing on implementation of 
the software and also provides technical 
support for installation and upgrades. 
 
Destination Reading’s key to achieving 
success with low achieving students is to 
individualize their instruction via a model 
that begins with student assessment.  The 
assessment features of Destination Reading 
identify where the student is having 
difficulty and provide prescriptive lessons 
and tutorials that address those specific 
needs.  A post-test helps the teacher track 
student learning.  Engaging graphics and 
animation are designed to capture and hold 
students’ attention.   

Results Destination Reading is a relatively new 
program and has two years of data 
available.  Low achieving students in 
Hanover County and Wise County have 
shown improvement using the Destination 
Reading Program.     

Impact on Instruction None 
Impact on Organizational Staffing None  
Impact on Schedule Yes, scheduling access to computers 
Subject-Area Programs Provided by 
Developer 

Reading 

Students Served  
       Title I/Economically Disadvantaged Yes 
       English-language learners Yes 
       Students with Disabilities No 
       Minority Students No 
       Urban Yes 



       Rural Yes 
Parental Involvement No 
Technology Yes 
Materials No 
 
Origin/Scope 
Course I, for grades PreK-1, has seventeen units focusing on emergent literacy, phonemic awareness, 
and phonics.  Course II, for grades 2-3, has twenty-four units focusing on building fluency , vocabulary, 
and comprehension. 
 
General Description   
Destination Reading Course I and II is a software program that presents a comprehensive PreK-3, 
electronically based reading curriculum.  Using diagnostic tests that assess student and class mastery of 
learning objectives and state standards, individualized prescriptive content assignments and post-tests 
are generated.  
 
For more information, contact: 
Dustin Bush 
153 Hunter Drive 
Cranberry TWP, PA  16066  
Phone:  (724) 772-6051 
Fax:  (724) 772-6067 
E-Mail:  dbush@riverdeep.net 
Web site:  www.riverdeep.net. 



SuccessMaker Enterprise 
 

IN BRIEF 
Developer Pearson Digital Learning 
Year Established 2002 
# Schools Served  Over 250 in Virginia 
Level PreK-8 
Primary Goal Provide a research-based, balanced 

program to use in combination with any 
adopted reading texts. 

Main Features SuccessMaker Reading courses build on 
the following essential skills:  phonemic 
awareness, phonics, reading fluency, 
vocabulary development, reading 
comprehension and reading strategies via 
electronic instruction. 

Results Significant increases in student 
achievement in Loudoun County and 
Henry County 

Impact on Instruction None directly, but the program typically 
requires staff development 

Impact on Organizational Staffing None 
Impact on Schedule Yes, scheduling access to computers 
Subject-Area Programs Provided by 
Developer 

Reading     

Students Served  
Title I/Economically Disadvantaged Yes 
English-language learners Yes 
Students with Disabilities Yes 
Minority Students Yes 
Urban Yes 
Rural Yes 

Parental Involvement None 
Technology Instruction via computers 
Materials All online 
 
Origin/Scope 
SuccessMaker Reading Foundations include:  Reading Readiness (preK-K), Initial Reading  
(K-2),  Readers Workshop (2-5) and Spelling Skills (2-8).  The SuccessMaker Exploreware includes:  
Discover English (preK-1), First Adventures Bookshelf (preK-2), Reading Adventures Primary/Story 
Painter (K-2), Writer’s Studio (3-8), Reading Adventures (3-6) and Reading Investigations (6-8). 
 
General Description 
SuccessMaker Reading provides easily accessible information on each student’s learning and 
individualized instruction.  Teachers can then deliver focused instruction, practice activities, and 
coaching needs.  Focused tutoring can be provided based on specific information identified in individual 
student reports.  With weekly diagnostic reviews and monthly program reviews, teachers can 
continually improve instruction and program results. 
 



For more information, contact: 
Tracy Gavin 
328 Hagenspring Road 
Chesapeake, VA  23320 
Phone:  (757) 549-0568 
Fax:  (757) 549-0788 
E-Mail:  tracy.gavin@pearson.com 
Web site:  www.pearsondigital.com 
 



Topic: First Review of Additions to the Board-Approved List of Supplemental Educational Services 
            Providers Under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001  

 
Presenter:  Dr. Linda M. Wallinger, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 
 
Telephone Number: 804-225-2034                       E-Mail Address: Linda.Wallinger@doe.virginia.gov 
 
Origin:  

____ Topic presented for information only (no board action required)  

    x       Board review required by 
    x    State or federal law or regulation 
_____ Board of Education regulation 
         Other:                    

    x    Action requested at this meeting    ____ Action requested at future meeting:  __________ (date) 

Previous Review/Action: 

____ No previous board review/action 

    x    Previous review/action 
date     September 26, 2002; February 26, 2003; May 28, 2003; July 23, 2003; September 17, 2003;  

October 22, 2003; November 19, 2003; January 7, 2004; and April 28, 2004; October 28, 
2004, October 26, 2005 

action   Approved initial list of Supplemental Educational Services Providers and revised list 
 
Background Information: 
 
The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) requires Title I schools that do not meet the state’s 
adequate yearly progress (AYP) targets for three consecutive years in the same subject area to offer a 
choice of supplemental educational services to parents of eligible children.  Virginia has schools that are 
offering or are continuing to offer supplemental educational services during the 2005-2006 school year.  
These services must be offered to eligible students until the identified schools exit Title I School 
Improvement.   
 
The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requires states to identify and maintain a list of supplemental 
educational services providers.  Supplemental educational services include tutoring and academic 
enrichment services that are provided in addition to daily instruction outside of the regular school day.  
A supplemental educational services provider can be a non-profit entity, a for-profit agency, or another 
school division. The services must be of high quality, research-based, and specifically designed to 
increase the academic achievement of eligible children in mastering the English and Mathematics 
Standards of Learning, and achieving proficiency on Standards of Learning tests.  NCLB requires that 
states maintain an approved list of supplemental educational services providers across the state and by 
school division from which parents can select. 

 

Board of Education Agenda Item 
 
Item:                         C.       Date:    January 11, 2006 
 



 
Summary of Major Elements: 
 
On July 25, 2002, the Board of Education adopted the NCLB criteria for the approval of supplemental 
educational services providers.  The criteria specified that providers: 

• demonstrate the ability to provide parents and the local education agency (LEA) with 
information on the progress of children in a format and language that parents can understand; 

• document a track record of effectiveness; 
• ensure that the instruction provided and the content used are consistent with the instruction and 

content used by the LEA and are aligned with the state’s student academic achievement 
standards; 

• meet all federal, state, and local health and safety and civil rights laws;  
• ensure that all instruction and content are neutral and non-ideological; and 
• offer services within a financially sound management structure.  

 
The department has received applications in response to the Request for Proposals (RFP) from potential 
supplemental educational services providers.  The Board of Education, at its September 2002 meeting, 
approved the initial list of recommended supplemental educational services providers and recommended 
revisions to the list in subsequent meetings.  As shown below, the department recommends adding one 
provider to Virginia’s board-approved list.  Provider contact information is attached. 
 

PROVIDER FOCUS AREA AND GRADE 
LEVEL SERVICE AREA 

Extended Learning 
Opportunities 
(ELO) 

Mathematics 
(3-5) 

Arlington County 

 
Superintendent’s Recommendation: 
 
The Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education waive first review 
and accept the addition to the revised board-approved list of supplemental educational services providers.  
 
Impact on Resources: 
 
School divisions with identified Title I schools in School Improvement are required to set aside an 
amount equal to 20 percent of the local educational agency’s Title I, Part A, allocation for the provision 
of supplemental educational services and other Title I School Improvement requirements, as 
appropriate. 
 
The provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 have an impact on the agency’s staff resources.  
This impact can be absorbed through the agency’s existing resources at this time.  If the agency is 
required to assume additional duties related to review and approval of supplemental educational services 
providers, other services will be impacted.  
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action: 
 
The solicitation and review of potential supplemental educational services providers are ongoing.  



Attachment A 
 

ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES PROVIDER 
 

Recommended: January 11, 2006 
 

Name of Provider Contact Information Focus and 
Grade Levels 

School Divisions 
Provider Can 

Serve 
(Service Areas) 

Extended Learning 
Opportunities 
(ELO) 

Suzanne Swendiman, Director 
2801 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 306 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
Phone: (703) 228-7224 
Fax: (703) 288-7205 
E-mail: sswendim@arlington.k12.va.us 
Web site: N/A 

Mathematics 
(3-5) 

Arlington County 

 
 



Topic: First Review of the Proposal to Establish Mountain Vista Governor’s School Serving Students in 
School Divisions from Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, and Warren 
Counties, and the City of Winchester. 

 
Presenter:   Dr. Barbara McGonagill, Specialist, Governor’s Schools and Gifted Education, and  
 Dr. David Martin, Superintendent, Fauquier County Public Schools                                      
                                                                                                 
Presenter Contact Information: 
Telephone Number: Barbara McGonagill   804-225-2884   
E-Mail Address:   Barbara.McGonagill@doe.virginia.gov 
 
Telephone Number: David Martin  540-351-1000   
E-Mail Address:   jdmartin@fcps1.org 
 

Origin: 

____ Topic presented for information only (no board action required)  

____ Board review required by 
  X  State or federal law or regulation 
____ Board of Education regulation 
     Other:    

  X   Action requested at this meeting ____ Action requested at future  
      meeting:  __________ (date) 

 

Previous Review/Action: 

  X  No previous board review/action 

____ Previous review/action 
date        
action              

 
Background Information:  
In 2004, a planning group in northwest Virginia began formal study for the establishment of an 
Academic-Year Governor’s School for high school students in the following school divisions:  Clarke, 
Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, and Warren Counties, and the City of Winchester.   
 

 
Board of Education Agenda Item 

 
                 Item:                    D.                             Date:  January 11, 2006          
 



Summary of Major Elements 
The seven school divisions of Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, and Warren 
Counties, and the City of Winchester have conducted a variety of studies to determine the focus, 
curriculum/instruction, grades, and locations for a proposed Academic-Year Governor’s School for the 
region’s gifted high school students.  
 
The proposal documents the existence of an active Governing Board, the designation of a fiscal agent, 
and two sites for the proposed Mountain Vista Governor’s School.  The document provides detailed 
descriptions of the program’s curricular focus on advanced mathematics and science, augmented by 
extensive technology, authentic field- and laboratory-based experimentation, and extensive Virginia 
Junior Academy of Science (VJAS) quality research. 
 
The proposal offers letters of support from business/industry, higher education, and community leaders 
for the program and its vision and mission. 
 
Superintendent's Recommendation: 
The Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education waive first 
review and approve the proposal thus enabling the Governing Board to proceed to the 2006 General 
Assembly for operational funding. 
 
Impact on Resources: 
The Department of Education distributes general funds allocated by the General Assembly to Academic-
Year Governor’s Schools’ fiscal agents based on the individual programs’ September 30th membership.  
Additional operating funds for this program need to be included in the Appropriation Act for the 2006-
2008 biennium.  Funding for this school was included in the budget introduced by Governor Warner on 
December 16, 2005.  That budget will now be considered by the 2006 General Assembly.  
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action: 
The Mountain Vista Governor’s School’s Governing Board respectfully requests that the Virginia Board 
of Education expedite the processing of this request.  The Governing Board has worked with its 
legislative delegation to seek operational funds from the 2006 General Assembly in order that the 
program might open in August 2006.  Since this funding was included in the Governor’s introduced 
budget, the Governing Board should work with the General Assembly to ensure that the funding is 
retained in the budget the General Assembly adopts. 
 



Procedures for Initiating an Academic-Year Governor’s School 
Proposal Review 

 
Name:   Mountain Vista Governor's School 
 
Location:  Counties of Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock,  

and Warren Counties, and the City of Winchester  
 
Date of Review: December 1, 2005 
 
REVIEW OF THE PROPOSAL 
 
School divisions desiring to implement an Academic-Year Governor’s School shall provide the 
Department of Education with documentation of the following: 
 
 
I.  The existence of an active, on-going Governing Board of superintendents or their 
designees from the participating school divisions. 
  
   √      Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation:  See page 2 and Appendix C for specific information. 
 
 a.  The board shall include school board members and parents.  
 
   √      Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation:  See page 4. 
 

b.  The Governing Board shall design and administer the Governor’s School 
program which is beyond the scope and sequence of the regular school  program for 
gifted students.  

 
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation:  See page 10. 
 
 c.  Said Governing Board shall determine: 
   1.  the initial location and 
 
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation:  See page 3. 
 

2. fiscal agent that is the school division in which the Governor’s School is  
      located.  

 
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation:  See page 5. 
 
 
 



II.   A statement which demonstrates the need/rationale for the school.  This statement 
should be concise and state the important reasons to have a Governor’s School, separate 
and unique from the existing program offerings for secondary gifted students.   
  
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation  ___No Documentation 
 
Citation:  See pages 5 and 6. 
 

a.  A statement of assurance that all school divisions in the region have been invited 
to participate. 

  
   √      Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation:  See page 2. 
 

b.  A statement of assurance that all participating school divisions support the 
program for a minimum of three years. 

 
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation  ___No Documentation 
 
Citation:  See page 4. 
 
 
III.  A brief description of the proposed program: 
 

a.   site location - A statement of assurance that site location(s) meets program 
requirements. 

 
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation: See pages 3 and 4. 
 
 b.  number of students 
  
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation: See page 3. 
 
 c.   grade levels 
  
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation: See page 3. 
 
 d.   general curriculum design. 
  
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation: See pages 6 through 10. 
 
 

e. recommended classification. 
 
      Half-day (.5)      √   5/6-day (.8333)         Full-day (1.0) 
 



IV.   A written memorandum of agreement with local businesses, industries, and 
institutions of higher learning.  This agreement will suggest ways in which community 
resources will contribute to the Governor’s School to broaden the scope of the students’ 
educational experiences.   
 
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation: See pages 3, 6, 7, 8, and Appendix K. 
 
 
V.    A statement of assurances that the Governing Board has reviewed provisions for the 
Administrative Procedures Guide for the Establishment of Academic Year Governor’s 
Schools and agrees to follow the guidelines set forth in the document. 
  
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation: See page 4. 
 
 
VI.   A statement of assurance that an on-going Governing Board will be established to 
reflect current Board of Education regulations relative to jointly operated schools and 
programs.  
 
   √    Full Documentation   ___Partial Documentation   ___No Documentation 
 
Citation: See page 4. 
 
 
Review of Documentation 
 
The plan submitted by the seven school divisions seeking to establish Mountain Vista Governor's 
School is detailed and offers strong evidence for the need for the program.  The proposal 
provides detailed information about the advanced curriculum, the structure of the school 
day/week, and the screening, selection, and orientation of students.  The governing board, 
planning committee, superintendents' steering committee, and community involvement portions 
of the document are well-structured, with evidence that the governing board will approve 
policies required under Code of Virginia §22.1-26. Joint Schools. 
 
 



Proposal to    
Establish for the  

Participating Counties of 
Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, 
Frederick, Rappahannock, 

Warren, and the City of 
Winchester  
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Serving the Counties of Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, 
Rappahannock, Warren, and the City of Winchester 

 
 
 
I.   INTRODUCTION 
 

The northwestern region of Virginia has a long history of designing and 
supporting innovative educational programs in its public schools to meet the diverse 
needs of its student population.  Yet, it remains only one of two regions in Virginia that 
does not offer its academically gifted and highly motivated students the opportunity to 
extend and enrich their secondary school educational learning environment through a 
regional community of learning experiences with their academic peers. 
 

Therefore, representatives from eight school divisions and Lord Fairfax 
Community College (LFCC) first met on July 9, 2003, to consider information about 
developing an Academic-Year Governor’s School for the northwestern region of the 
state.  School divisions represented were Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Madison, Prince 
William, Rappahannock, Warren, and Winchester City.  A high interest was expressed 
for forming a regional partnership to create an academic environment for gifted learners 
who share unique abilities, talents, interests, and needs.  Attendees agreed to develop a 
proposal to submit to the General Assembly in order to request a planning grant.  A 
planning board with representatives from each participating school division and LCFF 
was established.  In November of 2003, this regional Planning Board first met with Dr. 
Barbara McGonagill, gifted education specialist, Virginia Department of Education, to 
discuss the procedures and a timeline for developing a regional program that would 
provide advanced, technology-enhanced coursework designed to prepare students for 
college as well as other postsecondary options and career opportunities. (See Appendix 
A) 
 

In the spring of 2004, school division representatives from Clarke, Culpeper, 
Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, Warren counties and the City of Winchester agreed 
to proceed with developing a formal proposal to present to the Virginia Board of 
Education.  A regional planning board, comprised of school board members, parents, 
superintendents or their designees, gifted education coordinators, curriculum specialists, 
teachers, and other community members, developed a survey to be used to query grade 7 
- 11 identified gifted students.  Parents/guardians were also given the opportunity to 
complete the survey.  The parent/student responses indicated a clear need for an 
Academic-Year Governor’s School in the geographic area covered by the seven school 
divisions.  Results were then compiled statistically to frame the planning board’s decision 
to propose the school’s mathematics/science/technology focus, number of sites, site 
locations, and courses of study.  This proposal for Mountain Vista Governor’s School 
reflects the interests and desires of the region to be served and is based on the findings of 
surveys, research, and current literature. (See Appendix B) 
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In January 2005, the General Assembly appropriated a $100,000 one-year 

planning grant.  On July 18, 2005, the Governing Board held its first official meeting. 
The Board named a planning director, formally adopted the name of Mountain Vista 
Governor’s School (MVGS), and established the focus of the program to be mathematics, 
science, and technology.  This information was presented to all interested division school 
boards and parent groups.  The Governing Board charged the Planning Board with 
developing an Academic-Year Governor’s School that will increase the region’s available 
opportunities and resources for serving highly motivated and achieving academically 
gifted secondary students.  (See Appendix C) 
 

On August 15, 2005, the Governing Board set the following program parameters 
and approved an proposal development timeline for submission to the Virginia Board of 
Education for consideration and approval in January 2006, with program implementation 
in the fall of 2006.  (See Appendix D) 
 

1.   Develop a four-year program, grades 9-12, with implementation in 2006-2007 of 
the 11th and 12th grades, and phase-in of 9th and 10th grades.   Students in the 10th 
grade will be added in 2007-2008 with students in 9th grade joining in 2008-2009. 

2.   Develop a four and one-half (4.5) hour Governor’s School instructional day 
format to enable students to have the benefits of a regional community of learners 
with their academic peers, while still having the opportunity to be leaders at their 
home-based high schools.  

3.   Develop two site venues, using the campuses of LFCC in Middletown and 
Warrenton, to ensure that students do not have more than a 40-minute to a MVGS 
site. 

4.   Add a humanities and research strand to the mathematics/science/technology 
program of study. 

5.   Enhance the regional learning environment through distance learning 
opportunities. 

 
The partnership with LFCC provided two school sites geographically located so 

that no student would be more than forty minutes from his/her home-based high school, a 
parameter that was indicated as significantly important in the student/parent survey 
responses.  Both campuses are equipped with extensive science and computer application 
laboratories, special events venues, a distance learning classroom, and Blackboard® web 
communication system. 
 

Visitations to other Virginia Academic-Year Governor’s Schools began in 2004 
and continued through fall of 2005. (See Appendix E) The purpose of these visits has 
been to observe the administrative organization, curriculum framework (including 
discipline integration and technology-enhancement), facilities design, student selection, 
staffing, operational budgets, and venues for establishing and maintaining a regional 
community of learners, including real-time, multi-site video conferencing.  The Mountain 
Vista Governor’s School proposal reflects lessons learned from the quality programs 
developed at other Virginia Academic-Year Governor’s Schools; yet, the program is 
locally designed to utilize the abundant local community resources available to challenge 
the unique needs of its gifted students.  Also, the program is designed to provide a new 
model for the future by providing technology-enhanced instruction on-site as well as 
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through video-conferencing, web-communications, virtual field experiences, and, if 
needed, on-line courses to meet special individual student needs.  
 

The school will open with 11th- and 12th-grade highly motivated academically 
gifted students.  The selection process will be preceded by a vigorous recruiting effort at 
each of the nine home-based high schools.  Participating school divisions have agreed to 
support a minimum of 115 students for at least three years, starting in 2006-2007.  The 
Governing Board has also endorsed the planning of a tenth grade program to be 
implemented in 2007-2008 and a ninth grade program to be implemented in 2008-2009. 
 

Appendix F includes the minutes of all the Governing Board, Planning Board, and 
Curriculum Team meetings as well as other formal summaries pertaining to decision-
making not referenced in other attachments. 

 
  

II.    SITES/PROGRAM LOCATION 
 

Due to the geographical make-up of the seven school divisions involved with 
MVGS, two sites will be established to serve the region.  These two locations will ensure 
that no student has more than 40 minutes of travel time from their home-based high 
school.  These students, who possess a broad range of interests and talents, will thus be 
able to balance the opportunities afforded by a regional program for academically gifted 
students with the opportunities offered at their home-based school.  They can continue to 
be leaders in academics, fine arts, sports, Student Counsel Association (SCA) and other 
extra-curricular activities, as well as to socialize with their age peers.  Web-based 
communication will be used to extend MVGS students’ instructional time at their home-
based schools or at home when attendance at MVGS is prohibited by weather or other 
circumstances.  
 

Since 2003, LFCC has led a planning partnership with the seven public school 
divisions.  Members of the LFCC staff currently serve on the Governing Board, the 
planning board, and have been involved in visits to other Virginia Academic Governor’s 
Schools.   (See Appendix G) 

 
LFCC has campuses in Middletown and Warrenton, Virginia.  A distance of 46 

miles separates the two campuses.   LFCC-Middletown campus will house the site for 
students from Clarke County, Frederick County, Warren County, and the City of 
Winchester.  Based on the projected enrollment of 115 students, a total of 66 11th and 12th  
graders will attend this site in 2006-2007.  Travel time for students will range from 30 to 
40 minutes, with students being transported from five different high schools, using 
division transportation.  
 

LFCC-Warrenton campus will house the site for students from Culpeper County, 
Fauquier County, and Rappahannock County.  Based on the projected enrollment of 115 
students, a total of 49 11th and 12th graders will attend this site in 2006-2007.  Travel 
time for students will range from 20 to 30 minutes from four different high schools, using 
division transportation.  
  Space at both campuses is available for classrooms and laboratories for science 
and computer courses.  Each campus has a resource center to provide students with 
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access to college-level reading and research materials. Each campus has a special events 
venue with a 300- person capacity that will accommodate all 115 students and the staff 
for shared learning activities.  Each campus has counselors trained in supporting students 
academically, socially, and emotionally; in providing career opportunity education; and 
in facilitating the application process to four-year colleges and universities.  

 
Each campus is equipped with three V-Con® distance learning classrooms that 

will enable real-time, two-way interaction among teachers and students at the sites.  
Teachers will be able to plan and teach in teams to assure consistency between sites.  All 
students will have access to the staff’s expertise, regardless of which campus they attend. 
Web-based communication will extend instructional time.  Virtual field experiences and 
guest speakers will enrich and extend the students’ learning experiences.  Through web-
based communication teachers will plan for an additional hour of instruction through with 
they can interact with students at their home-based schools or at home.  This additional 
instructional time will allow teachers to reinforce learning activities, provide student 
support and review of concepts/skills, extend learning activities through “chat-rooms” or 
“blogs,” and provide students with instruction when weather conditions, varying division 
schedules, or illness keeps a student from attending MVGS.   

 
Shenandoah University (SU) will support the program by providing both a venue 

for extended laboratory experiences and the expertise of their faculty.  SU has identified 
the following specific programs and labs that will be available for MVGS students: 
genetics, neuroanatomy, pathophysicology, cadaver, acoustics, human metabolism, 
occupational therapy and physical therapy, pharmacy, chemistry, biology, zoology, 
botany, physics, and mathematics.   The flexible day schedule will allow students from 
both sites to travel to the university campus for extended laboratory experiences.  The 
faculty will collaborate with the MVGS faculty and students, as well as the LFCC 
faculty, to reinforce the learning and research environment. As the program evolves, the 
possible use of the SU campus for MVGS summer enrichment opportunities and 
academic-year classroom space will be considered.     
 
 
III. GOVERNANCE AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE  

 
The planning for the MVGS program has been steered by the Governing Board 

and the Planning Board, including the Curriculum Committee.  These groups have 
carefully reviewed provisions for the Administrative Procedures Guide for the 
Establishment of an Academic-Year Governor’s School and agreed to follow the 
guidelines set forth in the document.   
 

The Governing Board is made up of school board members from each of the 
participating school divisions as authorized by Section 22.1-26 of the Code of Virginia. 
(See Appendix H)   An Agreement to Establish and Operate a Regional Academic-Year 
Governor’s School was approved by the Governing Board on November 21, 2005.  This 
document provides an operational agreement with a three-year funding commitment from 
each participating division.  
 

The Committee of Superintendents (sometimes referred to as the “Steering 
Committee”), composed of the Division Superintendents of the member school divisions, 
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or their duly appointed designees, shall be responsible for, but not limited to, managing, 
administering, and operating the Governor’s School and its programs, including making 
personnel recommendations.  Each year, an annual program plan, budget, and plan for 
financing the operations of the Governor’s School shall be submitted to the Governing 
Board for approval.  It will be the responsibility of the Committee of Superintendents to 
resolve issues that arise concerning the purchase and sale of slots.  Each school division 
will be responsible for paying for slots not sold to other divisions during each three-year 
agreement.  
 

The fiscal agent for the MVGS shall be Fauquier County Public Schools.  (See 
Appendix I) 
 

The Planning Board will provide advice on policies, curriculum, and technical areas 
of the Governor’s School.  Membership on the Planning Board will consist of each 
school division’s designee as appointed by the division’s Superintendent.  Currently, the 
Planning Board consists of school board members, assistant superintendents, gifted 
education coordinators, secondary-level gifted education resource teachers, curriculum-
area specialists and teachers, parents, a community resource person, and the planning 
director.  Regular meetings will continue to address the needs of this evolving program 
and may also include, on an as needed basis, such individuals as guidance counselors, 
testing coordinators, site teachers, home-based school administrators, etc. 
 

A full-time director of the MVGS will be appointed by the Governing Board and will 
serve as the chief administrative officer of the Governor’s School sites.  The director 
shall bring matters to and take direction from the Committee of Superintendents. 

 
 

IV. VISION   
 

MVGS is dedicated to creating a community of learners who, through a unique 
physical, intellectual, and social environment, will be challenged to construct a highly 
integrated understanding of mathematics and designated sciences.  The humanities 
component requires students to analyze the relationship between the arts and sciences and 
construct a personal philosophical basis for ethical leadership in applying scientific 
knowledge to challenging authentic problem-solving. The development of technology 
and research skills supports students in solving authentic problems in a scholarly and 
professional manner.   
 

As members of an active, constructive learning community, students will be expected 
to become fluent in the processes of mathematics and science, reinforced by a deep 
understanding of the humanities.  

 
 Through research, students will learn to use standard technological tools for data 

analysis and authentic problem solving;  
 Through personal investigation and reflection, students will be challenged to 

derive meaning from learning; 
 Through practical application, students will strive to reach their fullest potential; 

and   
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 Through collaboration with peers, teachers, and mentors, students will generate 
and communicate useful solutions to problems of the local and global 
communities. 

 
    
V. MISSION STATEMENT AND OVERALL GOALS 

 
The mission of MVGS is to present a research-based, technology-enhanced, 

integrated program in mathematics, science, and the humanities. The program will 
challenge students to reach their full potential as independent thinkers capable of 
assuming leadership roles in a constantly changing, global society.  
  

The learning environment of MVGS is designed to provide students rigorous 
educational experiences while challenging them to reach their fullest potential by:  

 
1. Cultivating a collaborative, supportive regional community of academically 

talented and highly motivated learners that celebrates intellectual diversity; 
2. Providing investigative learning experiences that integrate disciplines; 
3. Engaging students in research and extended learning through a discovery 

approach patterned after activities of scholars and professionals; 
4. Developing producers of knowledge as well as consumers of knowledge; 
5. Preparing self-reliant, critical thinkers who excel at advanced levels of education 

and apply knowledge to real authentic problem-solving;  
6. Creating opportunities for service and leadership in both school and community; 

and 
7. Establishing community partnerships to enhance learning opportunities. 

 
 
VI. CURRICULUM PROPOSAL, INCLUDING COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
 

The curriculum committee, as part of the MVGS planning board, has developed a 
curriculum outline that reflects the structure of sequential courses and incorporates 
flexibility and some choice for students.  The committee was charged with developing a 
set of courses that will reinforce the belief that highly motivated and achieving 
academically gifted students need a community of learners where they feel valued, 
respected, and challenged.  This learning environment should foster intellectual risk-
taking, emphasize interdisciplinary connections, and enable students, through 
technology-enhanced learning activities, to become authentic problem-solvers. (See 
Appendix J)   

 
The focus of the MVGS will be mathematics and science, with technology being 

utilized to support and enhance the curriculum.  Students’ knowledge of the processes of 
mathematics and science will be reinforced by a deep understanding of the humanities.  
Research and hands-on laboratory experiences will be integrated into course content. 
Course requirements will be rigorous and will exceed Virginia Standard of Learning 
expectations.  Requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma, as outlined by the 
Standards of Accreditation (2000), will be met.  The partnership with LFCC will provide 
students with dual enrollment credits.  Students will also have the opportunity to sit for 
several Advanced Placement examinations.  Partnerships with other regional universities 
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such as SU will provide extended learning opportunities.  Virtual learning opportunities 
will enable students to make the world their classroom. 

 
The junior-year curriculum is designed to provide breadth of knowledge.  Juniors 

will be required to take MVGS Research I:  Fundamentals and MVGS Humanities I: The 
Power of Thought.  For science at the 11th grade, students will take MVGS Physics I: 
Analytical Mechanics Focus.  Earth Science, biology, and chemistry are encouraged for 
pre-requisites in science.  However, students may also be taking chemistry during their 
junior year in the regular school program.  In mathematics, 11th-grade students will 
choose between MVGS Calculus I: Applied Calculus and MVGS Calculus II: 
Engineering.  Algebra I, Algebra II, geometry, and pre-calculus are recommended 
prerequisites for the applied calculus and engineering calculus.  However, the applied 
calculus course will include pre-calculus as well as calculus-level instruction.  Pre-
calculus is required for engineering calculus. 

 
By successfully completing the junior-year curriculum, students will earn four (4) 

high school credits towards their high school diploma: one (1) standard unit of credit in 
mathematics, science, English, and research.  They will also earn 20 college credits 
through LFCC.  Students may elect to sit for the Advanced Placement Physics C 
Mechanics examination, the Advanced Placement English examination, and/or the 
Advanced Placement AB or BC Calculus examination.  

  
The senior-year curriculum is designed to provide depth of knowledge.  Seniors 

will be required to take MVGS Research II: Applications, and MVGS Humanities II: 
Applying the Power of Thought to the World.  However, the curriculum for these first- 
year pioneering seniors will be modified to include part of the junior Research I and 
Humanities I course material.  As college-bound seniors, however, they will be held to 
higher expectations that include applying knowledge through authentic research and 
problem-solving.  Pioneering senior science options will be MVGS Physics I: Analytical 
Mechanics Focus or MVGS Advanced Biology with Environmental Focus.  Seniors will 
be able to select MVGS Multivariable Calculus or MVGS Statistics with Discrete Topics.   

 
By successfully completing the senior-year curriculum, students will earn four (4) 

high school credits towards their high school diploma: one (1) standard unit of credit in 
mathematics, science, social studies, and research.  They will also earn 20 college credits 
through LFCC.  Students may elect to sit for the Advanced Placement Physics C 
Electricity and Magnetism examination or the Advanced Placement Biology examination 
and/or the Advanced Placement AB or BC Calculus examination.  

 
MVGS’ innovative, two-year Dual Enrollment Program reflects the ideals of 

Governor Warner’s Senior Year-Plus Initiative.  Students will have gained the 
knowledge, foundation, and skills for success in college and will have earned the 
following specific college credits towards their career goals: 
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College Physics I  8 Hours   
 College Physics II or College Biology                       8 Hours 

College Calculus I or II                                              6 Hours 
College Multivariable Calculus or Statistics              6 Hours 
College Humanities I                                                  6 Hours  
College Humanities II                                                 6 Hours 
                                                                                  40 Hours 

  
 The research courses are designed to foster original research that incorporates the 
scientific method and data analysis with content knowledge in mathematics, the sciences, 
and the humanities.  Seniors will be expected to exhibit their final product.  Regional 
college and university personnel, local business men and women, and community leaders 
will be asked to serve as mentors.  The planning board recommends that community 
research partnerships be fostered in areas including, but not limited to, engineering, 
medical/pharmaceuticals, environment, agribusiness, and the animal sciences.  College 
credit in research is yet to be determined.  These courses are designed to foster in MVGS 
students the following skills: subject integration, community learning partnerships, 
application of knowledge and skills in a selected interest area, advanced college 
preparation, and recognition of the potential for using their knowledge and skills as 
positive community leaders.  

 
Cutting-edge curriculum for gifted and talented high school students has been 

researched in developing this program of studies. The Parallel Curriculum Model, 
developed by Dr. Carol Ann Tomlinson, University of Virginia, and curriculum 
specialists from the leading universities in gifted education, provides a model that is 
compatible with the goals of MVGS.  Beginning with the core curriculum in each subject 
area, this model provides a structure to move students from novices to experts within 
their fields of study.  In addition, the model promotes differentiated challenges through 
ascending levels of intellectual demand.  As students explore the disciplines through 
understanding the core content, they will be challenged to recognize connections within 
and across disciplines, to investigate how professionals work within the disciplines, and 
to reflect on how these disciplines give meaning to their identity and educational goals.  

 
MVGS will provide opportunities for the students at both sites to assemble 

regularly via compressed video and periodic face-to-face shared learning experiences 
including guest speakers, seminars, workshops, project presentations, and field 
experiences.  A flexible weekly schedule has been recommended to accommodate these 
extending, enriching, and community-partnership learning opportunities.  Continuous 
efforts will be made, during both the academic-year and summer months, to extend and 
enrich the MVGS learning environment through community-based resources including 
four-year, higher-educational institutions.  The 33 support letters from area 
colleges/universities and other community resources that have been submitted to date are  
found in Appendix K.  

 
The planning board recommends that prior to the implementation of the program 

in August of 2006, students participate in a new student orientation session to begin the 
bonding process and to prepare students for the rigorous academic expectations of a 
Governor’s School program.  This session will include a parent orientation strand to 
encourage parents/guardians’ active participation and support for the program.  
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Information will be provided to help parents/guardians understand how they can support 
their students in adjusting to the rigorous expectations for scholarly work, task 
commitment, and self-reliance, as well as in recognizing the rewards within a governor’s 
school community of learners for their consummate efforts.  The planning board also 
recommends that this new student/parent orientation become an annual event and that, 
commencing in the summer of 2007-08, additional summer enrichment opportunities be 
offered for returning seniors.   

 
The planning board strongly believes that the recommended curriculum for the 

MVGS will extend students’ learning opportunities above and beyond those currently 
available in their home-based high schools by: 

 
 Providing a challenging, differentiated curriculum designed to meet the 

unique needs of gifted learners; 
 Creating a regional community of learners of academic peers;  
 Providing a uniquely designed integrated mathematics, science, humanities, 

research curriculum; 
 Providing extensive research and authentic problem-solving opportunities;  
 Using technology-enhanced instruction for:  

o Delivery of instruction,  
o Data collection/analysis/processing, and  
o Effective communication of information/solutions; 

 Incorporating community-based instruction and research opportunities 
through the themes of engineering, medical/pharmaceutical, environment, 
agribusiness, and animal sciences; 

 Providing an especially designed Dual Enrollment Program (versus a 
Course) that enables college-bound students to: 
o  Be challenged with college-level content 
o  Experience college-level research expectations, language, and procedures 
o  Develop learner-centered skills needed by self-reliant, life-long learners 
o  Earn college credit in the areas of mathematics, science, and humanities 
o  Develop a two-year portfolio for the college application process 
o  Relate core knowledge to authentic application skills and expertise in the 

career area of their choice; and  
 Developing leadership potential by exploring and applying intellectual ideas 

through research and public action.  
 

Teachers selected for the MVGS staff will be expected to exhibit exceptional 
content knowledge, creativity, and flexibility in their approach to teaching.  They will be 
expected to demonstrate innovative instructional methodology appropriate for 
challenging and motivating gifted high school students.  Teachers will be expected to 
recognize social and emotional needs of gifted adolescents as well as academic needs. 
Since collaboration with colleagues and extensive professional development will be 
essential to the instructional design of the MVGS curriculum, these teachers will be 
expected to work in an energetic and innovative manner with other teachers, 
administrators, students, parents, and community members.  Teachers must demonstrate 
technology expertise to ensure its effective integration throughout the curriculum.  
Teachers should possess or be willing to acquire certification in multiple disciplines, 18 
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hours of graduate credit in their subject area(s), and endorsement in gifted and talented 
education. 

 
        The Governing Board has indicated its long-term commitment for further 
curriculum development by endorsing the concept of a four-year Governor’s Schools 
program. A 10th grade curriculum will be developed for implementation in 2007-2008, 
and a 9th grade curriculum will be developed for implementation in 2008-2009.   With the 
addition of these grade levels, appropriate Virginia Standards of Learning will be 
incorporated to ensure students success on Virginia Standard of Learning assessments. 
 
 
VII. STUDENT SELECTION PROCESS 

 
        The MVGS program is designed to meet the needs of highly able and motivated 
individuals whose primary interest focuses on advanced study of mathematics and 
science.  However, these students also recognize the value of seeking an understanding of 
the broader relationship of mathematics and science to other academic disciplines.  
Successful students at MVGS will be persistent in their pursuit of knowledge and 
energetic in their application of knowledge for research and authentic problem solving.  
Students will need to be disciplined and self-directed to meet the challenges of the 
rigorous academic program of MVGS. 

 
The selection of students who will attend the MVGS will be the responsibility of 

each school division’s selection committee.  This committee will include, but not be 
limited to, central-office and building-level gifted education personnel, a school 
counselor, and a school administrator or designee from each local high school.  The 
charge of this committee will be to identify and rank applicants to be invited to attend the 
MVGS based on the criteria set the Governing Board. (Appendix L) 

 
Rising juniors and seniors will be eligible to apply for the pioneering year of the 

program.   Student Application Packets will be available at each local high school as well 
as on-line through the participating school divisions’ Web pages.  An extensive 
recruitment process will be held at each home-based high school and will include student 
and parent meetings to explain the parameters and opportunities of the program and the 
application procedures.  Prospective students and their parents will have an opportunity 
to visit the LFCC campus for an orientation program. 

 
An invitation to participate will be issued by the local selection committee based on a 

multiple criteria selection process to determine a student’s eligibility based on:   
 

 Percentage rankings on standardized ability and achievement tests; 
 Successful completion of the program’s mathematics and science 

prerequisites;  
 Grade-Point Average (GPA);  
 Extra-curricular and leadership activities;  
 Writing samples (to include a formal essay designed to assess the 

student’s educational goals and motivation, and a timed-writing to assess 
the student’s higher-level thinking skills);  
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 Attendance and discipline records that is reflective of responsible 
decision-making within a learning community; and  

 Teachers’ recommendations.  
 
 
VIII. PROPOSED BUDGET 

 
Based on a projected total enrollment of 115 students from seven participating 

school divisions, on November 21, 2005, the Governing Board approved a proposed 
budget for the start-up of two sites in the fall of 2006. (See Appendix M)   
 
 
IX. SCHOOL DIVISIONS’ ASSURANCES OF SUPPORT 

 
Each school division has approved a Resolution of Assurance of Support that 

acknowledges financial support for a minimum of three years for an agreed number of 
student slots. (See Appendix N)  The local gifted education advisory committee of each 
school division has documented its support for MVGS opportunity. (See Appendix O)  

 
Division Slots 
Clarke   8 
Culpeper 15 
Fauquier 30 
Frederick  30 
Rappahannock   4 
Warren 15 
Winchester 13 

 
 

IX. CONCLUSION 
 

As indicated throughout this document, the appendix section provides complete 
documentation to support this proposal.  The seven school divisions of Clarke County, 
Culpeper County, Fauquier County, Frederick County, Rappahannock County, Warren 
County, and the City of Winchester request your immediate consideration and approval 
of the Mountain Vista Governor’s School (MVGS) for opening in the fall of 2006, 
pending legislative financial support. (See Appendix P)  

 
 
 
 



A.  References to Feasibility Study 
 

1. Dr. David Martin’s Letters, October 20, 2003, November 23, 
2004, December 10, 2004 

2. Agenda, First Planning Meeting, July 9, 2003 
3. Northern Virginia Daily News Article, October 19, 2004 
4. Agenda, Planning Meeting, November 4, 2004 
5. Agenda/Minutes Governing Board Meeting, July 18, 2005 

  





 

Fauquier County Public Schools 
J. David Martin, Ed. D., Division Superintendent 

320 Hospital Drive, Suite 40 
Warrenton, VA  20186-3037 

(540) 351-1011-phone 
(540) 347-1026-fax 

 
      
      www.fcps1.org                                   One Voice, One Vision:  Dream High 
 
 

November 23, 2004 
 
 
Mr. Russ Potts 
14 N. Braddock Street 
Winchester, VA 22601 
 
Dear Mr. Potts, 
 

On behalf of the superintendents from Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, 
Warren, and Winchester City School Divisions and the President of Lord Fairfax Community 
College (LFCC), I would like to cordially invite you to an exploratory discussion regarding the 
establishment of a Regional Governor’s School for gifted high school students on Friday, December 
17, 2004, at 8:00 a.m. in the board room at Lord Fairfax Community College’s Middletown 
campus. 
 

Parents consistently tell us of the need for an academic-year Governor’s School in this 
region.  The program will focus on mathematics, science, and technology and will provide 
academically gifted students in our region a highly rigorous curriculum that will prepare them for 
competitive college selection.  The Governor’s School sites will be on the Fauquier and Middletown 
campuses of Lord Fairfax Community College. 
 

In offering this invitation, we seek to develop your understanding of the program and enlist 
your support.  We hope you can attend this meeting with your five House and three Senate 
colleagues, and join President Sygielski and superintendents of the seven school divisions. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

J. David Martin, Ed.D.  
Division Superintendent 

 



 

Fauquier County Public Schools 
J. David Martin, Ed. D., Division Superintendent 

320 Hospital Drive, Suite 40 
Warrenton, VA  20186-3037 

(540) 351-1011-phone 
(540) 347-1026-fax 

 
      
      www.fcps1.org                                   One Voice, One Vision:  Dream High 
 
 

December 10, 2004 
 
 
 
Mr. John Chichester 
P.O. Box 904 
Fredericksburg, VA 22404-0904 
 
Dear Mr. Chichester, 
 

The discussion regarding the establishment of a Regional Governor’s School for gifted high 
school students which was scheduled for December 17, 2004, at Lord Fairfax Community College’s 
Middletown campus will be rescheduled due to the Governor’s budget meeting with the House and 
Senate in Richmond on the 17th.  Therefore, on behalf of the superintendents from Clarke, Culpeper, 
Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, Warren, and Winchester City School Divisions and the 
President of Lord Fairfax Community College (LFCC), I would like to invite you to attend the 
rescheduled meeting on Tuesday, December 21, 2004, at 8:00 a.m. in the board room at Lord 
Fairfax Community College’s Middletown campus. 
 

We hope you can attend at the rescheduled time.  Please RSVP to my secretary, Carol 
Hollinger, at 540-351-1020. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

J. David Martin, Ed.D.  
Division Superintendent 

 









Regional Academic Governor’s School 
Governing Board 

 
Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick,  

Rapphannock, Warren & City of Winchester 
 

July 18, 2005 
Lord Fairfax Community College (Fauquier Campus) 

 
AGENDA 

 
I. Welcome and Introductions 
 
II. Name of Governor’s School 

 
III. Review & Discussion of Required Documents 

 
A. Constitution 
B. By-Laws 
C. Agreement to Establish & Operate Joint School Program 

 
IV. Business & Community Involvement and Curriculum Focus of 

Governor’s School 
 

V. Future Meeting Dates 
 

VI. Adjournment 
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Regional Governor’s School  

Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick,  
Rappahannock, Warren and City of Winchester 

 
Governing Board Meeting 

July 18, 2005 
Minutes 

 
In Attendance:  Bob Chappell & Wes Mills from Rappahannock County; JoAnne Cherefko 
from Warren County; Shelly Pine from Clarke County; Kay Dunkley from LFCC; J. David 
Martin and Sally Murray from Fauquier County; Karen Schultz and Dennis Kellison from City 
of Winchester; Patti Taylor and John Lamanna from Frederick County. 
 
Called to order at 4:47 pm by Sally Murray. 

 
Agenda 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 

II. There was a discussion about the name of the Governor’s School.  Sally Murray suggested 
not putting the subject area focus in the name.  The group concurred.  Sally Murray 
reported that she received 7 responses to her e-mail about the name to include:  Mountain 
Vista, NW Region, Appalachian Ridge, Two Rivers, and George Washington.  A motion 
was made by Wes Mills for the name to be Mountain Vista Governor’s School.  The 
motion was seconded by John Lamanna.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
III. Review & discussion of the Constitution, By-Laws and Agreement.  The documents were 

revised to include participating counties in alphabetical order.  It was agreed that the 
documents should be sent to Pat Lacy. 

 
IV. There was a discussion about business and community involvement and the curriculum 

focus for the Governor’s School. 
 

V. August 8, 2005; 1:30 PM, at the Lord Fairfax Community College Middletown 
Campus was the date selected for the next meeting. 

 
VI. The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM. 

J. David Martin 
 



B.   Interest/Need Survey Data 
 

1. Minutes, Planning Meeting, February 25, 2004 
2. Minutes, Planning Meeting, April 29, 2005 
3. Survey Cover Letter 
4. Survey 
5. Survey Statistics  











 
 

 
 

Parents’ Response 
 
 

What do you see as the greatest value in 
attending a Governor's School? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you see as the greatest obstacle to 
attending a Governor’s School? 

 
 

• I see the greatest value as a student being 
challenged and motivated to learn more. 

• Interaction among gifted peers. 
• Better prep for college and more rigorous 

curriculum.  
 

• Transportation, cost, and time  
• Funding and competent personnel 

 



Survey Statistics

Number of parents receiving surveys: 897
Number of parents returning surveys: 487
Percentage of parents returning surveys: 54%
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Students’ Response 

 
 

What do you see as the greatest obstacle to 
attending a Governor’s School? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you see as the greatest value in 
attending a Governor's School? 

 
 

• Transportation, cost, and time  
• Not being able to see friends and participate in 

extracurricular activities and sports. 

• A chance to explore topics in depth and interest 
with similar students.  

• Interaction among gifted peers. 
• Being in a high level class that requires deep 

thought and full effort. 
• Provides more preparation for college. 
• Chance of better scholarships.  

 



Survey Statistics

Number of students receiving surveys: 1290
Number of students returning surveys: 967
Percentage of students returning surveys: 75%
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C.   Securing Planning Grant  
       Securing Planning Director 

 
1. Minutes, Planning Committee, November 10, 2003 
2. Planning Timeline and Chart, August 6, 2004 
3. Minutes, Planning Committee, January 23, 2004 
4. Agenda, Planning Committee, June 23, 2005 
5. Proposal for the Establishment of a Regional 

Academic-Year Governor’s School, November 5, 2004 
6. Agenda, Planning Committee, April 22, 2005 
7. Planning Director Job Description and Announcement 

of Position, May 2005 
8. Planning Grant Budget, Approved Governing Board on 

August 16, 2005 
9. Virginia Department of Education Letter Awarding 

Planning Grant Award, September 29, 2005 
 













 
Academic-Year Governor’s School Meeting  

 
January 23, 2004 

 
Minutes 

 
The following people were in attendance: James Husband, Kay Dunkley, Brenda Byard, 
Cathy Sciegaj, Joyce Jenkins Wimmer, Pat Muphy, Lynda Hickey, Gail Hubbard, Lynne 
Richardson, Jim Allen, Barbara McGonagill, Lynette Johnson, Cheri Mangrum 
 

I.  Initiating the Academic-Year Governor’s School 
Barbara McGonagill began the meeting by discussing the main purpose 
for the Governor’s School - to provide a community of learners. She stated 
that it requires no fewer that three school divisions in order to establish  
a Governor’s School.   

 
II. Surveys 

The primary purpose of the meeting was to develop a survey for parents, 
students, and possibly recent graduates .  The survey will provide input 
necessary for determining the focus for the school.  In addition to the 
survey, interviews with individuals or small groups may be needed in 
order to obtain the best information. Surveys from three other Governor’s 
Schools: Commonwealth, Blue Ridge, and Pittsylvania were available for 
inspection.  The committee chose to use a combination of Pittsylvania and 
Blue Ridge as the basis for their survey.  A draft was created and Cheri 
Mangrum agreed to type the draft and send it out to everyone for 
comment.  Prince William County will translate the survey into Spanish.  
Winchester City agreed to write an introductory letter to accompany the 
survey and to create a PowerPoint to use for group presentations.  Ideally  
each school division will schedule meetings to explain the purpose of the 
survey and Governor’s Schools. 

 
           III. Planning Grant Preparation 
  Decisions will need to be made concerning the focus (curriculum), what 

grade levels to include,  transportation/location, and length of day.  The  
choices include a 3 hour day with 50% funding, a 3-5 hour day with 83%  
funding, and a 5+ hour day with 100% funding.   
 
At this point the committee seemed in favor of a 3-5 hour day with  
students returning to their home schools for certain classes and  
extracurricular activities.  A suggestion was  made to begin with 9th 

graders the first year and add a grade level each successive year until  
grades 9-12 are represented. 
  



The discussion with Lord Fairfax Community College representatives to  
provide space for housing the Governor’s School was favorably received.  
The possibility of sites in both Warrenton and Winchester would make the 
Governor’s School an easy commute for students in all participating 
school divisions.   
 
A discussion was held to begin contacting legislators for support for the 
Governor’s School and additionally to contact members of the education 
appropriations sub-committee.  Russell Potts (Winchester) serves as chair 
of this committee.  
 

IV. Timeline 
     The Planning Committee will take the recommendation to the General  

Assembly in January 2005 requesting funds for July 2005 – June 2006, or  
possibly, to ask that the 2004 budget be modified in order to receive funds  
earlier (April 2005).   

 
V. Future Meeting 

 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday February 25 at 9:00 A.M. 
in the 4th floor conference room of the Fauquier County School 
Administrative Offices (not at the Central Complex as originally discussed 
the area superintendents cancelled their meeting).   
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Cheri Mangrum 





Regional Academic-Year Governor’s School Study Committee 
November 5, 2004 

Proposal for the Establishment of a Regional  
Academic-Year Governor’s School 

 
 
Objective 
The following school divisions are requesting planning grant monies in the amount 
of $180,000 to establish a Regional Academic-Year Governor’s School: Clarke, 
Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, Warren, Winchester City, and Lord 
Fairfax Community College.   
 
Statement of Need 
Parents and students have consistently demanded an additional service delivery 
model that provides gifted and talented learners with an accelerated and integrated 
curriculum.  The design of the program will be responsive to individual student 
differences and unique learning needs within a community of learners.  A rigorous 
preparatory program is desired that allows students to be academically competitive 
when applying to colleges and universities. 
 
An initial interest survey of parents, students, teachers, and professional staff was 
collected that provided information to guide preliminary decisions. 
 

• Clear need for an Academic-Year Governor’s School in this region 
• Areas of curriculum focus on mathematics, science and technology 
• Part-day academic program for students to maintain connections with their 

base high school 
• 9th-12th grade configuration 
• Multiple sites to reduce student travel time 

 
Statement of Support 
Superintendents in the participating school divisions were unanimous in their 
support for further pursuit of an Academic-Year Governor’s School.  An important 
component of this proposal is the link between higher education and the public 
schools.  Dr. John Sygielski, president of Lord Fairfax Community College 
expressed strong commitment to the college’s participation in this initiative.  To 
accommodate the needs of the region, the Middletown and Fauquier campuses 
have been suggested as appropriate sites.  In addition, the college will provide 
academic collegiate support for curriculum decisions. 
 
 
 



Regional Academic-Year Governor’s School Study Committee 
November 5, 2004 

Use of Funds 
Funds for the planning grant will be used to address the following issues and 
needs: 

• Regional Governing Board 
• Curriculum development (to exceed the Virginia Standards of Learning) 
• Instructional program 
• Curricular resources 
• Identification of students 
• Staffing needs and expectations 
• Governor’s School academic schedule 
• Communication networks between the Academic-Year Governor’s School 

and the base high schools 
• Facility specifications (logistics) 
• Transportation issues 
• Course credit concerns (high school and college; CCCC) 
• Community and business partnerships 

 
Fiscal Arrangements 
The fiscal agent for the planning grant is Fauquier County Public Schools.  The 
requested funds allocated for this planning activity will be expended during FY 
2006 with the ability to carry forward into FY 2007if planning is not complete. 
 
We feel it important to note that we are the only geographical region in the 
Commonwealth that does not offer access to an Academic-Year Governor’s 
School.  It is our responsibility as educators, politicians, and community leaders to 
build intellectual capital that will benefit our school divisions, communities, 
Commonwealth, and society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Vacancy Announcement 
   

Planning Director for the  
Proposed Regional Governor’s School  

(Part-Time Temporary) 
 

Closing Date: May 11, 2005 
 
The school divisions of Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, Winchester City, 
and Warren are seeking a qualified individual to serve as the Planning Director for the proposed 
Regional Governor’s School for their students.  This part-time position is a one-year appointment.  
The Director will work on a part-time basis in Warrenton, Virginia from July 1, 2005 through 
June 30, 2006.   The proposed interview date is May 18, 2005.  
 
Specific Responsibilities 
The Planning Director will have the following primary responsibilities:  

 Coordinate the development of the Governor’s School Proposal to submit to the Virginia 
Board of Education and General Assembly for review;  

 Manage the regional planning budget to include oversight, coordination of purchases, and 
payments to consultants.  

 Coordinate the initial planning, development, and implementation of the instructional 
program to meet the needs of the targeted students; 

 Serve as chair of the Program Planning Board; 
 Serve as liaison to participating school divisions and site representatives (Lord Fairfax 

Community College) in the development of the program;  
 Serve as liaison to state representative (s);  
 Coordinate the new Governor’s School programs with programs of established 

Governor’s Schools;   
 Involve educators, community members, parents, state representatives in planning all 

aspects of the instructional program; 
 Perform other related duties as assigned by the Governing Board. 

 
Qualifications, Experience, Knowledge and Skills 

 A Master’s degree is required.  
 An endorsement in school administration or gifted education is preferred.  
 Experience in the writing of grants, proposals, or strategic plans is required.  
 Demonstrated ability to initiate and plan complex projects is required.  
 The candidate must possess knowledge of programs for gifted high school students; 

proven experience in the leadership of programs for gifted high school students is 
preferred. 

 Knowledge of curriculum and instructional program development is required.   
 The demonstrated ability to manage multiple priorities and deadlines is required.  
 The demonstrated ability to work in a collegial manner with groups and individuals is 

required.  
Qualified applicants should complete a send a letter of interest, resume and a Fauquier 
County Certified Applications by 4:30pm, May 11, 2005 to: Fauquier County Human 
Resources, 320 Hospital Drive, Warrenton, VA 20186.  For assistance call (540) 428-
8700 or email jjdownes@fcps1.org  Fax: (540) 347-3610. 









D.   Committees, Parameters, Timeline, and Specific 
Tasks  

                                
1. Planning Board and Curriculum Committee Members  
2. Agenda/Minutes, Governing Board Meeting, August 

16, 2005 
3. Mountain Vista Governor’s School Application 

Proposal Tasks, August 16, 2005 
4. Mountain Vista Governor’s School Timeline, 

November 21, 2005 



NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS PHONE # DIVISION

Byard, Brenda bbyard@lfcc.edu
6480 College Street 
Warrenton, VA 20187 540-351-1505 LFCC

Cherefko, Joanne jfzc@adelphia.net
779 Browntown Road
Browntown, VA 22610 540-622-6304 Warren - School Board 

Greathouse, Judi greathoJ@frederick.k12.va.us
1415 Amherst St
Winchester, VA 22604-2546 540-662-3889x222 Frederick - GT Coordinator

Hayes, Dr. Rebecca rhayes@umw.edu
7349 View Tree Drive
Warrenton, VA 20186 540-347-0817 Fauquier - UMW Professor

Jeffries, Fran Jeffrief@frederick.k12.va.us
1415 Amherst St
Winchester, VA 22604-2546 540-662-3889 x128 Frederick - Director of Instruction

Lizer, Dr. Bob 
imx@visuallink.com

220 Red Oak Road
Cross Junction, VA 22625

540-662-7555 (w)
540-888-3836 (h) Frederick - Parent (Psychiatrist)

Mangrum, Cheri cmangrum@fcps1.org
320 Hospital Drive, Suite 40
Warrenton, VA 20186 540-351-1012 Fauquier - GT Coordinator

Murray, Sally smurray@fcps1.org
7148 Airlie Road
Warrenton, VA 20187 540-347-9084 Fauquier - School Board 

Myers, Janet jmyers@wcps.k12.va.us
210 N. Commerce Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630 540-635-2171 x224 Warren - Coordinator of Gifted

Richardson, Lynne 
(or Eric Conti) lrichard@culpeperschools.org

14300 Achievement Drive
Culpeper, VA 22701 540-825-4140 Culpeper - GT Coordinator

Tupper, Raye 
(or Amy Gubler, alt.) rayetupper@rappahannock.k12.va.us

6 Schoolhouse Road
Washington, VA 22747 540-987-9028 Rappahannock - Administrator

Smalley, Eleanor DIV022@pen.k12.va.us
309 W Main St
Berryville, VA 22611 540-955-6100     Clarke County - Superintendent

Wheeler, Ellen wheeler.ellen@wps.k12.va.us
12 N. Washington Street
Winchester, VA 22601 Winchester City

PLANNING BOARD



NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS PHONE # DIVISION

Aites, Lisa laites@wcps.k12.va.us
155 Westminster Drive
Front Royal, VA 22630 540-636-3199 Warren - Math Teacher

Brittle, Nancy nbrittle@fcps1.org
705 Waterloo Road
Warrenton, VA 20186 540-347-6100 Fauquier - English Teacher

Burton, Alan aburton@wcps.k12.va.us
2 N. Marshall Street Front 
Royal VA 22630 450-622-6068 Warren - Science Teacher

Cropp, Pam pcropp@culpeperschools.org
450 Radio Lane Culpeper, VA
22701 540-825-3677 Culpeper - Math/Science Specialist

Dalton, Eric edalton@fcps1.org
320 Hospital Drive, Suite 40
Warrenton, VA 20186 540-351-1003 Fauquier - Science Coordinator

Eberhardt, Matt eberhardt@clarke.k12.va.us
309 W Main St
Berryville, VA 22611 540 955-6100 Clarke County

Gubler, Amy amygubler@rappahannock.k12.va.us
34 Schoolhouse Road
Washington, VA 22747 540-987-8259 Rappahannock - GT Teacher

Kohlhoff, Debbie Crawford crawford@frederick.k12.va.us
1415 Amherst St
Winchester, VA 22604-2546 540-662-3889 x133 Frederick - Math Coordinator

LaMonica, Cle clamonica@fcps1.org
5094 Stable Field Road
Marshall, VA 20115 540-347-6100 Fauquier - AP Physics Teacher

Pine's, Shelley pines@clarke.k12.va.us
309 W Main St
Berryville, VA 22611 540 955-6100 Clarke County

Putt, Jerry puttj@wps.k12.va.us
425 Handley Avenue
Winchester, VA 22601 540-662-3471 Winchester City - Science Teacher

Raines, Kim kraines@fcps1.org
244 Waterloo Street
Warrenton, VA 20186 540-347-6160 Fauquier - English Teacher

Sciegaj, Robert or Cathy sciegaj.cathy@wps.k12.va.us
425 Handley Avenue
Winchester, VA 22601 540-662-3471 Winchester City - M.S. Math Dept.

Tedrow, Mary mtedrow@wcps.k12.va.us
1415 Amherst St
Winchester, VA 22604-2546 540-662-3889 Frederick - English Teacher

Wever, Bob weverr@frederick.k12.va.us
1415 Amherst St
Winchester, VA 22604-2546 540-662-3889 x176 Frederick - Science Coordinator

CURRICULUM - SUBCOMMITTEE



NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS PHONE # DIVISION

Chappell, Dr. Robert T. rchappell55@yahoo.com
6 Schoolhouse Road
Washington, VA 22747 540-987-8773 Rappahannock - Superintendent

Cherefko, JoAnne jfzc@adelphia.net
779 Browntown Road
Browntown, VA 22610 540-622-6304 Warren - School Board 

Cox, David dcox@culpeperschools.org
450 Radio Lane
Culpeper, VA 22701 540-825-3677 Culpeper - Superintendent

Hutchins, Elizabeth ehutchins@culpeperschools.org
5443 Hoover Road
Reva, VA 22735 Culpeper - School Board 

Kellison, Dennis W.  
(or Lynda Hickey) kellison@wps.k12.va.us

12 N. Washington St.
Winchester, VA 22601-4110 540-667-4253 Winchester City - Superintendent

Lamanna, Dr. John alamanna@verizon.net
110 Crestleigh Dr.
Winchester, VA 22602

540-888-3456 x122 
(w)
540-667-3788 (h) Frederick - School Board 

Leach, Caren caren.leach@bvgraphics.com
6330 Lord Fairfax Hwy.
Berryville, VA 22611

540-955-9290 (w)
540-955-3411 (h) Clarke County 

Martin, Dr. David jdmartin@fcps1.org
320 Hospital Drive, Suite 40
Warrenton, VA 20186 540-351-1011 Fauquier - Superintendent

McInnis, Pamela M. pmcinnis@wcps.k12.va.us
210 North Commerce Ave. 
Front Royal, VA  22630 540/635-2171 Warren - Superintendent

Mills, John Wesley mills_wesley@bah.com
P.O. Box 135
Amissiville, VA 20106 540-937-7542 Rappahannock - School Board 

Murray, Sally smurray@fcps1.org
7148 Airlie Road
Warrenton, VA 20187 540-347-9084 Fauquier - School Board 

Schultz, Dr. Karen kschultz@su.edu
501 Seldon Drive
Winchester, VA 22601 540-678-4385 Winchester City - School Board 

Smalley, Eleanor DIV022@pen.k12.va.us
309 W Main St
Berryville, VA 22611 540-955-6100     Clarke County - Superintendent

Sygielski, Dr. John 
(or Kay Dunkley) johnski@lfcc.edu

6480 College Street 
Warrenton, VA 20187 540-351-1505 LFCC - President

Taylor, Patricia taylorp@frederick.k12.va.us
1415 Amherst St
Winchester, VA 22604-2546 540-662-3889 x115 Frederick - Asst. Superintendent

GOVERNING BOARD
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Mountain Vista Governor’s School 
Governing Board Meeting 

August 16, 2005 
Lord Fairfax Community College, Middletown, VA 

Minutes 
 
In Attendance:  Sally Murray, David Martin, Sylvia Wadsworth, Andy Hawkins, Wes 
Mills, John Lamanna, Karen Schultz, Dennis Kellison, Pam McInnis, Joanna Cherefko, 
Kay Dunkley, Patty Taylor, Elizabeth Hutchins, Dave Cox, Bob Chappell, John 
Sygielski.  Not Present:  Eleanor Smalley, Caren Leach. 
 

I. Call to Order-Chairman Sally Murray called the meeting to order at 8:03 AM. 
 

II. Roll Call-Mrs. Murray asked those present to identify themselves and their role 
on the Governing Board.  Mrs. Murray noted that the representatives from Clark 
County were not present.  Sylvia Wadsworth took a moment to introduce herself 
to the Governing Board and gave a brief biographical background. 

 
III. Adoption of Agenda-Karen Schultz moved that the agenda be approved.  The 

motion was seconded by John Lamanna.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

IV. Welcome New Planning Director-This item was covered during the Roll Call 
when Ms. Wadsworth gave a summary of her experiences. 

 
V. Consent Agenda 

 
 Approval of Minutes, July 18, 2005-Mrs. Murray stated that there were 

two corrections to the minutes of the July 18, 2005, Board Meeting, in 
Section II-Name of Governor’s school.  Those corrections are:  1) “Mrs. 
Murray suggested not putting the subject area focus in the name and the 
Board concurred.” 2) A proposed name of the school was Two Rivers, not 
Two Pines.  A motion was made by Joanna Cherefko to approve the 
amended minutes of July 18, 2005.  The motion was seconded by Wes 
Mills.  The motion passed. 

 
VI. Information Items 

 
 Constitution and By-Laws-David Martin reviewed with the Board the 

suggested changes from Patrick Lacy.  These changes generated questions 
related to Section IV, Item C regarding the Finance Officer or the 
Treasurer of the County.  Dr. Martin stated that he would gain clarification 
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from Mr. Lacy.  Article V and Article VI are additions to the Constitution 
suggested by Pat Lacy.  Article V articulate the Committee of 
Superintendents, i.e., Purpose, Membership, Powers, Organization and 
Meetings and Article VI deals with the director of the Governor’s School.  
There was another addition in Article VII suggested by Pat Lacy dealing 
with the fiscal agent.  The next item discussed as part of the constitution 
was the By-Laws.  There was a deletion suggested by Mr. Lacy related to 
special meetings.  Members of the Governing Board asked Dr. Martin to 
clarify this deletion with Mr. Lacy.  Also it was requested that Dr. Martin 
seek information from Mr. Lacy about an addition to the By-Laws related 
to notice of meetings to the press.  Dr. Martin stated that after he received 
clarification on the various points in the Constitution and By-Laws, he 
would e-mail members of the Governing Board and those changes would 
be reflected in italics. 

 Joint Agreement-Dr. Martin reviewed the Agreement to Establish and 
Operate a Regional Governor’s School.  Suggested changes from Mr. 
Lacy were minimal and really did not change content areas; however, 
there was a clarification of a possible typo in the first paragraph. 

 Overview of Academic Year Governor School Characteristics-Sylvia 
Wadsworth distributed and reviewed a document that directors of 
Governor’s Schools throughout VA compiled.  This document outlined the 
Virginia Academic Year Governor Schools for 2005 by listing all 
Governor’s Schools; their focus; whether they were full or part-time; the 
format; the grades served; the number of counties; and the approximate 
enrollment. 

 Proposed Timeline for Application Submission-Ms. Wadsworth 
distributed a draft timeline dated August 15, 2005, with all the tasks 
needing completion before the Governor’s School can get underway. This 
document included those individuals responsible for the task; when the 
task would start; and when it would finish.  She also distributed a page 
outlining specific tasks for the Governing Board, Planning Board; 
Curriculum Committee and Planning Director.  It was noted during the 
discussion of the timeline that the application to the State Board of 
Education and the General Assembly must be one of quality and should be 
well thought out.  It was recognized that this is simply a time table and a 
very tight one at that; and the decision would have to be made that this 
Governor’s School meet the characteristic of being a quality program prior 
to submission.  Ms. Wadsworth noted that a correction to the date of the 
Curriculum Committee meeting should made from October 3, 2005, to 
October 10, 2005.  There was a question asked by Bob Chappell related to 
the presentations between the Department of Education and the General 
Assembly.  It was noted that due to the short time to develop the program 
that these presentations would probably be made simultaneously with the 
initial presentation being made and approval requested from the 
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Department of Education at the two meetings in January since there was 
not a December meeting.  Karen Schultz from Winchester asked what the 
Governing Board could do to ensure that the program moves forward for 
approval. Sylvia Wadsworth responded that a commitment of staff in each 
of the school divisions to work on the program in such a short period of 
time would be essential.   

 Drafting Operational Budget for 2006-2007-Andy Hawkins, Budget and 
Operations Director with Fauquier County Public Schools, distributed a 
draft projected state funding model for the Mountain Vista Regional 
Governor’s School.  This included participating counties; composite 
index; enrollment percentage; and full day vs. half day program slots.  
Discussion ensued to give members of the Board an idea about one 
possible funding mechanism and the costs surrounding the program.  
Dennis Kellison, Superintendent in Winchester, made a suggestion that the 
Governing Board pull budgets from other Governor’s Schools to review 
how they are set up, slot allocation and funding.   

 
VII. Action Items 

 Planning Committee Recommendations-Sylvia Wadsworth reviewed the 
Planning Committee recommendation for having a four year program, 
grades 9-12; a half-day instructional format; development of two sites via 
Lord Fairfax Community College, at the Middletown and Fauquier 
campuses; implementation in 2006-2007 for 11th and 12th grades with a 
phase in for 9th and 10th which would mean adding 10th grade in 07-08, 
adding 9th grade in 08-09; as well as investigation of humanities-based 
course strands.  After a discussion, John Lamanna moved that the 
Planning Committee recommendations be accepted.  Karen Schultz 
seconded the motion.  During further discussion, Karen Schultz requested 
the Governing Board consider adding a number 7 to review and embrace a 
virtual learning component for the Governor’s School.  John Lamanna 
accepted that amendment.  Dennis Kellison also requested the Planning 
Committee talk about the phase-in process of grade levels for the 
Governor’s School.  He suggested that an identification process of courses 
in the home school needed to take place and he encouraged a stronger 
commitment to get a four year program as soon as possible.  After the 
discussion, Mrs. Murray called for the vote and the amended motion 
passed. 

 Revision to Planning Budget-Dr. Martin reviewed the revised budget with 
the Governing Board.  Initially an application was made to the General 
Assembly for a planning grant of $180,000.  The allocation was reduced to 
$100,000.  The major categories of the budget that was previously 
submitted were maintained; however the amounts for those categories 
were adjusted.  Wes Mills made a motion to approve the revised budget.  
Joanna Cherefko seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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VIII. Board Member Comments 

 Wes Mills asked for clarification of title for the director, whether it was 
interim or part-time position.  He also discussed the expectation of this 
body for the Constitution and the Joint Agreement.   

 Elizabeth Hutchins stated that she was glad to see humanities as a 
consideration for a strand and would also like to see fine arts explored.   

 John Lamanna encouraged Board members to sell the concept of the 
Governor’s School to Board of Supervisor members.   

 Joanna Cherefko brought up a question about the number of slots and what 
would happen if those slots are not filled.  Discussion ensued.   

 Karen Schultz stated that there was tremendous excitement about the 
institution of the Governor’s School program in “raising all boats in a 
school division”.  She was looking forward to the communities embracing 
the concept. 

 
IX. Superintendent Comments 

 Bob Chappell asked a question about dual enrollment at Lord Fairfax 
Community College and suggested that in terms of funding dual 
enrollment that the Governing Board or Lord Fairfax Community College 
look at other Governor’s Schools with similar models.   

 Dennis Kellison stated that he was excited about the institution of a 
Governor’s School program.   

 Patty Taylor suggested that we look at good examples of distance learning 
because there were those that were doing distance learning that may not 
have the quality required for institution in a Governor’s School program.   

 David Cox stated that he appreciated the hard work that had been done so 
far in putting this project together.   

 Pam McInnis stated she was excited as well, but also recognized that it 
will take time to develop and we should not rush in to get the project 
completed just to get it completed.   

 Kay Dunkley stated that Lord Fairfax Community College was excited 
about expanding partnerships with public schools.  She also stated that 
Culpeper was not part of their service region; however, they welcome 
them and are excited to have them part of the group.  Dr. Dunkley also 
stated that the humanities component was one that could generate a lot of 
interest.   

 John Sygielski welcomed all members to Lord Fairfax Community 
College and noted that Lord Fairfax Community College was committed 
to make the Governor’s School program a success.   

 David Martin stated that as we look at space at Lord Fairfax Community 
College that we consider not just having a wing of the building for the 
Governor’s School program but that we give students an opportunity for 
space being available. 
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X. Director Comments 

 Sylvia Wadsworth stated that she was excited about being part of the 
program and that she would be meeting with the Curriculum Committee 
this afternoon. 

 
XI. Set Meeting Schedule-The following meeting dates were established:   

 
 Sept. 30, 2005; 8:00 AM; Lord Fairfax Community College-Fauquier 

Campus 
 Oct. 25, 2005; 8:00 AM; Lord Fairfax Community College-

Middletown Campus 
 Nov. 21, 2005; 8:00 AM; Location-TBD 

 
It was also suggested that we explore the possibility of having a Distance 
Learning planning meeting.  Kay Dunkley stated she would look for a future 
meeting date. 

 
XII. Adjournment-John Lamanna made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Wes 

Mills seconded the motion.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 
10:05 AM 

 
 

J. David Martin, Clerk 
 



 
 
MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR”S SCHOOL 
Application Proposal Tasks (August 16, 2005) 
 

Governing Board Planning Board Curriculum Committee Planning Director 
*Establish Regional Partnership 
*School Name 
*By-Laws 
*Support Planning Board and 
 Curriculum Recommendations 
*Approve Planning Board and 
  Curriculum Committee 
*Provide Governances 
*Provide divisions statements of 
assurances for a 3 year support of 
program 
*Develop and approve funding 
*Obtain political support 
*Obtain community support  
*Approve Student Application 
 Proposal 
*Present Application at VA  
  Board of Education Meeting 

*Establish Regional 
 Community of Learners 
*Design Scope/Sequence 
*Develop Need/Rationale 
*Parent/Student Survey Data 
*Support Letters from Gifted 
Education Advisory 
Committees 
*Design Instructional program 
*Develop Budget 
*Develop Mission, Vision, 
  Overall  Goals 
*Visit other GS  
*Plan for facilities/resources 
*Plan for technology support 
*Develop Curriculum 
*Develop Application Process 
*Determine staffing needs and 
qualifications 
*Develop a list of community 
resources and obtain 
Community support 
*Integration with school 
divisions’ gifted services 
*Above and Beyond Assurance 
of services currently available 
in local school divisions 

  *Design Logo 

*Establish Regional 
  Community of learners 
*Develop Mission, Vision, 
  Overall  Goals 
*Design Curriculum  
*Visit other GS 
*Design Application 
  Process 
*Develop list of  
  community resources and 
  obtain community support 
*Integration of Curriculum 
*Differentiation to meet  
  unique needs of gifted  
  learners 
*Research Component 
*Design Logo 

*Establish Regional 
 Community of Learners 
*Support Governing Board, 
 Planning Board and 
 Curriculum Committee 
*Create application Document 
*Submit Application as 
 Agenda item for VA Board of  
 Education 
*Support application 
 presentation by Governing 
 Board 
*Develop operational budget 
 

 



Mountain Vista GS
Application Process Timeline

 11/21/05

1 15 22 28 5 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28 5 12 19 26
Initiating AY Governor's School

Establish Planning Committee [PC] Superintendents
Establish Governing Board  [GB) Superintendents
Obtain Planning $ for DOE Superintendents
Develop School Division Agreement Super/GB
Establish Fiscal Agent Super/GB
Develop Gov Board Constitution/By-laws Superin/GB/PC
Establish Need/Rationale for program Superin/GB/PC/Dir 08/01/05 10/31/05
     Parent/Student Survey
    Area Statistics
    Gifted Services Comparison
    Gifted Advisory Committees Recommend
    Community Support
Assurance of Invite to Participate Super/GB/PC
3 yr Assurance of  School Division Support Superin/GB/PC 10/03/05 11/28/05
Secure Planning Director [DIR] Super/GB/PC/Dir
Develop Budget for use of Planning $ Super/GB/PC/Dir 08/01/05 08/15/05
Establish Curriculum Development Com [CC] Super/GB/PC/Dir
Determine all Players/Relationship/Roles Super/GB/PC/Dir 08/01/05 10/17/05
Report to School Division SchBoard/Admin/Com Super/GB/PC/Dir 10/03/05 12/19/05
Create Application Document Dir 10/03/05 11/28/05
GB Approve Application Document Super/GB/PC 11/14/05 11/21/05
Submit to VA Board of Education Dir 12/01/05 12/01/05
Present at Va Board of Education Meeting Super/GB/Dir 01/12/06 01/26/06

   Program Design
Regional Community of Learners Super/GB/PC/Dir 08/01/05 10/03/05
Visit Established Governor's Schools PC/CC/Dir 08/22/05 09/19/05
Determine Location (s)/Facilities Super/GB/PC/Dir 08/01/05 10/03/05
Determine Grade Levels Super/GB/PC/Dir 08/01/05 08/15/05
Determine # of student participants Super/GB/PC/Dir 08/15/05 09/26/05
Determine staffing positions Super/GB/PC/Dir 09/26/05 10/26/05
Determine Instructional Design Super/GB/PC/Dir 08/01/05 09/30/05
Develop School Logo PC/CC/Dir 10/03/05 11/21/05
Seek Community Resources PC/CC/Dir 08/01/05 11/28/05
Design Student Selection Process and Criteria PC/CC/Dir 10/03/05 10/31/05
Design Staffing Selection Process and Criteria PC/CC/Dir 09/26/05 10/31/05
Determine Technology Enhancements PC/CC/Dir 09/19/05 10/31/05
Determine Student Transportation Super/GB/PC/Dir 10/03/05 10/31/05

Curiculum Development
Mission, Philosophy, Goals, Objectives, etc PC/CC/Dir 08/01/05 10/03/05
Uniqueness/Beyond Regular School Options PC/CC/Dir 08/01/05 09/26/05
Program of Study Courses/Descriptions PC/CC/Dir 09/19/05 10/31/05
Curriculum Model/Instructional Day PC/CC/Dir 08/01/05 11/07/05
 Facilities PC/CC/Dir 08/16/05 10/31/05
Instructional Materials PC/CC/Dir 10/03/05 10/10/05
Technology Enhanced PC/CC/Dir 09/19/05 10/31/05

Full-Time Administration
Fulltime Director Super/GB 11/07/05 03/31/06
Clerical Support Super/GB/PC/Dir 11/07/05 03/31/06
Technology Support Super/GB/PC/Dir 11/07/05 03/31/06
Office Location Super/GB/PC/Dir 11/07/05 03/31/06
Operational Budget Super/GB/PC/Dir 10/03/05 03/31/06
Scheduled
Completed

December
Task Name

Prime 
Responsibility Start Finish Completed

2005 August September October November



E. Visiting Virginia’s Academic-Year Governor’s 
 Schools 

 
1. Memo, Planning for AYGS Visits, September 9, 2005 
2. Minutes, Governing Board Meeting, September 30, 

2005  
3. Documentation for Reporting on Visits 

 
[Note: Reporting documented also in Planning Board Minutes for 
September 20, 2005]  



 
MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 

 
TO:     Planning Board Members 
FROM: Sylvia Wadsworth 
SUBJECT:       Planning for Visitation to Virginia’s AYGS 
DATE:   September 9, 2005  UPDATE 
 
I have contacted the following AYGS directors to arrange for you to visit prior to our September 
20th meeting.  Please decide which school your team would like to visit and let me know.  I will 
update this chart on a first come, first serve basis.   You contact the director, make the final 
arrangements, and advise me so that I can keep the whole group informed.  I will update this 
information chart as needed.   
 
Our goal here is to gather as much information as we can prior to the next Planning Board 
Meeting on September 20th .  Suggested list provided. 
 
REMINDER:  If you have not yet sent to me your school division’s academic year calendar, high 
school program of study and instructional day schedule, please make this information available 
for me to pick up at the Fauquier School Board Office on August 15th.  Thank you. 
 
Gov School Director Contact information Visiting 

Group  
Date/Time 
for Visit/ 

Blue Ridge GS Marc 
Carraway 

434-589-8208 
mcarraway@brvgs.k12.va.us 
www.brvgs.k12.va.us 

  

Central Virginia 
GS for Sc & 
Technology 

Tom Morgan 434-582-1104 
tmorgan@cvgs.k12.va.us 
www.cvgs.k12.va.us 

Culpeper Co.  
Hutchins, 
Richardson, 
Cropp,  

September 15 

Chesapeake Bay 
GS for Marine & 
Environmental Sc 

Patti Griffin 084-443-0267 
pgriffin@cbgs.k12.va.us 
www.cbgs.k12.va.us 

  

Commonwealth 
GS 

David Baker 540-548-1278 
dbaker@cgs.k12.va.us 
www.cgs.k12.va.us 

Winchester City 
Kellison, Hickey 

September 22 

GS of Southside 
VA 

Cathy Cottrell 434-736-0616 
cathycottrell2001@yahoo.com 
www.gsget.com 

  

Jackson River Susan 
Rollinson 

540-863-2841 
srollinson@dl.vccs.edu 
www.dl.vccs.edu/jrgs 

  

Piedmont GS for 
Math, Sc & Tech 

Brian Pace 276-632-5079 
bpace@ph.vccs.edu 
www.ph.vccs.edu  

  

Roanoke Valley 
GS for Sc And 
Tech 

Evan Glazer 540-853-2116 
eglazer@rvgs.k12.us 
www.rvgs.k12.va.us 

Frederick Co 
Jeffries, 
Greathouse, 
Wever, 
Crawford 

September 14 

Shenandoah 
Valley GS 

Linda Cauley 540-245-5088 
cauley2@svgs.k12.va.us 
www.svgs.k12.va.us 

Warren Co. 
Cherefko & 
Myers 

September 7 

SW GS for Sc 
Math, & Tech 

Pat Duncan 540-674-2552 
duncan@swvgs.k12.va.us 
www.swvgs.k12.va.us 

Frederick Co 
Jeffries, 
Greathouse, 
Wever, 
Crawford 

September 15 



 
 
 
Observe/Gather/Reflect on: 
 

 Main Focus/Overall Vision 
 Administration and Management 

o Governance 
 Policies/Procedures 
 Organizational Chart 
 Integration with participating division gifted education services  

o Administration Office and staffing 
 Resources/Materials 

o Funding Sources and Expenditures 
 State 
 Local 
 Community/Private 
 Grants  

 Operational Design 
o Building of Regional Community of Learners 
o Operational format within participating school divisions/high schools 
o Scope in terms of disciplines, grades, etc 
o Facilities = Single site/multiple sites 

 Office for staff 
 Flexibility for grouping 
 Virtual/On-line Connectivity 

o Instructional Day Format 
o Staffing 

 Hiring Procedures 
 Staff Development 
 Technology Support 

o Transportation from Home-based School 
o Community Partnerships 

 Educational 
 Business 
 Associations/Foundations 

 Curriculum Design 
o Building Sense of Regional Community of Learners 
o Uniqueness/Above and Beyond Regular School to need unique needs of 

gifted learners 
o Mission, Philosophy, Vision, Beliefs, Overall Objectives 
o Program of Study & Course Descriptions 
o Avenue for earning college credit (AP, IB, DE) 
o Meeting Special Needs of Gifted Students 
o Assessments 
o Opportunity for independent research 
o Opportunity for leadership/community outreach and service 
o How Technology enhanced 
o Integration 
o Differentiation 

 Technology support 
 Students 



o Ability Levels 
o Identification and Selection 

 Application Forms/Procedures/Timeline/Instruments 
o Guidance Services 
o Outcomes 

 Public Relations Information  
o Logo 
o Brochure 
o Website 
o School (Guidance Office) Posters 
o Etc. 

 
 

Sylvia Wadsworth 
4531 Hill Top Lane 

Kitty Hawk, NC 27949 
 

Home: 252-255-0847 
FAX: 252-261-5262 
Cell:  540-907-0043 

 
swadsworth@fcps1.org 

or 
sylviawads@hotmail.com 
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Mountain Vista Governor’s School 
Governing Board Meeting; Sept. 30, 2005 

Lord Fairfax Community College, Fauquier Campus Warrenton, VA 
 

Minutes 
 
In Attendance:  Sally Murray, David Martin, Sylvia Wadsworth, Andy Hawkins, Joanna 
Cherefko, Pam McInnis, Wes Mills, Bob Chappell, Fran Jeffries, John Lamanna, Dennis 
Kellison, Elizabeth Hutchins, Dave Cox, Kay Dunkley. 
Not Present:  Karen Schultz, Eleanor Smalley, Caren Leach. Patty Taylor, John Sygielski 
 

I. Call to Order-Chairman Sally Murray called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 

III. Adoption of Agenda-David Cox moved that the agenda be approved.  The motion was 
seconded by John Lamanna.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
IV. Consent Agenda- Joanna Cherefko moved that the consent agenda be approved.  The 

motion was seconded by Wes Mills.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

 Approval of Minutes, August 16, 2005 
 Payment of Bills 

  
V. Information Items 

 
a. Constitution and By-Laws/Joint Agreement- It was discussed that an inclusion for 

the Constitution/By-Laws should include the option for local school boards to 
either elect or appoint members to the Governing Board.  The funding formula 
was discussed with a consensus to review the allocation on an annual basis.  The 
employment of teachers was discussed as either on a full time or part time basis.  
The liability issue surrounding this employment status was reviewed.  In terms of 
non-public school student attendance, it was determined that slot allocation would 
be made to each locality and the locality would determine how the slots would be 
filled. 

 
A Code of Student Conduct was discussed and determined that the consequence 
of any disciplinary infraction at the Mountain Vista Governor’s School would be 
subject the Code of Student Conduct at the base school of the student. It was also 
suggested that the Governing Board would formally adopt the Constitution at 
their meeting on October 25.   

 
b.  Issues for Discussion

 

C:\CSH\Governor's 
School\Issues for Disc 
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c. Governor School visits- 
 Elizabeth Hutchins visited the Lynchburg Governor’s School.  She stated that 

teachers at the Lynchburg Governor’s School are paid at the college level professor 
level rather than as public school teachers.  The class size observed at the 
Lynchburg Governor’s School was between fifteen and eighteen students.  She also 
noted that business and industry contribute equipment to the program.  There is an 
orientation for students of the Governor’s School one week in June prior to the 
school opening in the fall.  Students remarked to Ms. Hutchins that a challenge for 
them was independence & time management.  Dual enrollment credit is given. 

 Dennis Kellison visited the Commonwealth Governor’s School.  He was impressed 
with the technology, video conferencing, and distance learning components.  The 
program is an Advanced Placement based program between eleven schools and five 
sites. 

 Fran Jeffries visited the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School and distributed a 
handout comparing various aspects of the Governor’s School. 

 Joanne Cherefko visited the Shenandoah Valley Governor’s School. She stated 
there are seven high schools that participate on a Monday Wednesday and Friday 
schedule at a vocational technical building. Lab experiences occur on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  Those areas emphasized include the fine arts, theatre, and robotics. The 
student population consists of eighty percent of identified gifted students and 
twenty percent are no.  Students provide own transportation and there is a summer 
orientation.  Each participating high school selects students according to common 
criteria.  By June 30, all students slots are filled or go somewhere else.  There were 
few community partnerships noted.  There is no guidance counselor serving the 
program specifically; however, it was noted that a full time guidance counselor was 
needed.  All classes have an Advanced Placement design.  A recommendation was 
given to hire the director early for a governor’s school program. 

 
d. Overview of Curriculum Framework:  Sylvia Wadsworth distributed and 

reviewed the documents below: 
 

C:\CSH\Governor's 
School\Minutes Planni   

C:\CSH\Governor's 
Best Practice Center\  

C:\CSH\Governor's 
School\Science Descri   

C:\CSH\Governor's 
School\Math Descripti  

C:\CSH\Governor's 
School\Humanities Dra  

C:\CSH\Governor's 
School\Research Draf  

C:\CSH\Governor's 
School\Program Form   

C:\CSH\Governor's 
School\Div Instruct Da   

C:\CSH\Governor's 
School\Possible Week 

 
e. Drafting an operational budget:  Andy Hawkins reviewed a funding scenario. 
 
f. School Division Commitment:  It was determined that a school division’s 

commitment would be for three years initially. 
 

g. Community Endorsements:  It was suggested that letters of endorsement be 
received by the end of November. 
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h. Shenandoah University Partnerships:  Dennis Kellison will arrange a meeting 
with Shenandoah University with Dr. Martin and Sylvia Wadsworth to determine 
partnership possibilities. 

 
i. Logo:  Several logos have been received and will be reviewed by the Planning 

Committee for a recommendation. 
 

VI. Board Member Comments: Due to time constraints, board member comments were brief. 
 

 
VII. Superintendent Comments: Due to time constraints, superintendent comments were brief. 

 
 
VIII. Director Comments: Due to time constraints, Ms. Wadsworth stated that the main body 

of her comments was included in previous discussions. 
  
 

IX. Next Meeting:  October 25, 2005;  8:00 AM; Lord Fairfax Community College-
Middletown Campus 

 
IX. Adjournment:  John Lamanna made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Joanne 

Cherefko seconded the motion.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 
10:30 AM 

 
 

J. David Martin, Clerk 
 



Shenandoah Valley Governor’s School 
Sept. 7 Visit 

 
► Open since Fall 1993 – housed in Voc. Tech. building 
► Augusta County; Staunton, Waynesboro – 7 high schools feed into it 
► Grades 11 and 12 
► 125 Math/Science Students; 50 Arts 
► Added “Humanities” 4 years ago – English SOL – SOL’s taken in home high schools 
► College Schedule – MWF Lecture (44 min.); TR Labs (90 min.) 

 
► Research and Engineering Component – engineering approach to problem solving 

 
► Environmental Science component 

 
► If all of our students are G&T, we’ll be unique among all the governor’s school; 80% 

of their population was identified as G&T prior to admission 
 

► Co-Curricular Activities – Robotics Club, Junior Engineering Tech Society, Ocean 
Science Bowl, Computer Science Competition – they do not compete with their high 
schools 

 
► Students provide own transportation – some travel an hour over mts. to get there 

 
► Admission to Math/Science Program involves activities, PSAT scores, math 

placement for the community college, in-house science reasoning skills assessment; 2 
lab sciences required by 10th grade. 

 
► Funding – Well funded by their county/cities; apply for educational endowment 

grants; JMU gives money occasionally; NSF grant fell into their lap 
 

► Student designed the main page of their website – website is very important in 
recruiting students 

 
► Very few community partnerships (high schools do mentorships, and they will not 

compete) 
 

► Utilize high school guidance counselor; students need career counseling; contract 
services with LFCC?  If high schools do not offer career days, Mountain Vista could. 

 
► Differentiated instruction?  Labs – high performing students, as measured by two 

different assessments of math ability, are grouped together.  Lower achieving students 
are grouped together for labs. 

 
► Learning curve is so steep, cream doesn’t rise to top until end of grade 11 – takes 3-9 

wks for students to settle in; 12-25 weeks for slower students 
 



► 4 AP classes and dual enrollment courses:  AP Computer Science, Environmental 
Science, Statistics, and Calculus BC (under pressure) 

 
► All classes there are given AP  weighting on high school report card – except 

independent study, which is unweighted 
 

► 3 – 3 ½ day Summer Orientation required – some fun, but academic as well 
 

► ADVICE:  Hire a director early – by early spring so she/he can be involved in hiring 
teachers 

 
► Students must take one math, one science, and one tech course in 11th grade – some 

flexibility for students who have already taken advanced math and science in high 
school 

 
► Selection Process:  Director recruits end of Sept./beginning Oct.; small group 

visitations from Oct. – Feb.; Superintendents send letters of invitation in March/April 
– students have two weeks to decide and must sign agreement to attend summer 
orientation, do research, etc.; high school picks the students – same criteria in each 
division; Principal must sign off that student is in good standing – is recommended 
highly, recommended with reservation, or not recommended; we may want to have a 
section on discipline record on application; by June 30, all slots must be filled or they 
go to someone else 

 
► 1st group of students running away from something (high school), not running toward 

gov. sch.  In year 4 or 5, we will get the students we want.  We may not get our best 
students in the first few years. 









 
F. Planning Board and Curriculum Committee 

Meeting Documentation            
 

1. Agenda/Minutes, Planning Board Meetings 
a. August 3, 2005 
b. September 20, 2005 
c. October 4, 2005 
d. October 24, 2005 
e. November 15, 2005 

2. Agenda/Minutes, Curriculum Team Meetings 
a. June 23, 2005  
b. July 18, 2005  
c. August 16, 2005  
d. September 19, 2005  
e. September 26, 2005  
f. October 3, 2005  
g. October 10, 2005 

 



 
MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 

 
Planning Board Minutes 

August 3, 2005 
Central Complex, Warrenton 

 
PRESENT:   Community: Rebecca Hayes; Culpeper: Lynne Richardson; Fauquier: Cheri 
Mangrum, Sally Murray; Frederick: Fran Jeffries, Judi Greathouse, Bob Lizer; Warren: 
Janet Myers; Winchester: Jerry Putts; Planning Director: Sylvia Wadsworth 
 
NOT PRESENT:  LFCC: Brenda Byard; Warren: Joanne Cherefko; Rappahannock: Raye 
Tupper; Clarke: Eleanor Smalley; Winchester: Ellen Wheeler 
 

1. Chairman Rebecca Hayes called the meeting to order at 9:05am with a 
welcome to all and introduction of Planning Director Sylvia Wadsworth.   
 

                  Wadsworth contact information is:     4531 Hilltop Lane 
                                                                               Kitty Hawk, N.C.  27949 
 
                                                                               Home:     252-255-0847 
             FAX:       252-261-5262 
                                                                               Cell:         540-907-0043 
 
                                                                                Email:     sylviawads@hotmail.com 
 

2. Board listed prior planning ideas/vision for Mountain View GS: 
a. Focus on science, math, technology 
b. Meet academic needs for more advanced learners 
c. Establish a new regional community of learners 
d. Establish two sites using facilities of LFCC 
e. Continue to define needs of gifted learners and enhance community 

understanding of those special needs 
f. Expose students to career opportunities 
g. Offer students an integrated curriculum learning option 
h. Promote the concept of service leadership as a social responsibility 
i. Provide in-depth study and investigative opportunities through a project-

based learning environment 
  
Jeffries provided Wadsworth with a hard copy of a PowerPoint developed to 
provide communities with initial planning information for a regional 
governor’s school. 
 
Wadsworth provided a list of Virginia’s Academic Year Governor’s Schools 
(AYGS) defining characteristics developed by the Virginia AYGS Directors 
(attached).   Each school has its identifying focus and instructional design, but 



all programs strive to uphold these characteristics.  She also provided a brief 
data chart of the current Virginia AYGS programs (attached). 
 
 

3. Committee unanimously agreed to recommend to the Governing Board: 
a. 4-year program; grades 9-12 
b. Half-day instructional format 
c. Development of two sites 
d. Implementation in 2006-07 with the 11th and 12th grades 
e. Phase in of the 9th and 10th grade ASAP; ideally, adding the 10th grade in 

2007-08 and the 9th grade in 2008-09 
f. Investigate including humanities-based course(s)/strands as an avenue to 

integrate the curriculum 
 

4. Wadsworth provided a first draft task/responsibility time-line for rest of 2005 
to enable submission of application proposal to Virginia Board of Education 
in January 2006. (attached) The application proposal will have to be submitted 
6 weeks prior to the scheduled meeting date.  
 
Wadsworth requested each participating school division provide the following 
prior to the August 16th Governing Board and Curriculum Committee 
meetings: 

 High School Program of Study 
 High School Instructional Day Schedule 
 Academic Year Calendar 

 
                  Wadsworth also requested at the next Board meeting (September 20): 

 Parent/student survey questions and data results 
 Copies of letters of assurance affirming 3 years of program support  

 
                  Wadsworth will provide to Board prior or at to the next meeting (September 20): 

 Detailed task lists to support the application timeline 
 Contacts with AYGC directors for setting up school visit prior to 

September 20 and obtaining information packets about the schools 
 Model letters of support from community and from advisory 

committees 
 

5. Murray offered to share with the Board materials she had obtained for Cathy 
Cottrell, Director of GS of Southside Virginia on justifying the need to 
provide services, such as governor’s school programs, to gifted students.  
Cheri Mangrum agreed to copy the materials for all Board Members. 

 
 
 
 
 



6. Board agreed to the following meeting schedule for fall 2005: 
    

PLANNING BOARD CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Tues, September 20, 9:00am – 12:00noon 
Tues, October 4,  9:00am – 3:00pm 
Mon, October 24, 9:00am – 3:00pm 

Mon, September 19, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, September 26, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, October 3, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, October 10, 9:00am-3:00pm 

 
           Cheri Mangrum will schedule for meeting room at Central Complex, Warrenton. 
 
7. Meeting was adjourned at 11:50am.  Next meeting set for September 20, 

Central Complex, Warrenton, 9:00-12:00 



MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 
 

 Planning Board Minutes 
September 20, 2005 

Central Complex, Warrenton 
 

PRESENT:   Community: Rebecca Hayes; Culpeper: Lynne Richardson; Fauquier: Sally 
Murray;  Frederick: Fran Jeffries, Judi Greathouse, Bob Lizer; LFCC: Brenda Byard; 
Rappahannock: Raye Tupper; Warren: Joanne Cherefko; Winchester: Ellen Wheeler; 
Planning Director: Sylvia Wadsworth 
 
NOT PRESENT:   Fauquier: Cheri Mangrum, Warren: Janet Myers; Clarke: Eleanor 
Smalley  
 

1. Chairman Rebecca Hayes called the meeting to order at 9:05am with a 
welcome to all, introductions, and approval of meeting agenda.  

                   
2. August 3, 2005 Minutes approved. 

 
3.          Rebecca Hayes summarized actions taken by the Governing Board on August  
             16, 2005.  

 Approved the following parameters for Initial Program Development 
1. 4-year program, grades 9-12 

       2.  Half-day instructional format 
       3.  Development of two sites (LFCC, Middletown/Fauquier) 
       4.  Implementation in 2006-2007 with 11th and 12th grades 
       5.  Phase in 9th and 10th grade.  Add 10th grade in 07/08; Add 9th grade in 
                             08/09 

6. Investigate humanities-based course strands 
7. Embrace a virtual learning component to enhance learning 

opportunities 
 Endorsed application proposal timeline with a target date of December 

5, 2005 for submission to the Virginia Department of Education.   
 Approved Revised Planning Grant Budget for $100,000 

 
    Sally Murray added: 

 3.5 hour instructional day would increase the level of state funding  
 Prince William County School Board may be interested in exploring  

      The possibilities of joining the Mountain Vista Governor’s School for 
       participation by students living in the westernmost portion of the  
       county.  

 Application proposal to be presented to the Virginia Board of 
      Education in January 2006. 
 
Sylvia Wadsworth added that once the Virginia Board of Education has 
approved the application, state financial support will have to be obtained 
through a local state legislator submitting an amendment to the proposed 
2006-2008 Virginia budget asking that funding be included for the 
Mountain Vista Governor’s School.  



 
4.   Planning Board members reported on their visits to Virginia Academic-Year 

Governor’s Schools.  
                      

Visiting Members County Representing AYGS Visited 
Joanne Cherefko  
(accompanied by Janet 
Myers) 

Warren Shenandoah Valley GS  

Fran Jeffries and  
Janet Greathouse 
(accompanied by Bob 
Wever and Debbie 
Kohlhoff Crawford) 

Frederick Roanoke Valley GS for 
Science and Technology 

and 
Southwest Virginia GS for 
Science, Mathematics, 
and Technology 

Lynn Richards 
(accompanied by 
Elizabeth Hutchins and 
Pam Cropp) 

Culpeper Central Virginia GS for 
Science and Technology 

 
      They reported on the positive aspects of these programs: 

 Students highly challenged and excited about learning 
 Curriculum differentiated to meet needs of gifted learners; learning 

opportunities were extensions of those available at their home-
based schools.  

 Teachers planned and taught in teams; planning time included during 
the instructional day to enable effective teaming 

 Director teaching a course 
 Curriculum integrated 
 Counselor available for support application process, emotional needs 

of students, college application process, career counseling, grade 
submission issues with participating school divisions, etc.  

 Opportunities to earn college credit through either/ or Dual 
Enrollment or successful completion of Advanced Placement 
Exams 

 Grading procedures conducive to multiple school division grade 
processing systems. 

 Code of Conduct and discipline procedures conducive to multiple 
school divisions 

 New student summer orientation programs 
 Summer enrichment programs  
 Advanced academic competition opportunities 
 Laboratory learning opportunities available that are above and 

beyond options in home-based schools 
 Real-world learning experiences 
 Scholarly research expectations for all students 
 Self-reliant learners who were independent thinkers and completed 

tasks with minimal supervision 
 Master teachers in their content areas 



 Teachers who were very supportive of students and went above and 
beyond to support a struggling or at-risk student; time allowed 
during the instructional day for teachers to support student 
individual needs 

 Flexible daily and weekly instructional schedule to allow for  
o Variety of learning activities 
o Real world learning experiences including field experiences 

and guest instructors, speakers, etc 
o Student independent research 
o Extensive, hands-on laboratory experiences  
o Extensive Research  
o Participation in academic competitions 
o Individual student talents, learning interests, and needs 
o Mentorships/Internships 

 Professional development activities, including avenues for earning an 
endorsement in gifted education 

 Professional library  
 Technology-enhanced learning environments 
 Extensive community partnerships with higher level educational 

institutions, businesses, professional and community groups, etc. 
Director devoted time to soliciting, community support, 
partnerships, mentorships/internships, etc.  Some programs had 
established foundations for the purpose of acquiring both financial 
and educational support. 

 
5.  Board reviewed, endorsed, and commended the work of the Curriculum 

Committee.  It endorsed the September 19, 2005 recommendation of the 
Curriculum Committee with the following recommendations: 

 A 3.5 hour instructional day time frame of  7:30am – 11:00am 
 A humanities curriculum piece be included in the 3.5 hour 

                                     instructional day 
  

Sylvia Wadsworth collected other written comments/suggestions from Planning 
Board Members.  She will compile them and share with the Curriculum 
Committee as they continue their work on September 26.  
 
 
 

6. Sylvia Wadsworth provided the Board with  
 Packet of sample letters of community endorsement/support of governor’s 

school programs 
 Packet of information on building community support for gifted education 

programs, including governor’s schools. 
 

 Board members began to generate lists of persons, groups, businesses, higher 
educational institutions, etc. within their localities that should be contacted about 
providing endorsement for and support of the enhanced educational opportunities 
to be made available through the Mountain Vista Governor School program.  

 



            Sally Murray provided a letter that she had sent to the Fauquier Board of 
Supervisors that briefly outlined the emerging Mountain Vista Governor’s School 
as a the newest member of Virginia’s Academic-Year Governor’s School Program.  
A copy of her letter was provided to all Board members. 

 
7. Brenda Byard requested as soon as possible a breakdown of space needed at both 

Lord Fairfax Community College campuses; i.e., rooms, laboratories, distance 
learning classrooms, etc.  

 
8. Meeting was adjourned at 12:00noon.  Next meeting set for Tuesday, October 4 , 

Central Complex, Warrenton, 9:00-12:00 

 
For Your Information: Meeting Schedule   

 
                Wadsworth Contact Information 

Home Fauquier School Board Office 
4531 Hilltop Lane 

Kitty Hawk, N.C. 27949 
Home:252-255-0847 
FAX: 252-261-5262 
Cell: 540-907-0043 

sylviawads@hotmail.com 
or 

swadsworth@fcps1.com 
 

Fauquier County School Board Office 
320 Hospital Drive 

Warrenton, VA 20186 
Phone: 540-428-8758 

 

 
 

PLANNING BOARD CURRICULUM COMMITTEE GOVERNING BOARD 
Tues, Oct 4,  9:00am – 3:00pm 
Mon, Oct 24, 9:00am – 3:00pm 

Mon, Sept 26, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, Oct 3, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, Oct 10, 9:00am-3:00pm 

Fri, Sept 30, 8:00am 
Tues, Oct 25, 8:00am 
Mon, Nov 21, 8:00am 



MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 
 

Planning Board Minutes 
October 4, 2005 

Central Complex, Warrenton 
 

PRESENT:   Community: Rebecca Hayes; Culpeper: Lynne Richardson; Fauquier: Sally 
Murray, Cheri Mangrum;  Frederick: Fran Jeffries, Judi Greathouse, Bob Lizer;; 
Rappahannock: Raye Tupper; Warren: Joanne Cherefko, Janet Myers; Winchester: Lynda 
Hickey; Planning Director: Sylvia Wadsworth 
 
NOT PRESENT:   LFCC: Brenda Byard; Clarke: Eleanor Smalley 
 

1. Chairman Rebecca Hayes called the meeting to order at 9:05am with a 
welcome to all, introductions, and approval of meeting agenda.  

                   
2. September 20, 2005 Minutes approved. 

 
3. Sally Murray, Joanne Cherefko, Fran Jeffries, and Sylvia Wadsworth 

                  summarized discussions/actions of the Governing Board on September 25, 2005.  
 Requested a merged Constitution/Joint-agreement/bylaws document. 
  Requested assurance from Clarke County of commitment to the    

program.   
 Commended the curriculum team for their draft curriculum design 

          framework 
 Requested exploring partnership opportunities with Shenandoah 

          University 
 Reported on visits to Virginia’s Academic-Year Governor’s Schools.  

         Approved the reimbursement for expenses incurred during those visits.  
         Expenses to be reported to Andy Hawkins, Fauquier County School  
         Board Office. 

 Endorsed a DRAFT Operational Budget based on 2 sites, the presented  
         DRAFT curriculum framework and a 150 student enrollment projection. 

 Discussed student slot allocation per division based on a projected 150 
         students enrolled. 

 Discussed the legality and feasibility of non-public student 
         participation in the program. 

 
4.    Sylvia Wadsworth requested projected enrollment from each school division.  

The following was reported:   

DivisionVisiting 
Members 

Projected Enrollment 
(for planning purposes) 

Clarke NA 
Culpeper NA 
Fauquier NA 
Frederick 30 
Rappahannock NA 
Warren 15 



                      
 
5. Rebecca Hayes directed a discussion of the 10/3/05 DRAFT version of the 

curriculum framework developed by the curriculum team. The Board highly 
endorsed the overall work of the Curriculum Committee.  Members recommended 
some wording revisions and the following as the committee continues it work on 
October 10, 2005: 

 Refine the curriculum DRAFT to provide consistency with the strands for 
more effective presentation of the proposed program 

 Revise the DRAFT humanities strand to enable a student to earn a required 
core English credit and a core social science credit over two-years rather 
than an elective English and an elective social science credit 

 Correct the course titles on the DRAFT weekly schedule framework 
 Continue to develop the integration of the disciplines 
 Continue to develop the student profile and selection process 
 Continue to develop the teacher profile and job description 
 Continue to develop the authentic application piece and draft a mentorship 

proposal for the research strand 
 Continue to develop the community resource list and how community-

based learning opportunities can enhance the learning environment 
 Develop a recommendation for the instructional year calendar 
 Develop a recommendation for an instructional process that utilizes 

blackboard to extend student/teacher contact beyond the daily/weekly 
instructional time.  

 
             The Board also recommends that  

 the instructional staff be full-time teachers; thus enable time for team 
planning/teaching, support of student individual and group research, and 
community outreach, and  

 A counselor be shared between the two campuses. 
    

6. The Board subdivided in to three groups and continued to develop the following 
program pieces for the application proposal: 

 Collection and presentation of the needs survey data 
 Student application process/criteria 
 Community Resources/Outreach/Support  

 
 The groups “reported out” at 2:30p.m., received Board endorsement, and assigned 
tasks for committee work completion ASAP.  Those completed materials are to be 
emailed to Sylvia Wadsworth for distribution to Planning Board and Governing 
Board members as appropriate.  

 Needs Survey Data:  Cheri Mangrum, Lynne Richardson, Janet Myers 
Cheri requested:  # of sent surveys, student/parent responses, and 
discussion question responses by Friday, October 7 

 Student Application:  Rebecca Hayes, Joanne Cherefko, Fran Jeffries, 
Ellen Wheeler 

 Community Outreach:  Bob Lizer, Judi Greathouse, Sylvia Wadsworth 
 

Winchester 13 



Judi Greathouse reported that she is presenting this evening to the 
Frederick County School Board. She shared her PowerPoint and printed 
material. 
 

7. Board reviewed submitted logo designs and selection five possibilities.  Fran 
Jefferies agreed (with earlier approval from Patricia Taylor) to have a Frederick 
County Schools graphic design artist create graphic designs by the next meeting.  

 
8. Rebecca Hayes commended the group for a job well-done. Meeting was adjourned 

at 3:10p.m. Next meeting set for Monday, October 24 , Central Complex, 
Warrenton, 9:00a.m. - 3:00p.m. Cheri Mangrum responsible for arranging for the 
room. 

 
 

 
                     For Your Information: Meeting Schedule  

 
                          
 

 
 
                  
 
 

 
                        Wadsworth Contact Information 

Home Fauquier School Board Office 
4531 Hilltop Lane 

Kitty Hawk, N.C. 27949 
Home:252-255-0847 
FAX: 252-261-5262 
Cell: 540-907-0043 

sylviawads@hotmail.com 
or 

swadsworth@fcps1.com 
 

Fauquier County School Board Office 
320 Hospital Drive 

Warrenton, VA 20186 
Phone: 540-428-8758 

 

 
 

PLANNING BOARD CURRICULUM COMMITTEE GOVERNING BOARD 
Mon, Oct 24, 9:00am – 3:00pm Mon, Oct 10, 9:00am-3:00pm Tues, Oct 25, 8:00am 

Mon, Nov 21, 8:00am 



MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 
 

Planning Board Minutes 
October 24, 2005 

Central Complex, Warrenton 
 

PRESENT:   Community: Rebecca Hayes; Culpeper: Lynne Richardson; Fauquier: Sally 
Murray, Cheri Mangrum;  Frederick:  Judi Greathouse, Bob Lizer; LFCC: Brenda Byard; 
Rappahannock: Raye Tupper; Warren: Joanne Cherefko, Janet Myers; Winchester: Lynda 
Hickey; Planning Director: Sylvia Wadsworth 
 
NOT PRESENT:   Clarke: Eleanor Smalley 
 
1. Chairman Rebecca Hayes called the meeting to order at 9:05am with a welcome to 

all and approval of meeting agenda.  
                   
2. October 4, 2005 Minutes approved. 
 
3. Brenda Byard reported that a meeting had been held with Dr. Kay Dunkley, Sylvia 

Wadsworth, herself, and other LFCC Deans on Friday, October 21 and that the 
college was committed to providing the needed classroom space at both the 
Middletown and Fauquier campuses. FLCC is researching the proposed 
curriculum to determine dual enrollment credits. Also discussed was use of 
additional space such as the Resource Center, distance-learning classrooms, 
computer labs, science labs, and Special Events Center.  Staffing was discussed in 
terms of ensuring that the MVGC faculty has the credentials needed for dual 
enrollment credit.   Space is probably NOT available at this time for office space 
for the director and an administrative support person.  

 
4.  Sylvia Wadsworth reported that a meeting had been held in Winchester on Friday, 

October 21 with Dr. Dennis Kellison, Dr. Karen Schultz, Dr. David Martin, and 
Dr. Tracy Simmons,  Shenandoah University Vice President of Academic Affair, 
and herself to discuss partnering with Shenandoah University.  Classroom space is 
not currently available to hold daily MVGS classes, the Shenandoah faculty and 
labs can be used for special learning activities to extend and enrich the curriculum. 
Faculty can serve as mentor’s for individual research projects. Karen Schultz to 
bring a list of facility use and support options to the Governing Board Meeting on 
October 25.  

 
5. Sally Murray and Judi Greathouse reported on support letters that have been 

obtained from the community. Sylvia Wadsworth commended and thanked them 
for their efforts to get the good word out about this new learning community and 
regional opportunity.  

 
6. Rebecca Hayes directed a discussion of the 10/10/05 DRAFT version of the 

curriculum framework developed by the curriculum team. The Board highly 
endorsed the overall work of the Curriculum Committee.  Members recommended 
some wording revisions and recommended that:  

 
 web-communication such as Blackboard by used to extend instructional 

time to 4.5 hours per day.  



 Meetings be held ASAP within each school division to present the MVGS 
planning to interested students/parents.  The purpose of these meetings is 
to obtain more precise interest data to assist each school division in 
determining the number of slots needed to meet the needs of their students. 
Data be gathered in terms of Highly interested, Interested but need more 
information, Not interested.   

    
7. The Board subdivided in to three groups and continued to develop the following 

program pieces: 
 Survey data 
 Student application process/criteria 
 Community resources/outreach/support  

 
 The groups “reported out” at 2:30p.m., received Board endorsement, and assigned 
tasks for committee work completion ASAP.  Completed materials are to be 
emailed to Sylvia Wadsworth for distribution to Planning Board and Governing 
Board members as appropriate.  
 

8. Planning Board reviewed 2 graphic logo designs created by Elizabeth Sewell of 
Frederick County Schools. Both designs have use potential and will be shared with 
the Governing Board tomorrow. 

 
9. Sylvia Wadsworth reported that the Governing Board Meeting tomorrow will discuss the 

following (with action to be taken on at the November 21 meeting):  
 Resolution of Assurance of Three Year Commitment 

i. Gifted Advisory Committee Endorsement/Enhancement of Current Gifted 
Services 

 Division Slot Allocation 
 DRAFT Curriculum Framework and Instructional Format 
 DRAFT Operational Budget 
 DRAFT Application Proposal  
 Planning for Virginia Board of Education Presentation, January 11, 2006 

 
10. Sylvia Wadsworth again requested projected enrollment from each school 

division.  The following was reported:   
 

 
 

                      
 
                          
 

 
 
 
                  {NOTE:   Italics Red Numbers indicates changes in slot projections after 
                    Governing Board Meeting of October 30, 2005} 
 

11. Rebecca Hayes commended the group for a job well-done. Meeting was adjourned 
at 3:15p.m. Further meeting dates to be established as needed.              

 
 

DivisionVisiting 
Members 

Projected Enrollment 
(for planning purposes) 

Clarke NA {8} 
Culpeper 24 {15} 
Fauquier 40 {30} 
Frederick 30  
Rappahannock 4 
Warren 15 
Winchester 13 



 
 
 

                        Wadsworth Contact Information 
Home Fauquier School Board Office 

4531 Hilltop Lane 
Kitty Hawk, N.C. 27949 

Home:252-255-0847 
FAX: 252-261-5262 
Cell: 540-907-0043 

sylviawads@hotmail.com 
or 

swadsworth@fcps1.com 
 

Fauquier County School Board Office 
320 Hospital Drive 

Warrenton, VA 20186 
Phone: 540-428-8758 

 

 
 



MVGS: Soaring with purpose and reaching for new heights 

 
 
 
 
 

Serving the Counties of Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick,  
Rappahannock, Warren, and the City of Winchester 

 
 

Planning Board Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, November 15, 10:00 AM - 12:00 noon 

Central Complex, Warrenton   
 

 Welcome and Introductions; Agenda Approval 
 

 Approval of Minutes from October 24th  Meeting 
 

 Reports on Stats/Findings of Student/Parent Interest Meetings 
o Projected Slot Allocations per Division by Grade Level 

 
 Discussion:  

o Program Format/Curriculum Refinement 
o Community Support  
o Application Proposal Document 
o Planning for January 11, 2005 Presentation to VA Board of Education 
o ? 

                 
  Working Groups as Needed 

 
 Groups Report-Out/Recommendations for Governing Board Consideration 

 
 Governing Board  November 21th Meeting Action Items: 

o Agreement to Support with Resolution of Assurance of Three Year Commitment 
o Division Slot Allocation 
o Curriculum Framework and Instructional Format 
o Operational Budget 
o Student Application Proposal  
o Application Proposal  
o Planning for Virginia Board of Education Presentation, January 11, 2006 
o Next Meetings: __________ 
 

 Summary of Accomplishments/Assessment for Need for Additional Planning 
Board/Curriculum Team Meetings?????  

 
“When you walk with a purpose, you collide with destiny.”  

                                                                           -Dr. Bertice Berry 
 



MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 
 

DRAFT Planning Board/Curriculum Committee Minutes 
November 15, 2005 

Central Complex, Warrenton 
 

PRESENT:   Community: Rebecca Hayes; Clarke: Shelly Pine; Culpeper: Lynne 
Richardson, Pam Cropp; Fauquier: Sally Murray, Cheri Mangrum, Eric Dalton;  
Frederick:  Judi Greathouse, Robert Wever, Debbie Crawford; LFCC: Brenda Byard; 
Rappahannock: Raye Tupper; Warren: Joanne Cherefko, Janet Myers, Lisa Rogers; 
Winchester: Bob Sciegaj, Cathy Sciegaj; Planning Director: Sylvia Wadsworth 
 
NOT PRESENT:   Clarke: Eleanor Smalley; Frederick: Bob Lizer, Fran Jeffries; 
Winchester: Lynda Hickey 
 
1. Chairman Rebecca Hayes called this joint Planning Board and Curriculum 

Committee meeting to order at 10:05am with a welcome to all and approval of the 
meeting agenda.  

                   
2. October 24, 2005 Planning Board Minutes approved. 
 
3. Representatives from each school division except Clarke reported that their school 

boards had approved their participation in MVGS based on the following slot 
allocations: 

 
                             

DIVISION Slot Allotment 
Clarke NA 
Culpeper 15 
Fauquier 30 
Frederick 30 
Rappahannock 4 
Warren 15 
Winchester 13 

 
 
4. The Board reviewed the most current curriculum framework and made some minor 

editing revisions.  The MVGS Humanities I course is to be part of the 11th grade 
curriculum; however, students will earn a high school English credit for English 
12.  School divisions will need to provide MVGS students with an English 11 
course.  

    
5. The Board discussed at length the benefit to some of their students of inviting 

highly gifted math and science 10th graders to apply for the pioneering year of 
2006-07.  A recommended process for consideration is attached.  

 
6. Sylvia Wadsworth collected additional community support letters.  An up-to-date 

list is attached of support letters in-hand.  She thanked everyone for their efforts to 
get out the good word about the MVGS opportunity to and collect extensive 
documentation of community support.  

 



7. The Board reviewed the Draft Application Document main body.   Rebecca Hayes 
presented the following additions for discussion: relating the MVGS curriculum to 
a current gifted education curriculum model, a student profile, and a teacher 
profile.  Sylvia Wadsworth to incorporate the paragraphs, with some editing, into 
the document.  

 
8. Joanne Cherefko, representing the Student Application Sub-committee, presented 

the student application procedures and documents. The Math Team and the 
Science Team recommended revisions to the Teacher Recommendation Forms to 
make them more germane to their academic discipline.  The Board approved the 
packet with some minor editing changes.  Joanne Cherefko to make the 
adjustments and email the revised documents to Sylvia Wadsworth. 

 
9. The Board discussed the January 11, 2006 presentation to the Virginia Board of 

Education.   Each school division to reflect on a student who may be a good 
representative to speak very briefly on how they believe the program will enhance 
their high school educational opportunity.  Sally Murray reported that she had a 
businessman who had volunteered to address the Virginia Board of Education on 
the benefits of MVGS to the community.   

 
10. Sylvia Wadsworth reported that the Governing Board will meet on November 21 to take 

action on :  
 Resolution of Assurance of Three Year Commitment 
 Division Slot Allocation 
 DRAFT Curriculum Framework and Instructional Format 
 DRAFT Operational Budget 
 DRAFT Application Proposal  
 Planning for Virginia Board of Education Presentation, January 11, 2006 

 
Upon Governing Board Approval, the target date for submitting the MVGS 
Application Proposal to the Virginia Department of Education is December 1, 
2005. 

 
11. Rebecca Hayes commended the group for a excellent job developing the program.  

Meeting was adjourned at 12:20p.m.  Next meeting date anticipated for January 
2006, but a December meeting date will be established if needed.              

 











MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 
 

Curriculum Committee Minutes 
August 16, 2005, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.  

Central Complex, Warrenton 
 

PRESENT:   Clarke: Shelly Pine; Culpeper: Pam Cropp; Fauquier: Eric Dalton, Clelia 
LaMonica;  Frederick: Bob Wever, Debbie Crawford Kohlhoff; Warren: Lisa Aites; 
Winchester: Cathy Sciegaj, Bob Sciegaj; Planning Director: Sylvia Wadsworth 
                  

1. Planning Director Sylvia Wadsworth welcomed to the committee. 
 
2. Sylvia Wadsworth discussed program parameters established this AM by the 

Mountain Vista Governing Board: 
a.  4-year program, grades 9-12 
b.  Half-day instructional format 
c.  Development of two sites (LFCC, Middletown/Fauquier) 
d.  Implementation in 2006-2007 with 11th and 12th grades 
e.  Phase in 9th and 10th grade.  Add 10th grade in 07/08; Add 9th grade in 08/09 
f.   Investigate humanities-based course strands 

      g.  Enhance curriculum through distance learning opportunities 
 

3. The committee discussed from materials provided by Sylvia Wadsworth: 
a. What they hoped to gain for the region with a governor’s school program 
b. Virginia Department of expectations for academic-year governor’s schools 
c. Timeline and specific task list for submitting an application proposal by 

December 2005 
d. Quality curriculum to meet the needs of gifted students 
e. Building an “above and beyond” curriculum that would extend and enrich 

opportunities currently offered at home-based high schools 
 

3. Sylvia Wadsworth provided a framework for visits to other Virginia Academic-
year governor’s schools, as curriculum committee members will make these visits 
with members of the Planning Board. 

 
4. Sylvia Wadsworth provided a homework sheet and asked all committee members 

to complete and email to her prior to the next meeting.  The sheet challenged 
members to reflect on a school mission statement, vision, objectives, course 
recommendations, and integration of disciplines, technology-enhancement, and a 
research component.  

 
5. Committee set the following meeting dates:                      

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Mon, September 19, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, September 26, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, October 3, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, October 10, 9:00am-3:00pm 

         
            All meetings to be held at Central Complex, Warrenton 





 
 

MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 
 

Curriculum Committee Minutes 
September 19, 2005, 9:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

Central Complex, Warrenton 
 

PRESENT: Clarke: Shelly Pine; Culpeper: Pam Cropp; Fauquier: Kim Raines, Cle 
LaMonica;  Frederick: Bob Wever, Debbie Crawford Kohlhoff; Rappahannock: Amy 
Guber; Warren: Lisa Aites; Winchester: Cathy Sciegaj, Bob Sciegaj; University of Mary 
Washington:  Rebecca Hayes; Planning Director: Sylvia Wadsworth 
                   

1. Planning Director Sylvia Wadsworth welcomed to the committee Dr. Rebecca 
Hayes, Chairman of the Planning Board. They reviewed parameters for the 
program established by the Mountain Vista Governing Board on August 16th : 

a.  4-year program, grades 9-12 
b.  Half-day instructional format 
c.  Development of two sites (LFCC, Middletown/Fauquier) 
d.  Implementation in 2006-2007 with 11th and 12th grades 
e.  Phase in 9th and 10th grade.  Add 10th grade in 07/08; Add 9th grade in 08/09 
f.   Investigate humanities-based course strands 

      g.  Enhance curriculum through distance learning opportunities 
 

2. The committee members Bob Wever, Debbie Crawford Kohlhoff, and Pam Cropp 
shared their experiences visiting other academic-year governor’s schools.  

 
3. The committee discussed the composite ideas of their homework assignment 

sheets compiled by Sylvia Wadsworth.  She also shared with the committee data 
that she had compiled from the seven participating school divisions on academic 
year calendars, instructional day formats, and program of study course offerings in 
math, science, and technology. 

 
3. Committee broke into sub-groups to work on mission statement, school vision, 

courses with integration and technology-enhancements, a research component, and 
a possible 3.5 hour governor’s school instructional day.  

  
4. Sub-committees reported out.  Sylvia Wadsworth to compile their 

recommendations to be presented to the Planning Board on September 25th .  
 

5. Committee reminded of remaining meeting dates: 
                      

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Mon, September 26, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, October 3, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, October 10, 9:00am-3:00pm 

         
            All meetings to be held at Central Complex, Warrenton 





 
 

MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 
 

Curriculum Committee Minutes 
September 26, 2005, 9:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

Central Complex, Warrenton 
 

PRESENT: Clarke: Shelly Pine; Culpeper: Pam Cropp; Fauquier:  Eric Dalton, Kim 
Raines, Nancy Brittle;  Frederick: Bob Wever, Debbie Crawford Kohlhoff, Mary Tedlow; 
Rappahannock: Amy Guber; Warren: Allen Burton; Winchester: Cathy Sciegaj, Bob 
Sciegaj, Jerry Putts; University of Mary Washington:  Rebecca Hayes; Planning Director: 
Sylvia Wadsworth 
                   

1. Planning Director Sylvia Wadsworth reported that the Planning Board was very 
impressed with their curriculum work of September 19.  Board made two 
recommendations: 

a. Instructional Day be set from 7:30a.m. – 11:00a.m. 
b. Humanities strand be developed. 

 
            She welcomed two humanities teachers to the committee: Nancy Brittle and Mary 

Tedlow. 
 

2. The committee broke into sub-committees to continue work on the math, science, 
humanities, and research strand; keeping in mind integration and technology-
enhancements. 

 
3. Sub-committees reported out.  Sylvia Wadsworth to compile their work and 

groups will continue on October 3rd. Curriculum Framework to then be presented 
to Governing Board on September 30th .  

 
4. Committee reminded of remaining meeting dates: 
                      

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Mon, October 3, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Mon, October 10, 9:00am-3:00pm 

         
            All meetings to be held at Central Complex, Warrenton 

 
 





 
 

MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 
 

Curriculum Committee Minutes 
October 3, 2005, 9:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

Central Complex, Warrenton 
 

PRESENT: Clarke: Shelly Pine; Culpeper: Pam Cropp; Fauquier:  Eric Dalton, Nancy 
Brittle;  Frederick: Bob Wever, Debbie Crawford Kohlhoff, Mary Tedlow; 
Rappahannock: Amy Guber; Warren: Allen Burton; Winchester: Cathy Sciegaj, Bob 
Sciegaj; University of Mary Washington:  Rebecca Hayes; Planning Director: Sylvia 
Wadsworth 
                   

1. Planning Director Sylvia Wadsworth reported that the Governing Board had meet 
on September 30 and commended them for their curriculum development.  

 
      2.   The committee again spent the day working in sub-committees to develop the  

math, science, humanities, and research strand; keeping in mind integration and 
technology-enhancements.  Groups also worked on an instructional week 
recommendation and reviewed possible school logos. 

 
3. Dr. David Martin, Fauquier Public Schools Superintendent and Executive 

Superintendent for Mountain Vista Governor’s School, visited the committee to 
commend them for their work.  

 
4. The Sub-committees reported out.  Sylvia Wadsworth to compile their work. 

Currently developed curriculum framework to then be presented to Planning Board 
on October 4th .  

 
5. Committee reminded of remaining meeting date: 
                      

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Mon, October 10, 9:00am-3:00pm 

         
            Meeting to be held at Central Complex, Warrenton 





 
 

 
MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 

Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, 
Warren, and City of Winchester 

 
Curriculum Committee Meeting 

Monday, October 10, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Central Complex, Warrenton   

 

 Welcome and Introductions 
 Review of Planning Board October 4  Meeting 

 
 Continue Formatting Curriculum  

o Refinement of Curriculum Strands for Math, Science, Humanities/Research for 
Consistency and Integration 

o Humanities Strand: Core Course Credit 
o Research Strand: Mentorship Piece 
o Community Resources Development to Enhance the Learning Environment 
o Technology Enhancement through Exploring use of Blackboard and Virtual 

Opportunities 
o Flex Day Explanation of Activities/Rationale 
o Recommendation for Weighted Credit  

 
 Student Profile and Application Process 
 Instructional Year Calendar  
 Teacher Profile and Job Description 

  
 Summary and Other Suggestions for Board Consideration  

o Planning Board Meeting:  October 24 
o Governing Board Meetings,  October 25, November 21 

 
 

                “Thank you, Thank you, Thank you;  
            You all are awesome, awesome, awesome!”        -Sylvia     

 
 

Wadsworth Contact Information 
Home Fauquier School Board Office 

4531 Hilltop Lane 
Kitty Hawk, N.C. 27949 

Home:252-255-0847 
FAX: 252-261-5262 
Cell: 540-907-0043 

sylviawads@hotmail.com 

Fauquier County School Board Office 
320 Hospital Drive 

Warrenton, VA 20186 
Phone: 540-428-8758 

swadsworth@fcps1.com 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 
 

Curriculum Committee Minutes 
October 10, 2005, 9:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

Central Complex, Warrenton 
 

PRESENT: Clarke: Shelly Pine;  Fauquier:  Eric Dalton, Nancy Brittle;  Frederick: Bob 
Wever,  Mary Tedlow; Rappahannock: Amy Guber; Warren: Allen Burton; Winchester: 
Cathy Sciegaj, Bob Sciegaj; University of Mary Washington:  Rebecca Hayes 
                   

1. Planning Board Chairman Dr. Rebecca Hayes facilitated this working session.   
 
      2.   The committee again spent the day working in sub-committees to refine and polish 

the math, science, humanities, and research strand; keeping in mind integration 
and technology-enhancements.   

 
3. The sub-committees reported out.  Committee-as-a-whole then worked on refining 

and polishing the integration and technology-enhancement of the curriculum.  
 
4. Files to be emailed to Sylvia Wadsworth to compile their recommended 

curriculum framework for presentation to the Planning Board on October 25th .  
 

5. Rebecca Hayes thanked the committee for their outstanding work. Dates for future 
meetings to be determined.  

                      



 
G.   Site References and Student Slot Allocations 

  
1. Letter of Support, Lord Fairfax Community College  
2. Student Slot Allocations Per Site 
3. Campus Maps 
4. Minutes, Governing Board Meeting, October 25, 2005  
5. Letter of Support, Shenandoah University  







 

Approved November 21, 2005 by MVGS Governing Board 

 
                                                                  Projected Enrollment 115 
                                                                     
 
 
 
 

LFCC 
Warrenton 

Projected 49 

LFCC 
Middletown 

Projected 66  
Compressed Video

Clarke 
     8 

Frederick 
       30 

Culpeper 
     15 

Warren 
      15 

Rappahannock 
            4 

Fauquier 
       30 

 

 
          
         

Winchester 
         13 
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Mountain Vista Governor’s School 
Governing Board Meeting; October 25, 2005 

Lord Fairfax Community College, Middletown Campus Middletown, VA 
 

Minutes 
 
In Attendance:  Sally Murray, David Martin, Sylvia Wadsworth, Andy Hawkins, Joanna 
Cherefko, Wes Mills, Bob Chappell, Patty Taylor, John Lamanna, Dennis Kellison, 
Karen Schultz, Elizabeth Hutchins, Dave Cox, Kay Dunkley. 
Not Present:  Eleanor Smalley, Caren Leach, John Sygielski, Pam McInnis 
 

I. Call to Order-Chairman Sally Murray called the meeting to order at 8:10 AM.  
She asked that the approval of the minutes and the payment of bills be delayed 
until the next meeting.   

 
II. Roll Call-Sylvia Wadsworth introduced the guests in attendance.  They were 

Rebecca Hayes, Chairperson of the Planning Board; Bob Sciegaj, representing 
Winchester City on the Curriculum Committee; and Bob Wever, representing 
Frederick County on the Curriculum Committee. 

 
III. Adoption of Agenda-Bob Chappell moved that the agenda be approved.  The 

motion was seconded by John Lamanna.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
    IV.   Consent Agenda-Action was delayed until the next meeting.  
                           
V.        Information Items 
 

a.  Updated DRAFT Curriculum Framework-Sylvia Wadsworth reviewed the 
draft mission, vision, and curriculum goals.  She also discussed the curricular 
strands that were developed to emphasize mathematics, science, technology, 
research, and the humanities. 
 
Rebecca Hayes discussed the philosophy in developing the Governor’s School 
Program, “It is a program…not just a collection of courses.”  Bob Sciegaj 
remarked that the Governor’s School program would change the curriculum in the 
middle and high schools that participate.  Bob Wever stated that the program has 
been developed to ensure an integration of courses across each content area. 
 
Patty Taylor inquired about the prerequisite courses for the Governor’s School 
program.  Bob Weaver stated that we need to reach out to at-risk students that 
might qualify.  Rebecca Hayes stated that there needs to be an awareness that in 
terms of the math options, each student would not be coming to the program with 
the same prerequisite skills. 
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c.  DRAFT Student Application Process-Jo Anne reviewed the application packet 
that had been developed.  She displayed the two logos that have been suggested 
for consideration.  A fact sheet was reviewed that introduces the checklist.  In the 
application package, JoAnne stated that one letter of recommendation from each 
of the following content areas is required:  mathematics; science, and English.  In 
addition to the letters of recommendation, the applicant must submit a list of 
activities, leadership opportunities, and Honors received.  A student essay will 
also be submitted with the application.  The rubric to score the essay has yet to be 
developed. 
 
School divisions will be responsible for selecting the students for participation in 
the Governor’s School program.  A Review Board will be appointed in each 
school division to review the applications.  Patty Taylor suggested that the high 
school principal’s signature be included on the application so he/she knows that 
the application is moving forward.  An appeals process will also need to be 
developed regarding eligibility. 
 
b.  Lord Fairfax Community College Partnership-  Kay Dunkley reported on a 
meeting between Sylvia and the Dean of Instruction and Facilities for Lord 
Fairfax Community College concerning space issues.  Kay stated that they were 
able to identify sufficient classroom space with the draft Governor’s School 
schedule as presented.  “The Fauquier campus was not as complicated as the 
Middletown campus.”  Dual enrollment was also discussed and it was stated that 
the Governor’s School classes, Research I and Research II, were being explored 
as to the possibility of receiving dual enrollment credit. 
 
d.  Updated DRAFT Operational Budget for 2006-2007-Andy Hawkins 
distributed a draft funding proposal outlining the state and local funds required to 
run the Governor’s School program with 124 students.  It was suggested that each 
school division have a meeting with prospective students prior to the next meeting 
to determine a more accurate number of students that may be attending the 
Governor’s School program in the fall of 2006.  A brochure will be developed and 
distributed to members of the Governing Board.  It was also suggested that there 
be a web presence on each school division’s website. 
 
e.  School Division Commitment/Slot Allocation-There was discussion about 
Clarke County’s financial participation.  Each school division discussed the 
likelihood of filling the suggested number of student slots.  Since Frederick and 
Fauquier had reduced the number of students slots from 40 to 30, David Martin 
asked about the likelihood that Culpeper could fill their projected slots. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the funding mechanisms for a full-time and a part-
time program.  The possibility of adding 10th grade students in the first year to fill 
student slots was discussed.  Each school division was questioned regarding their 
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commitment to fill the slots.  Culpeper questioned their ability to fill the 
appointed slots as did Rappahannock. 
 
f.  Community Endorsements-A brief report was given on the number of support 
letters that had been received thus far. 
 
g.  Shenandoah University Partnership-Karen Schultz reported on the meeting 
between the Vice President of Shenandoah University, Tracy Fitzsimmons, and 
Dennis Kellison, Sylvia Wadsworth, David Martin, and herself.  Shenandoah 
University is very interested in becoming a partner with the Governor’s School 
program.  At this point, classroom space would not be possible; however, the Vice 
President stated that the sharing of professors and research support were certainly 
viable.  Karen distributed a handout outlining the areas of support from 
Shenandoah University. 
 
h. & i.  DRAFT Application Proposal Document-Sylvia stated that the application 
for the Governor’s School must be submitted to the Virginia Department of 
Education by December 1, 2005.  It is anticipated that it will be part of the agenda 
of the State Board of Education on January 11, 2006.  The application will appear 
as an action item on the agenda of the Governing Board on November 21, 2005. 
 
j.  Constitution/Joint Agreement-The Resolution of Commitment and Joint 
Agreement will be sent to each participating school division with the appropriate 
signature lines.  School Boards should take action on each of these items prior to 
the next meeting of the Governing Board on November 21. 
 

 
These items on the agenda were deleted given the lack of time:  Action Items; Board 
Member Comments; Superintendent Comments; and Director Comments. 
 
XI.       Adjournment-Karen Schultz moved for the adjournment of the meeting and 
Elizabeth Hutchins provided the second.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:23 a.m.   

 
 

 
J. David Martin, Clerk 

 





 
H. Governance/Agreement to Participation 

 
1. Governing Board Membership 
2. Agreement to Establish and Operate A Regional 

Academic Governor’s School, Approved by Governing 
Board, November 21, 2005 

3. Minutes, Local School Board Appointing Governing 
Board Members 

                         
 



NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS PHONE # DIVISION

Chappell, Dr. Robert T. rchappell55@yahoo.com
6 Schoolhouse Road
Washington, VA 22747 540-987-8773 Rappahannock - Superintendent

Cherefko, JoAnne jfzc@adelphia.net
779 Browntown Road
Browntown, VA 22610 540-622-6304 Warren - School Board 

Cox, David dcox@culpeperschools.org
450 Radio Lane
Culpeper, VA 22701 540-825-3677 Culpeper - Superintendent

Hutchins, Elizabeth ehutchins@culpeperschools.or
5443 Hoover Road
Reva, VA 22735 Culpeper - School Board 

Kellison, Dennis W.  
(or Lynda Hickey) kellison@wps.k12.va.us

12 N. Washington St.
Winchester, VA 22601-4110 540-667-4253 Winchester City - Superintendent

Lamanna, Dr. John alamanna@verizon.net
110 Crestleigh Dr.
Winchester, VA 22602

540-888-3456 x122 (w)
540-667-3788 (h) Frederick - School Board 

Leach, Caren caren.leach@bvgraphics.com
6330 Lord Fairfax Hwy.
Berryville, VA 22611

540-955-9290 (w)
540-955-3411 (h) Clarke County 

Martin, Dr. David jdmartin@fcps1.org
320 Hospital Drive, Suite 40
Warrenton, VA 20186 540-351-1011 Fauquier - Superintendent

McInnis, Pamela M. pmcinnis@wcps.k12.va.us
210 North Commerce Ave. 
Front Royal, VA  22630 540/635-2171 Warren - Superintendent

Mills, John Wesley mills_wesley@bah.com
P.O. Box 135
Amissiville, VA 20106 540-937-7542 Rappahannock - School Board 

Murray, Sally smurray@fcps1.org
7148 Airlie Road
Warrenton, VA 20187 540-347-9084 Fauquier - School Board 

Schultz, Dr. Karen kschultz@su.edu
501 Seldon Drive
Winchester, VA 22601 540-678-4385 Winchester City - School Board 

Smalley, Eleanor DIV022@pen.k12.va.us
309 W Main St
Berryville, VA 22611 540-955-6100     Clarke County - Superintendent

Sygielski, Dr. John 
(or Kay Dunkley) johnski@lfcc.edu

6480 College Street 
Warrenton, VA 20187 540-351-1505 LFCC - President

Taylor, Patricia taylorp@frederick.k12.va.us
1415 Amherst St
Winchester, VA 22604-2546 540-662-3889 x115 Frederick - Asst. Superintendent

GOVERNING BOARD
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AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH AND OPERATE 
A REGIONAL ACADEMIC-YEAR GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 

 
 

The AGREEMENT, made this 21st day of November, 2005, by and among THE SCHOOL 
BOARD OF CLARKE COUNTY; THE SCHOOL BOARD OF CULPEPER COUNTY; THE 
SCHOOL BOARD OF FAUQUIER COUNTY; THE SCHOOL BOARD OF FREDERICK COUNTY; 
THE SCHOOL BOARD OF RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY; THE SCHOOL BOARD OF WARREN 
COUNTY; and THE SCHOOL BOARD OF THE CITY OF WINCHESTER (hereinafter referred to 
collectively referred to as the “School Boards”). 

 
WHEREAS, the School Boards wish to establish, operate and control a regional academic-year 

governor’s school to be known as the Mountain Vista Governor’s School (hereinafter referred to as the 
“Governor’s School”) pursuant to §22.1-26 of the Code of Virginia and the Regulations of the Board of 
Education to provide a differentiated high school curriculum program to supplement the educational 
programs of the School Boards and to provide equipment, materials, and administrative, clerical, and 
teaching staff necessary therefore; and 

 
WHEREAS, by entering into this Agreement, the School Boards indicate their intent to 

participate in the Governor’s School for a minimum of three years; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lord Fairfax Community College shall be a participating, non-voting community 

partner in the Governor’s School. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the joint contribution of services and monies 

toward the operation of the aforementioned Governor’s School, the School Boards do hereby agree as 
follows: 

 
I. GOVERNING BOARD: 

 
A. The Parties hereto agree to operate the Governor’s School under the control of the 

Mountain Vista Governor’s School Governing Board (the “Governing Board”), as authorized by Section 
22.1-26 of the Code of Virginia and consistent with the regulations of the Board of Education for Jointly 
Owned and Operated Schools and Jointly Operated Programs.   
 
 
  B. The Governing Board shall be composed of one member elected or appointed 
from each participating school board.  Each member of the Governing Board shall serve a two-year 
term.  The Governing Board shall establish the beginning dates of its members.  If a member of the 
Governing Board ceases to be a member of the school board which elected him/her, that person shall 
cease to be a member of the Governing Board.  Each school board shall fill vacancies in its membership 
on the Governing Board by election for the unexpired term.  The President of the Lord Fairfax 
Community College, or his designee, shall be a non-voting representative to the Governing Board. 
 
  C. Members of the Governing Board may receive compensation fixed by each of the 
member school boards.  This compensation shall be paid by the local school boards and shall not exceed 
the amount paid for service on the local school boards. 
 
  D. The Governing Board shall establish such committees as it deems necessary to 
carry out its responsibilities. 
 

 E. The Governing Board shall elect from its membership: 
 
  1 A Chair who shall preside at its meetings, 
 
  2 A Vice-Chair who shall preside in the absence or inability to act of the 

Chair, 
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 3  An Executive Committee, which shall have the full authority of the 

Governing Board in all matters, except the amendment of the bylaws and the employment of the 
Director.  The Executive Committee shall consist of __ Governing Board members:  the Chair, 
Vice-Chair, and ___ members elected from the membership of the Board. Executive Committee 
members shall serve a term of one year. 

 
F. The Governing Board shall elect a clerk, who shall not be a member of the Board 

and who shall keep a record of its proceedings.  The Governing Board may also appoint a deputy clerk 
who shall be empowered to act in case of the absence or inability to act of the clerk, or as otherwise 
provided by resolution of the Governing Board.  The Governing Board shall fix the clerk’s and any 
deputy clerk’s compensation, along with a bond of at least $10,000 as required by law.  
 
  G. The Governing Board shall elect a finance officer, who shall be a treasurer of a 
county or city as provided by law and who shall have custody of its funds.  The Board shall fix the 
finance officer’s compensation and bond.   
 
  H. The Governing Board shall appoint a Director, upon recommendation of the 
Committee of Superintendents, who shall be employed by the Fiscal Agent and who shall manage the 
day-to-day operations of the Governor’s School.  The Director shall bring matters to and take direction 
from the Committee of Superintendents and shall make recommendations to the Committee regarding 
programs of instruction, staffing needs, operational policies, finances, and all other matters within the 
purview of the Committee. 
 
  I. The powers and duties of the Governing Board shall include, but not be limited to, 
the following: 

 
1. To adopt such by-laws and policies as are necessary for the efficient 

operation of the Governor’s School, provided that such bylaws and policies shall not be inconsistent 
with the terms of this Agreement.   

 
2. To establish and manage the business, property and affairs, and to provide 

for the operation, of the Governor’s School. 
 

3. To make all decisions of policy and, upon recommendation of the 
Committee of Superintendents, employ or caused to be employed by the Fiscal Agent such personnel at 
it deems necessary to carry out the purposes of the Governor’s School. 
 

4. To contract with participating school boards and other entities for such 
personnel services, equipment, facilities and supplies as it may deem necessary for the efficient 
operation of the Governor’s School. 
 

5. To determine, with such professional guidance as it deems necessary or 
advisable, the curriculum, eligibility standards of students, and all matters necessary to operate an 
efficient Governor’s School. 
 

6. To do all other things in the management of the business, property and 
affairs and to carry out the purposes of the Governor’s School. 
 

7. To have such authority as may be provided under the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and the Regulations of the Board of Education. 
 

II. ADDITIONAL MEMBERS 
 
 A. The School Boards of other school divisions may become participants in the Governor’s 
School by filing a written application with the Clerk of the Governing Board and by sending a copy 
thereof to the Clerk of each of the current participating school boards.  An applicant must receive an 
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affirmative vote of three-quarters of the members of the Governing Board present and voting at a 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Governing Board.  Any applicant who becomes a participant must 
execute an addendum to this Agreement and agree to be bound by the terms hereof and shall be referred 
to as an Additional Party or Parties. 
 
 B. Any applicant agrees that within sixty (60) days after the Governing Board accepts the 
applicant as an Additional Party, it shall submit an estimate of the number of students to be enrolled in 
the Governor’s School program during the first year as a member.  That estimate shall be considered the 
enrollment for purposes of determining the Additional Party’s initial contribution to funding for the 
Governor’s School program.  At the conclusion of the first year, the Additional Party’s financial 
contribution to the Governor’s School shall be established as a part of the budgeting process of the 
Governing Board. 
 
 III. COMMITTEE OF SUPERINTENDENTS 
 
 A. The management and administrative authority of the Governor's School shall be vested in 
a Committee of Superintendents (sometimes referred to as the “Steering Committee”) composed of the 
Division Superintendents of the member school divisions, or the superintendent's duly appointed 
designee. 
 

B. A majority of the Steering Committee shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of the 
Committee. 
 

C. The Steering Committee shall select from its membership a Chair and a Vice-Chair.  The 
Chair shall preside over all meetings of the Steering Committee.  The Vice-Chair shall perform the 
duties and exercise the powers of the Chair during the absence, disability, or request of the Chair. 

 
 D. The Steering Committee's powers and duties include, but are not limited to, the 
following, 
 

 1. Managing, administering, and operating the Governor's School and its programs, 
including making personnel recommendations. 
 

 2. Purchasing supplies, and purchasing, selling or disposing of equipment or 
appliances. 
 

 3. Preparing an annual program plan, budget, and plan for financing the operation of 
the Governor's School.  The financing plan shall include an estimate of the amount of money that will be 
needed from each member school division during the next scholastic year to maintain and repair the 
Governor's School building and/or facilities, and for administration, instruction, and operation of its 
programs, following as far as appropriate the forms furnished by the Board of Education as provided in 
Section 22.1-92 of the Code of Virginia. 

 
IV. FISCAL AGENT 
 

 The Governing Board shall appoint a participating school board to serve as Fiscal Agent of the 
Governor’s School.  The Fiscal Agent shall, in conjunction with the Finance Officer, handle the 
financial affairs of the Governor’s School and shall employ such personnel on behalf of the Governor’s 
School as may be authorized by the Governing Board.  Except as they may be modified by or be 
inconsistent with the policies and regulations adopted by the Governing Board, the policies and 
regulations of the Fiscal Agent shall be the policies and regulations of the Governor’s school; provided, 
however, that each participating school board shall be responsible for the discipline of its students 
attending the Governor’s School.  The Fiscal Agent shall have no direct authority over the 
administration or operation of the Governor's School.  A change in Fiscal Agent shall require approval 
of a majority of the Governing Board. 
 

  



 4

V. PROPERTY 
 
 Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by all of the School Boards, each participating School 
Board shall hold an undivided fractional interest in property, real and personal, excluding money, 
acquired by the Governor’s School.  Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by all of the affected parties, 
any Additional Party or Parties, and all other participating School Boards at the time of acquisition, shall 
hold an undivided fractional interest in any property acquired by the Governor’s School after the 
addition of an Additional Party or Parties, provided such Additional Party or Parties contributed to the 
acquisition of such property.  A School Board that contracts with the Governor’s School for the use of 
School Board-owned facilities shall have no individual authority over the management, operation or 
conduct of the Governor’s School in such facilities, but the School Board shall retain sole and exclusive 
authority in all matters relating to the construction, improvement and alteration of such facilities.   
 
 VI. FUNDING 
 
 A. Subject to their participation in various educational programs pursed by the Governor’s 
School, the School Boards, and any Additional Party or Parties, shall provide each fiscal year such funds 
as are necessary to establish, operate and maintain the Governor’s School as determined by the 
budgeting process undertaken by the Governing Board and participating Parties. 

 
 B. The Committee of Superintendents and the Director of the Governor’s School shall be 
responsible for preparing an operating budget for the Governing Board based upon the number of 
students each School Board proposes to send to the Governor’s School (the “Student Slots”).  The 
Governing Board shall approve the proposed operating budget not later than January 15th of each year.  
This budget shall specify the contributions for each participating School Board and shall be submitted to 
each School Board in a timely manner and in such detail so that the School Board may be well informed 
about its required contributions. 
 
 C. If in agreement with the contribution suggested for it by the proposed operating budget, 
the participating School Board shall approve the level of funding for the Governing Board in accordance 
with the dictates of the budget process within its jurisdiction.  A good faith effort shall be made by each 
participating Board to provide final, approved financial commitment figures as soon after May 15th of 
each year as is reasonably practicable.  Approved funds shall be made available by a participating 
School Board upon the request of the Governing Board.  Funds to be provided on a fee-for-service basis 
shall be paid upon receipt of an appropriate invoice.  A participating School Board shall be required to 
fulfill its financial commitment regardless whether it fills all of its Student Slots.  All sums of money 
derived from local funds of the appropriating bodies of the participating School Boards unexpended in 
any year shall revert to such appropriating bodies on a pro rata basis. 
 
 D. Once the Governing Board has received the final financial commitments from each 
participating School Board, it shall finalize its budget.   
 
 E. The Governing Board shall have the right and power to accept and expend as it deems 
appropriate any funds that may become available to it for educational purposes.  However, the 
Governing Board shall not have the power to obligate the School Boards or any Additional Party or 
Parties, or their respective appropriating bodies, beyond the funds to be provided to the Governing 
Board in accordance with this Agreement. 
 
 VII. WITHDRAWAL 
 
 A. Any participating School Board may withdraw from participation in the Governor’s 
School by giving written notice to the Clerk of the Governing Board, with a copy to all remaining 
participating School Boards, of its intent to withdraw at least fourteen months in advance of the fiscal 
year (i.e. May 1st) in which the School Board intends to withdraw.  Upon and after such withdrawal, no 
contributions made by the withdrawing Party or on its behalf to or in furtherance of the purposes of the 
Governor’s School shall be withdrawn by the Party except as hereinafter provided, and the withdrawing 
Party must, prior to withdrawal, complete its financial obligation for any funds obligated to the 











































I. Naming Fiscal Agent 
 

1. Minutes, Governing Board Meeting, November 21, 
2005 



 
 

 
 
 

Serving the Counties of Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick,  
Rappahannock, Warren, and the City of Winchester 

 
Governing Board Meeting 

Monday, November 21, 2005; 8:00 A.M. 
Lord Fairfax Community College- Warrenton 

 
MINUTES 

 
In Attendance:  Sally Murray, David Martin, Sylvia Wadsworth, Andy Hawkins, Joanna Cherefko, 
Wes Mills, Elizabeth Hutchins, Dave Cox, Kay Dunkley, Eleanor Smalley, Bob Chappell, John 
Lamanna, Dennis Kellison, Karen Schultz, Pam McInnis, Patty Taylor 
Not Present:  Caren Leach, John Sygielski 

 
I. Call to Order-Chairman Sally Murray called the meeting to order at 8:14 AM 

II. Roll Call 

III. Adoption of Agenda-An action item was added to the agenda, Item # VI g-Fiscal Agent.  
Karen Schultz moved that the agenda be approved with the addition.  The motion was 
seconded by Wes Mills.  The motion passed. 

 
IV. Consent Agenda 

 
JoAnne Cherefko moved that the consent agenda be approved with the additions and 
corrections noted below.  The motion was seconded by John Lamanna.  The motion 
passed. 

 
 Approval of Minutes, Sept. 30 2005-Sally Murray stated on the Sept. 30, 2005, 

minutes on page 2 there was a typo stating “20% are no” and it should be “20% are 
not”. 
Approval of Minutes, Oct. 25, 2005- There was a correction of the spelling of two 
names, Bob Sciegaj and Bob Wever.  JoAnne Cherefko clarified that on page 2 under 
C-One letter is required from each content area rather than three.  Also, further down 
on the paragraph there was a typo.  It should state “Fauquier Campus was not as 
complicated”. 

 Payment of Bills- There was an addition to the payment of bills.  Andy Hawkins 
stated we need to add $304.50 for legal bills for Winchester City, for a total of 
$21,465.06. 

 
V. Information Items 

a. Community Endorsements: Sylvia Wadsworth state that we have so far 33 support letters 
from the community and 5 from legislators.  She commended all Board members on the 
phenomenal amount of letters received. 

 
b. Application Proposal Process & Presentation for Virginia Board of Education Agenda, 



January 11, 2006-Dr. Martin stated that we are to present to the Board of Education on 
January 11, 2006.  Dr. Martin will personally take the application packet to Dr. DeMary in 
Richmond with December 1 being the target date for submitting.  He suggested that we 
may want to have a scripted presentation on Jan. 11, 2006.  He also suggested having a 
student from each district at the presentation.  He would like to have a rehearsal prior to 
the Jan. 11, 2006, presentation.  He also hopes that School Board members and 
Superintendents will be in attendance to be introduced.  Dr. Martin would like to have 
suggestions about what the students might bring to the presentation, and he will need the 
names of the students so they may be introduced.  Dr. Martin also asked for the logos of 
each of the seven school divisions in order to make a cover for the application packet.    
Sally Murray suggested that we have a student who has attended a summer governor’s 
school program.  In addition, she believes that the economic development aspects of a 
governor’s school will resonant with the General Assembly.  The Vint Hill Economic 
Development Board Director, Rich Reiss, volunteered to help, if we think it is appropriate 
to have him there on Jan. 11, 2006.  Dr. Martin also suggested having someone from Lord 
Fairfax Community College and Shenandoah.  Dr. Martin will put together something and 
send it out for reaction.   
 

VI. Action Items 

a. Curriculum Framework-Sylvia Wadsworth stated that she has talked to Barbara 
McGonagill, and she has looked at these documents and complemented the planning 
group on its  thorough review and presentation of information. 
 
Items discussed to be corrected on the documents: 
 

 MVGS At-A-Glance – Projected enrollment says 124.  It has been changed to 
115 per Sylvia. 

 
Karen Schultz moved that the Curriculum Framework be approved.  The motion was 
seconded by JoAnne Cherefko.  The motion passed. 

 
b. Student Application Process – There was discussion on where the principal’s 

signature should be.  There was consensus that the principal’s signature be at the 
beginning and the end of the process.  There was discussion about the signature of the 
principal if the student is from a private school or is home-schooled.  There was also 
discussion about the local division making the decision to have public school students 
be enrolled first.  Each school division should clearly indicate its policy.  This 
discussion was tabled.    

 
Karen Schultz moved that the Student Application Process be approved with the 
additions discussed.  The motion was seconded by John Lamanna.  The motion passed. 

 

c. Dual Enrollment Costs-Sally Murray stated that there is a slight change in the figure 
from $40,633.33 of dual enrollment fee for 115 students to $43,378 because we need 
to budget in an anticipated increase in tuition of 6%.  Andy Hawkins stated that 
assuming that all children would get 20 credits in a school year, then the dual 
enrollment fee per year would be $377.20.  Andy states that it will not affect the 
overall budget because of the $50,000 contingency fee in the budget.  However, Dr. 
Martin suggested another local decision might be that the parents of students who 
participate incur the dual enrollment costs.  Kay Dunkley stated there is no intent on 
the part of LFCC to charge fees for the use of the facility, but possibly supplies or 



materials.  She stated that they don’t anticipate 6% increase in tuition, but we should 
plan for it.   

 

JoAnne Cherefko moved that the payment of dual enrollment costs will be determined 
according to each local school division’s policy.   The motion was seconded by Elizabeth 
Hutchins.  The motion passed. 
 
The above motion was amended by Karen Schultz to include AP exam fees which will be 
determined according to each local school division’s policy.  The motion was seconded by 
JoAnne Cherefko.  The motion passed. 

 

d. Operational Budget for 2006-07 Based on Division Slot Allocation-Sally Murray 
stated that there are no changes.  JoAnne Cherefko asked that if we approve 115 
students, will that be all the money we are eligible to receive from the DOE?   Sylvia 
Wadsworth stated that the number of students enrolled on the last day of September is 
the number that you will officially submit for state funding.  We are projecting now, 
for planning purposes, the number of students, totaling 115 for all participating 
divisions that we are willing to locally support.  You will submit your actual number 
of number of students in September.  If the money is available, you are eligible for 
the funding based on that enrollment.   It was suggested that someone contact the 
DOE budget office to get an answer to that question.  Andy Hawkins stated that there 
may be an increase in state funding allocations for 2006-07.  We will know that when 
the Governor’s budget is official released.  

 

Wes Mills moved that the Operational Budget be approved based on division slot allocations.  
The motion was seconded by John Lamanna.  The motion passed. 

 
e. Joint Agreement and Resolution Signatures-There was discussion about how the 

agreement will be passed around to be signed.  Action is not required on this item at 
this time. 

 
f. Application Proposal Document –Sylvia Wadsworth stated that she has met with 

Barbara McGonagill and has made some minor changes in verbiage only. Sally 
Murray stated that clarification was needed in the first paragraphs concerning the first 
counties who participated in the feasibility discussions. Sally also stated that she does 
not see any specific indication on page one of the first meeting of the Governing 
Board.  Sally Murray indicated some typos in the introduction section. Sylvia will 
make the clarification and corrections. Sylvia stated that she has added a paragraph on 
page 8 concerning the Parallel Curriculum Model, as well as a teacher profile and a 
student profile on page 9.  These additions were recommended by Planning Board 
Chairman Rebecca Hayes.  Shenandoah University is mentioned in this document as 
a partner, but it is not included as a partner in the not in the agreement resolution.  
Sylvia Wadsworth will delete the word “partner” and use “support by”.  Dr. Martin 
suggested that future documentation be developed that includes Shenandoah 
University as a partner by amending the individual school boards resolutions after 
approval from the DOE. 

 
John Lamanna moved that the Application Proposal Document be approved as corrected 
and amended. The motion was seconded by Karen Schultz.  The motion passed. 
 



g. Fiscal Agent  
 

Wes Mills moved that Fauquier County be appointed as the fiscal agent for the Mountain 
Vista Governor’s School.  The motion was seconded by Karen Schultz.  The motion 
passed. 

 

VII. Board Member Comments 
 Eleanor Smalley, Superintendent of Clarke County, stated that Clarke County 

appreciates the Governing Board’s patience and is excited about being a participant.  
The Clarke County School Board will approve documentation at a meeting tonight.  
Sally Murray asked about the enrollment numbers.  The Clarke County School Board 
is expected to support eight students.  They would prefer to support five students, but 
they are expected to approve to the eight students. Sally Murray stated that if we 
reduced the number of students, we would have to cut staff. 

 Wes Mills announced that he became a grandfather since the last board meeting.   
 
VIII. Superintendent Comments-NONE 

IX. Director Comments-Sylvia Wadsworth thanked everyone for allowing her to be part of this 
journey.  She reminded Culpeper and Clarke County representatives that she still needs their 
Assurance of Support Resolution.  She reminded Eleanor Smalley that she still needs their 
division’s gifted advisory committee support letter. 

 
X. Next Scheduled Meeting: Thursday, January 5, 2006, 8:00AM - Lord Fairfax Community 

College-Middletown.  January 11, 2006 to Richmond for the presentation. 
 
XI. Adjournment 9:34 PM-John Lamanna moved that meeting be adjourned.  The motion 

was seconded by JoAnne Cherefko.  The motion passed. 
 

 
 



J. Program of Study 
 (Approved by Governing Board on November 21, 2005) 
 

1. MVGS-at-a-Glance 
2. Mission, Vision, Goals, Courses 
3. Science Curriculum 
4. Mathematics Curriculum 
5. Humanities Curriculum 
6. Research Curriculum 
7. Daily Schedule 
8. Possible Weekly Schedule           

 



 
 

 
 

Look-at-a-Glance of the Emerging Mountain Vista Governor’s School 
Governing Board and Virginia Board of Education Approval Still Needed for all Aspects of Proposal 

 
Attribute MOUNTAIN VISTA Governor’s School 

Mission The mission of Mountain Vista Governor’s School is to present a research-based, technology-
enhanced, integrated program in Mathematics, Science, and the Humanities. The program will 
challenge students to reach their full potential as independent thinkers capable of assuming 
leadership roles in a constantly changing global society.  

School Day • 4.5 hour Governor’s School daily instruction  
• 7:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.- student on-site day  
• 7:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. teacher day 
• 1 day a week for Focused Learning Experiences (FLEX) e.g. laboratory, research, field 

experiences, guest speakers, etc.) 
• Web-communication systems to provide additional instructional time 

Yearly Schedule • 180 day minimum 
• Semester format 
• Yearly academic calendar being designed for best fit with division’s calendars 
• Web-communication systems utilized when some students can not be present due to weather, 

holidays, or other circumstances 
Number of Students and 

Grade Level 
 

• Projected enrollment for 2006-07 is 115 students in grade levels 11 and 12 
• 10th grade to be added in 2007-08 
• 9th grade to be added in 2008-09 

Site Description • Two sites at Lord Fairfax Community College (LFCC) 
 Fauquier Campus to serve Culpeper, Fauquier, and Rappahannock 
 Middletown Campus to serve Clarke, Frederick, Warren, and Winchester City 

• Sites connected by video-conferencing for two way interaction between teachers and students 
• Lecture and presentation rooms, including the compressed video distance learning classroom  
• Excellent lab facilities to support project-based and technology-enhanced learning opportunities 
• LFCC Special Events Center/Barn to support joint collaborative group sessions 
• Shenandoah University to provide extended learning activities through its campus facilities 

Curriculum Focus • Science, Mathematics, Humanities, Research  
• Emphasis on interdisciplinary connections 
• Scholarly research with authentic application 
• Collaboration among faculty and students 
• Community partnerships 
• Technology integration into all aspects of learning 
• All Humanities and Research courses are required  

Course Offerings 
 
 

This program provides the 
opportunity to earn 20 hours 
of college credit each year 
through dual enrollment. 
Students also have  the 

opportunity to choose to take 
Advanced Placement 

Examinations. 
 
 

• Science:    
 MVGS Physics I: Analytical: Mechanics Focus 
 MVGS Advanced Biology II:  Environmental Focus 
 MVGS Physics II: Electricity and Magnetism Focus 

• Mathematics:  
 MVGS Calculus I: Applied 
 MVGS Calculus II: Engineering  
 MVGS Multivariable Calculus 
 MVGS Statistics with Discrete Topics  

• Humanities:  
 MVGS Humanities I:  The Power of Thought 
 MVGS Humanities II:  Applying the Power of Thought to World Issues 

• Research: 
 MVGS Research I:  Fundamentals 
 MVGS Research II:  Applications 



 
Instructor Qualification • Content-area expertise 

• Advanced degrees sought for dual enrollment opportunities 
• Gifted education training/endorsement opportunity to be provided through staff development  

Grading • Numerical grades submitted to school division to be converted to letter grades based on school 
division grading policy 

• Weighted credit offered based on individual school division policy 
Diploma/Transcripts • School Division Diploma with Virginia Academic-Year Governor’s School Seal  

• School Division Transcript  
Guidance Services • Counseling services available at both sites  

• Responsibilities to include: liaison between Governor’s School and home-based high school, 
group and personal counseling for students, student grade processing to home-based schools, 
college admissions, career counseling, recruitment and admissions  

Role of Director • Program administrator 
• Instructional leader in promoting teaming planning/instruction 
• Support of Governing Board in establishing policy and regulatory procedures 
• Community Outreach to secure support and partnerships to enhance learning environment 

Community Support • Lord Fairfax Community College 
• Shenandoah University  
• Partnerships with other higher level education institutions, corporations, associations, and 

individuals  
Summer Programs • New Student Orientation (beginning in 2006-07)  

• Summer Enrichment between 11th and 12th grades (beginning 2007-08) 
Distance Learning • Real-time multi-site interaction for teachers and students 

• Web-communication to expand time for student-teacher interaction  
• Possible use of on-line courses to meet individual needs 
• Virtual field experiences to enhance classroom learning environment 

Fiscal Agent plus 
Administration Policy and 

Regulation 

• Personnel and purchasing through Fauquier County School Board 

Application/Selection • Standard Application Packet using a multi-criteria format 
• School divisions’ selection committees  

Transportation • School divisions provide transportation from home-based schools to Lord Fairfax Community 
College Campus 

Student Code of Conduct • Compatible with Lord Fairfax Community College and school divisions’ codes of conduct 
• Home-based school administration responsible for administering disciplinary action based on 

school division student conduct policy and procedures 
 
 
 

 
Mountain Vista Governor’s School: Soaring above and beyond in regional cooperation and excellence in education 

while serving the communities of Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, Warren, and Winchester City. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Serving the counties of  
Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Rappahannock, 

Warren, and City of Winchester 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Mountain Vista Governor’s School is to present a research-based, 
technology-enhanced, integrated program in mathematics, science, and the humanities. 
The program will challenge students to reach their full potential as independent thinkers 
capable of assuming leadership roles in a constantly changing global society.  
  

Curriculum Overview 
The interdisciplinary curriculum design of Mountain Vista Governor’s School challenges 
students to construct a highly integrated understanding of mathematics and designated 
sciences.  The development of technology and research skills supports students in solving 
authentic problems in a scholarly and professional manner.  The humanities component 
requires students to analyze the relationship between the arts and sciences and construct a 
personal philosophical basis for ethical leadership in applying scientific knowledge to 
challenging real-world issues.  

Goals 
The learning environment of Mountain Vista Governor’s School is designed to provide 
students rigorous educational experiences to reach their fullest potential by:  

1. cultivating a collaborative, supportive regional community of academically 
talented and highly motivated learners that celebrates intellectual diversity; 

2. providing investigative learning experiences that integrate disciplines; 
3. engaging students in research and extended learning through a discovery approach 

patterned after activities of scholars and professionals; 
4. developing producers of knowledge as well as consumers of knowledge; 
5. preparing self-reliant, critical thinkers who excel at advanced levels of education 

and apply knowledge to real world challenges;  
6. creating opportunities for service and leadership in both school and community; and 
7. establishing community partnerships to enhance learning opportunities. 
 

Vision 
The Mountain Vista Governor’s School community of learners will engage in the 

investigation of scholarly knowledge through an active, constructive learning 
environment.  Students will be expected to become fluent in the processes of mathematics 
and science, reinforced by a deep understanding of the humanities.  

• Through research, students will learn to use standard technological tools 
for data analysis and authentic problem solving.  

• Through personal investigation and reflection, students will be challenged 
to derive meaning from learning. 

• Through practical application, students will strive to reach their fullest 
potential.   



• Through collaboration with peers, teachers, and mentors, students will 
generate and communicate useful solutions to problems of the local and 
global community.    

 
Interdisciplinary Connectivity 

The faculty of Mountain Vista Governor’s School will collaborate to integrate 
knowledge and skills from all disciplines in the following ways: 

• Scientific and mathematical knowledge will be examined in historical and 
cultural contexts. 

• The mathematics courses and the science courses will be taught 
collaboratively. 

• Environmental science will be a component of the physics and biology 
courses. 

• Students will be challenged to see how the process of science and the 
knowledge gained through science impacts the cultures and politics of the 
world. 

• Students will analyze and critique scientific thought against the 
background of Western philosophy, literature, and the arts. 

• Students will utilize their technical writing skills while conducting 
scientific investigations and presenting their findings. 

• Students will be challenged through research to see that all knowledge 
crosses multiple disciplines. 

 
Technology Integration  

The faculty of Mountain Vista Governor’s School will integrate technology into all 
courses in the following ways: 

• Students will carry out investigations using computer-aided, data-collecting 
probes and sensors. 

• Students will use graphing software to manipulate and analyze data 
collected during laboratory investigations. 

• Students will utilize internet resources to gather background information 
throughout the courses. 

• Students will engage in distance learning via multi-site video conferencing 
and/or on-line instruction. 

• Students will use technology to develop and deliver presentations of their 
research findings in a publishable format. 

• Faculty will use technology in instructional presentations. 
• Faculty will utilize web-communication systems for off-site instruction, 

and students will utilize it to prepare and submit assignments. (e.g. 
weather-related or other scheduling issues negatively impacting on-site 
instruction) 

 
Community Research Partnerships 

Engineering 
Medical/Pharmaceutical 

Environmental 
Agribusiness 

Animal Sciences 
(List potential partners, included, but not limited to) 

 



Above and Beyond Regular High School 
The Mountain Vista Governor’s School provides for opportunities above and beyond 
regular high school by:  

• Providing college-level curriculum designed to meet the unique needs of 
gifted learners. 

• Creating a regional community of learners of academic peers.  
• Providing a uniquely designed integrated science, mathematics, 

humanities, and research curriculum. 
• Providing extensive research and real-world application opportunities.  
• Using technology-enhanced instruction for delivery of instruction, data 

collection/analysis/processing, and effective communication of 
information/solutions. 

• Focusing on community-based instruction through the themes of 
engineering, medical, environment, agribusiness, and animal sciences. 

• Providing an especially designed Dual Enrollment program (versus a 
course) that enables college-bound students to: 

o be challenged with college-level content; 
o experience college-level research expectations, language, and 

procedures; 
o develop learner-centered skills needed by a self-reliant, life-long 

learner; 
o earn college credits in math, science, humanities, and research; 
o develop a two-year portfolio for the college application process; 
o relate core knowledge to real-world application skills; 
o interact with experts in the career area of their choice. 

• Developing leadership potential by exploring and applying intellectual 
ideas through research and public action.  

 
Program of Study 

 
 Math Science Humanities Research 
Junior Year 
 
[BREADTH] 

MVGS 
Calculus I: 

Applied 
or 

MVGS 
Calculus II: 
Engineering  

MVGS 
Physics I: 
Analytical, 
Mechanics 

Focus 
 

MVGS 
English/Humanities: The 
Power of Thought  

 

 MVGS 
Research I: 
Fundamentals

Senior Year 
 
[DEPTH] 

MVGS 
Multivariable 

Calculus 
or 

MVGS 
Statistics 

with Discrete 
Topics 

 

MVGS 
Advanced 
Biology II 

with 
Environmental 

Focus 
or 

MVGS 
Physics II: 

Electricity and 
Magnetism 

Focus 

MVGS 
Government/Humanities: 
Applying the Power of 
Persuasion to World 
Issues  
 

MVGS 
Research II: 
Application 

  



 
 
 
 

Science 
 

 Overview 
 

The science program at the Mountain Vista Governor’s School provides 
opportunities for unique course offerings not available at the home school, innovative 
instructional methodology, integration with mathematics and humanities, inquiry based 
laboratory investigations, an appreciation for the interconnectedness of science 
disciplines, and incorporation of appropriate technology. An environmental strand 
introduced in Analytical Physics is continued and built into advanced science courses.  
 

GRADE COURSE ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT EXAM 

OPTION 
9th Prerequisites  

at Home-based High School 
Biology ( Earth Science taken in 8th 

Grade when available or as 
additional science course when 

possible) 

 

10th Grade Prerequisites  
at Home-based High School 

Chemistry 
(or taken 11th or 12 grade at home-

based school 

 

11th Grade  
at Mountain Vista Governor’s 

School 

MVGS Physics I:  Analytical:  
Mechanics Focus 

 

AP Physics C:  Mechanics  

12th Grade at Mt. Vista GS 
at Mountain Vista Governor’s 

School 

MVGS Advanced Biology II:  
Environmental Focus 

or 
MVGS Physics II:  Electricity and 

Magnetism Focus 
 

AP Biology 
AP Environmental Science 

AP Physics C:  Electricity and 
Magnetism 

 

[Note: Recommend MVGS science courses are Dual Enrollment with the option for individual students to 
take selected Advanced Placement Examinations.]  
 
Essential Questions to Guide Instruction: 

• How do scientists solve problems? 
• How do humans interact with the environment? 
• How is technology used to collect and analyze data? 
• How are statistics used to evaluate data? 
• What connections does science have to mathematics and the humanities? 
• How are the results of scientific research communicated? 

 
Habits of Mind: 

• Critical thinking 
• Data collection, interpretation and presentation 
• Effective communication 
• Collaborative problem solving 
• Proficiency in the use of technology as a tool 
• Scientific literacy 



• Observation, inference, classification, measurement, hypothesis, analysis 
 

Course Descriptions 
 
MVGS Physics I:  Analytical: Mechanics Focus    This Physics is a calculus based first 
year course.  Major units of study include Newtonian Mechanics, Fluid Mechanics, 
Aerodynamics, and Environmental Physics.  Inquiry-based laboratory investigations 
include extensive integration of technology. This course is designed to be integrated with 
MVGS Calculus I.  Upon successful completion, students will earn dual enrollment 
credits in Physics and be eligible to take the Advanced Placement Physics C (Mechanics) 
examination. 
 
MVGS Physic II: Electricity and Magnetism Focus  This Physics is a calculus based 
second year course.  Inquiry is stressed and laboratory investigations incorporate 
extensive integration of technology.  Major units of study include Electricity and 
Magnetism, Environmental Physics, and Modern Physics.  Upon successful completion, 
students will earn dual enrollment credits in Physics and be eligible to take the Advanced 
Placement Physics C (Electricity & Magnetism) examination. 
 
MVGS Advanced BiologyII: Environmental Focus   This advanced Biology with an 
Environmental Focus is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester college 
introductory biology course with a particular emphasis on ecology including human 
impact on ecosystems.  Students explore characteristics of living matter from the 
molecular level to the ecological community while studying the interrelationship between 
organisms and their natural/cultural environments. Inquiry is stressed and laboratory 
investigations include the twelve required Advanced Placement Biology labs with 
extensive integration of appropriate technology.  Major units of study consist of 
Molecules and Cells, Heredity and Evolution, Organisms and Populations, and Resource 
Use and Global Change.   Upon successful completion, students will earn dual enrollment 
credits in Biology and be eligible to take the AP Biology exam and /or the AP 
Environmental Science examination. 
 

Course Outlines 
 

MVGS Physics I:  Analytical: Mechanics Focus 
 
I. Newtonian Mechanics 
 

• Kinematics 
• Newton’s Laws of Motion 
• Work, Energy, Power 
• Systems of Particles/Linear Momentum 
• Circular Motion & Rotation 
• Oscillations & Gravitation 
 

II. Fluid Mechanics 
 

III. Aerodynamics 
IV. Environmental Physics 

 



• Energy Concepts (Including kinetic theory & thermodynamics) 
• Energy Consumption 
• Fossil Fuel Resources & Use 
• Hydroelectric Power 
• Nuclear Power 
• Energy Conservation 
• Renewable Energy 

 
MVGS Physics II: Electricity and Magnetism Focus 
 
I. Electricity & Magnetism 
 

• Electrostatics 
• Conductors, Capacitors, Dielectrics 
• Electric Circuits 
• Magnetic Fields 
• Electromagnetism 

 
II. Waves & Optics 
 

• Wave Motion 
• Physical Optics 
• Geometric Optics 

 
III. Modern Physics 
 

• Atomic Physics and Quantum Effects 
• Nuclear Physics 

 
IV. Environmental Physics 
 

• Select Topics 
 
MVGS Advanced Biology II: Environmental Focus  
 
I. Molecules & Cells 
 

• Chemistry of Life 
• Cells 
• Cellular Energetic 

 
II. Heredity & Evolution 
 

• Heredity 
• Molecular Genetics 
• Evolutionary Biology 

 
III. Organisms & Populations 
 



• Diversity of Organisms 
• Structure & Function of Plants & Animals 
• Ecology 

 
IV. Resource Use & Global Change 

 
• Earth Systems & Resources 
• Land & Water Use 
• Pollution 
• Global Change 

 
 
 



 
 
 

mathematics 
 

Overview 
 

 The Mountain Vista Governor’s School mathematics program will provide unique 
course offerings not available at the home school.  Students will construct their own 
understanding by communicating, reasoning, forming connections and using different 
representations to model and interpret useful solutions to real world problems.  Fluency 
in the language of mathematics allows the investigation of science as an active 
constructive process.  Students will learn to use the same standard technological tools as 
those used for problem solving and data analysis in academic and professional settings.  
Through the mathematics program, students will begin to find their place in the world 
through personal investigation and reflection.  
 

GRADE COURSE ADVANCED  
PLACEMENT  EXAM 

OPTION 
9th Prerequisites  

at Home-based High School 
Algebra II with Trigonometry   

10th Grade Prerequisites  
at Home-based High School 

Math Analysis/Pre Calculus   

11th Grade  
at Mountain Vista Governor’s 

School 

MVGS Calculus I:  Applied:   
 or 
MVGS Calculus II:  Engineering 

AP Calculus AB 
 
AP Calculus BC 

12th Grade at Mt. Vista GS 
at Mountain Vista Governor’s 

School 

MVGS Multivariable Calculus 
or 
MVGS Statistics with Discrete 
Topics 
 

 
 
AP Statistics 

[Note: Recommend MVGS mathematics courses are Dual Enrollment with the option for individual 
students to take selected Advanced Placement Examinations.]  
 
 Essential Questions to Guide Instruction: 

• How do mathematicians formulate mathematical argument and proof?  
• How authentic data is collected, analyzed and interpreted?  
• How do researchers communicate orally and in writing with the language of 

mathematics?  
• How can students investigate and appreciate abstract theory?  
• How can students question, justify, and defend mathematical thinking?  
• How will students visualize, describe, model, and analyze situations in 

mathematical terms?  



• How will students make connections within mathematics and with other 
disciplines? 

• How do developers of mathematics select and use appropriate technological 
tools?  

• How can students investigate the development of mathematical thought 
through its history?  

• How will students see their role in mathematics in the present and the future?  

 Habits of Mind:   
• Critical thinking 
• Data collection, interpretation and presentation 
• Effective communication 
• Collaborative problem solving 
• Selection and use of appropriate technological tools 
• Mathematical literacy 
• Formulation of mathematical proof 
• Questioning, justification and defense of mathematical thinking 

Course Descriptions 

MVGS Calculus I:  Applied    Calculus I stresses laboratory investigations, analytical 
thinking, and analysis of real data.  Applications of differentiation and integration are 
covered with a broad emphasis on social, biological, and physical science. This course is  
designed to be integrated with MVGS Physics I.  The use of technological tools is 
integrated throughout the course.  Upon successful completion, students will earn dual 
enrollment credits in calculus and be eligible to take the Calculus AB Advanced 
Placement examination. 

MVGS Calculus II:  Engineering   Calculus II includes concepts and applications of 
differential and integral calculus; sequences and series; and elementary differential 
equations.  This course is designed to be integrated with MVGS Physics I. The use of 
technology is integrated throughout the course.  Upon successful completion, students 
will earn dual enrollment credits in calculus and be eligible to take the Calculus BC 
Advanced Placement examination.   

MVGS Multivariable Calculus  Multivariable Calculus extends the BC Calculus by 
focusing on differential and integral calculus of several variables. It culminates in the 
calculus applications to physics with Stokes’, Green’s, and Gauss’ Theorems. This course 
is designed to be integrated with MVGS Physics II.  It is equivalent to a third semester 
college calculus course. Upon successful completion, students will earn dual enrollment 
credits in multivariable calculus. 

MVGS Statistics with Discrete Topics   Statistics exposes students to four broad 
conceptual themes:  (1) exploring data:  observing patterns and departures from patterns, 
(2) planning a study:  deciding what and how to measure, (3) anticipating patterns in 



advance:  producing models using probability and simulation, and (4) statistical 
inference:  confirming models.  Students will use statistics as a tool to solve a variety of 
problems in areas including, but not limited to, political science, economics, sports, 
ecology, law, life and biological, and physical sciences.  In addition, other modeling 
techniques will be explored including the study of dynamical systems.  Extensive use of 
calculator and computer technologies including a statistics package will be used.  A TI-84 
or equivalent graphing calculator is required.  Upon successful completion, students will 
earn dual enrollment credits in and be eligible to take the Statistics Advanced Placement 
examination. 

Course Outlines 

MVGS Calculus I:  Applied   

   *Problems should be chosen from areas of student interest, accompanying science 
courses, and research topics. 

 
I. Functions, Graphs and Limits 

• Analysis of Graphs 
• Limits of Functions 
•    Asymptotic and unbounded behavior 
• Continuity as a property of functions 

II. Functions, Graphs and Limits 

• Concept of the derivative 
• Derivative at a point 
• Derivative as a function 
• Second derivatives 
• Application of derivative 
• Computation of derivatives 

III. Integrals 

• Interpretations and properties of definite integrals 
• Applications of integrals 
• Fundamental theorem of Calculus 
• Techniques of Antidifferentiation 
• Applications of Antidifferentiation 
• Numerical approximations to definite integrals 

MVGS Calculus II:  Engineering   



* Problems should be chosen from areas of student interest, accompanying science 
courses, and research topics.  

I. Functions, Graphs and Limits  
• Analysis of Graphs  
• Limits of functions  
• Asymptotic and unbounded behavior  
• Continuity as a property of functions  
• Parametric, Polar, End vector functions  

II. Derivatives  
• Concept of the derivative  
• Derivative at a point  
• Derivative as a function  
• Second derivatives  
• Applications of derivatives to include Euler’s Method and L’Hospital’s 

Rule  
• Computation of derivatives  

III. Integrals  
• Interpretations and properties of definite integrals  
• Applications of integrals  
• Fundamental Theorem of Calculus  
• Techniques of Anti-differentiation to include proper intervals  
• Applications of Anti-differentiation to include solving logistic differential 

equations  
• Numerical approximations to definite integrals  

IV. Polynomial Approximation and Series  
• Concept of Series 
• Series of Constants  
• Taylor Series   

 

MVGS Multivariable Calculus  

* Problems should be chosen from areas of student interest, accompanying science 
courses, and research topics.  

I.   Conics, Parametric Equations, and Polar Coordinates  
• Arc length and surface area  
• Areas and lengths of polar coordinates  
• Conic sections and polar coordinates   

II.  Vectors and the Geometry Space  
• The dot product  
• The cross product  
• Cylinders and quadric surfaces  
• Cylindrical and spherical coordinates   

III. Vector-Valued functions  



• Vector functions and space curves  
• Arc length and curvature  
• Motion and space: velocity and acceleration   

IV. Functions of several variables  
• Partial derivatives  
• Limits and Continuity  
• Differentials  
• Chain Rule  
• Directional Derivatives and Gradients 
• Tangent Planes and Normal lines  
• Extreme Functions of two variables 
• Applications of Extreme Functions  

V. Multiple Integration  
• Iterated Integrals and Area in the Plane 
• Double Integrals and Volume  
• Change of Variables:  Polar Coordinates  
• Center of Mass and Moments of Inertia  
• Triple Integrals/Applications  
• Change of Variables:  Jacobians   

VI. Vector Analysis  
• Vector Fields  
• Line Integrals  
• Conservative Vector Fields and Independence of Path 
• Green’s Theorem  
• Parametric Surfaces  
• Surface Integrals  
• Divergence Theorem   

MVGS Statistics with Discrete Topics  

* Data Analysis projects and discrete topics of study should be chosen as they relate to 
areas of student interest, research topics and accompanying science courses.  

I.   Exploring Data:  Describing patterns and departures from patterns  
• Constructing and interpreting graphical displays of distributions of 

univariate data  
• Summarizing distributions of univariate data  
• Comparing distributions of univariate data  
• Exploring bivariate data  
• Exploring categorical data  

II.  Sampling and Experimentation:  Planning and conducting a study  
• Overview of methods of data collection  
• Planning and conducting surveys  
• Planning and conducting experiments  



• Generalizability of results and types of conclusions that can be drawn 
from observational studies, experiments, and surveys   

III.  Anticipating Patterns:  Exploring random phenomena using probability and 
simulation  

• Probability  
• Combining independent random variables  
• The normal distribution  
• Sampling distributions   

IV.   Statistical Inference:  Estimating population parameters and testing hypotheses  
• Estimation (point estimators and confidence intervals)  
• Tests of significance   

V.  Graph Theory  
• Euler and Hamiltonian Circuits  
• Scheduling and Optimization problems  
• Application of algorithms, eg.  Kruskal’s, Prim’s, Dijkstra’s   

VII.  Logic, Truth Tables and Boolean Logic   
VIII. Modeling and understanding finite systems (choose from the following)  

• Fractal Geometry and Chaos Theory of Mathematics  
• Apportionment and Fair Division  
• Election Methods  
• Population and Economic systems  
• Sorting and coding algorithms used in storing, processing and 

communicating information  
 
 



 
 

Humanities 

Overview  

Mountain Vista Governor’s School humanities program will develop ethical leaders within the 
scientific community with the capacity to apply research skills to solving local, national, and 
world problems.  
 

GRADE COURSE ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT EXAM 

OPTION 
9th Prerequisites at Home-based High 

School 
Advanced Eng 9/ 
World History I 

 

10th Grade Prerequisites at Home-
based High School 

Advanced Eng 10/ 
World History II 

 

11th Grade at Mountain Vista 
Governor’s School 

MVGS English/Humanities: 
The Power of Thought 

AP English Language and 
Composition 

12th Grade at Mt. Vista GS at 
Mountain Vista Governor’s School 

MVGS Government/Humanities:
Applying the Power of 

Persuasion to World Issues 

AP Comparative Government 

[Note: Recommend MVGS humanities courses are dual enrollment with students having the option to take 
an appropriate Advanced Placement Exam.]  

Essential Questions to Guide Instruction: 
• Who composes the scientific community? 
• What is the role of the scientific community in the wider world? 
• What is the individual student’s role within the scientific community? 
• What are the basic ethical premises that drive the scientific community? 
• How has the advance of philosophic thought paralleled and been intertwined with 

mathematical and scientific thought? 
• How is the debate between science and the humanities reflected in classical literature? 
• How are the tools of logic, analysis, rhetoric, and reflection used for scientific inquiry? 
• How have technological advances changed scientific inquiry? 
• How have scientific and technological advancements impacted the human world and 

physical world and their interaction? 
• How do contemporary science leaders apply their leadership skills within their field and 

beyond? 
• What are the critical and scientific technological issues for the 21st century? 
• How can students employ the tools of scientific investigation, Socratic analysis, and 

rhetoric to address current critical scientific issues? 
• What knowledge of geo-political systems is vital to successfully and ethically address 

contemporary world issues?  



 
Habits of Mind: 

• Precision in reading, writing, listening, speaking, performing 
• Critical thinking, synthesis, analysis, evaluation 
• Research, technological proficiency, collaboration, creativity 
• Historical thinking 
• Philosophical thinking  
• Global awareness  

 

Course Descriptions 

MVGS English: The Power of Thought   Beginning with philosophical systems of thought, this 
humanities course will engage students in an exploration of the philosophical and historical 
foundations of science against the broader background of Western thought and classical 
literature.  The classic philosophical tools such as logic, analysis, rhetoric, and reflection will 
enable students to develop powerful approaches to scientific inquiry and the presentation of 
written arguments.  By examining the lives of key mathematicians and scientists as well as 
classical and contemporary theories and critical ethical issues, students will be challenged to 
reflect on their lives and create their own philosophical and ethical position statements.  Upon 
successful completion of the course, students will be eligible to receive dual enrollment 
English/Humanities credits and be eligible to take the Advanced Placement English Language 
and Composition Exam. 

MVGS Government: Applying the Power of Persuasion to World Issues  Through the lenses of 
local, national, and world systems with an emphasis on American government and economy; 
students will identify critical scientific issues and problems.  Using scientific investigations, 
Socratic analysis, and rhetorical tools, students will develop and defend positions/solutions and 
cultivate the ethical dispositions and leadership skills to apply them to real-world problems. 
Through integration with Research II, students will be expected to present their independent 
research and show the interconnectivity of science, mathematics, and the humanities.  Upon 
successful completion of the course, students will be eligible to receive dual enrollment Social 
Studies/Humanities credits and be eligible to take the Advanced Placement Comparative 
Government Exam. 

Course Outlines  

MVGS English: The Power of Thought (Systems and Personal)  
I. Philosophy/History  

• System of thinking  
• Historical trends of scientific thought  
 

II. Tools of thought  
• Analysis  
• Rhetoric  
• Logic  
 
 



  III. Expository and Informational Writing 
 
  IV. The Classical Debate 

• The argument reflected in British, European, and other literature 
• The literary techniques to present the arguments (philosophical essay, scientific 

essay, novel, drama, poetry) 
 

   V. Reflection/meta-cognition 
• Ethics/religion 
• Integrative:  Identity piece 
 

MVGS Government: Applying the Power of Persuasion to World Issues 
 

I. Geo-politics  (language, power, politics) linguistic  
 

II. World issues  
 
III. Leadership ethics  
 
IV. World systems (comparison of U. S. and other governments) 

• Economic  
• Political  
• Cultural (religion)  
• Bioenvironmental  
• Aesthetics  
 

V. Posing problem and positing persuasive solutions  
 

VI. Research  
• Socratic analysis  
• Position statements  
 

VII. Explanation using Rhetoric/Art/Poetry/Essay/Models  
 



 
 
 
 

 
Research 

 
Overview 

 
 The Mountain Vista Governor’s School’s research program seeks to develop 
skills and dispositions to pursue truth through scientific inquiry. 

 
GRADE COURSE 

9th Prerequisites  
at Home-based High 

School 

Advanced English 9 

10th Grade 
Prerequisites  

at Home-based High 
School 

Advanced English 10 

11th Grade  
at Mountain Vista 
Governor’s School 

MVGS Research I:  Fundamentals 

12th Grade at Mt. Vista 
GS 

at Mountain Vista 
Governor’s School 

MVGS  Research II:  Applied 
 

[Note: Recommend Mt. Vista GS Research courses be Dual Enrollment.] 
 
Essential Questions to Guide Instruction: 

• How does the scientific method impact the development of a research project? 
• What various tools and methodologies are used to gather relevant data and to 

what interpretations might this data lead? 
• What differentiates primary from secondary source material, and how might they 

be effectively used in written and oral forms? 
• What tools are available to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, 

and other audiences? 
• How will students employ technology in the development of strategies for solving 

problems in the real world? 
• How can students use technology to solve problems and make decisions regarding 

careers in the real world? 
How will students use a variety of media and formats to communicate information 
and ideas effectively to multiple audiences? 

 
Habits of Mind: 

• Critical thinking 
• Data collection, interpretation and presentation 
• Effective communication 
• Collaborative problem solving 



• Proficiency in the use of technology as a tool 
• Scientific literacy 
• Observation, inference, classification, measurement, hypothesis, analysis 

 
Course Descriptions 

 
MVGS Research I:  Introduction to the Fundamentals of the Research Process 
Through analysis and critiques of exemplary research studies, students will explore basic 
research concepts such as validity, reliability, and experimental design.  A basic 
understanding of statistics and the technological tools utilized to organize and integrate 
information will enable students to design and gather data and conduct independent 
scientific study.  Through practicing precision in research and writing, students will be 
able to utilize a variety of media to present their data and conclusions. Upon successful 
completion of the course, students will earn one high school dual enrollment credit in 
research. 
 
MVGS Research Course II: Exploration of Cutting-Edge Science and Technology 
Fields (Applied Research )  Students will apply principles of effective research by 
continuing intense research or through mentorships.  This course will support these 
efforts through explorations of cutting edge trends in science and technology career 
opportunities, resume writing, and oral presentation skills. Through integration with 
Humanities II, students will be expected to present their independent research and show 
the interconnectivity of science, mathematics, and the humanities.  Upon successful 
completion of the course, students will earn one dual enrollment credit in research. 
 

Research Course Outline 
 
MVGS Research Course I: Introduction to the Fundamentals of Research Process 
 

I. Fundamentals of  research  
II. Successfully design and complete an independent study project 

III. Describe basic research concepts including validity, reliability, descriptive and 
experimentally designs, experimental controls, descriptive, inferential statistics, 
and hypothesis testing 

IV. Analyze and critique exemplary research studies 
V. Basic statistics as it applies to research models 

VI. Explore and analyze data through a variety of models 
VII. Organize and integrate information through the use of databases, spreadsheets, 

charts, and tables to expand and enhance understanding of ideas and concepts 
VIII. Use technology tools to locate, evaluate, and synthesize information from a 

variety of sources. 
IX. Utilize descriptive and inferential to present and justify findings 
X. Precision in Scientific Research and Writing 

XI. Demonstrate ability to gather literature related to a research topic 
• Utilize the research library resources 
• Use the computer as a tool for locating specific information from the 

world wide web 
XII. Synthesize research  

XIII. Clear concise objective writing 
XIV. Literature review, methodology, research questions 



XV. Use a variety of media to communicate information and ideas effectively to 
multiple audiences 

 
MVGS Research Course II: Exploration of Cutting-Edge Science and Technology 
Fields 
 

I. Describe what they have learned about career opportunities and the applications 
of mathematics, science, and technology in the work place while participating in 
an internship 

II. Generate resume for internship sponsors 
III. Communicate highlights of research findings through oral presentations 
IV. Research on real world problems 

 
 



 
 
 

 
Daily Schedule for Academic Year 2006-07 

 
Rationale for this recommended schedule: 

 Provide for 4.5 hours of college level instruction per day that includes 3.5 hours of on-site instruction and 1 hour of web-communication 
instruction  

 AM transportation time depends of travel distance from FLCC site; travel time will not negatively impact instructional time 
 Allow students opportunity to balance school day so that they can experience part of the day with their regional academic peers and part of 

the day with peers at home-based school 
 Provides students with an integrated instructional approach to mathematics, science, humanities, and research that is not available to them at 

their home-based school. 
 Enable students to experience leadership opportunities both in the governor’s school and their home-based school. 

 

AM TRAVEL TIME 
to MVGS 

AM MVGS 
ON-SITE INSTRUCTIONAL TIME 

(3.5 Hours of Instructional Time) 

PM TRAVEL  TIME 
from MVGS 

PM HIGH SCHOOL INSTRUCTIONAL TIME 
(Lunch, post-lunch classes), and EXTENDED  

MVGS WEB-COMMUNICATION 
INSTRUCTION) 

6:45am  – 7:30am  
(time varies due to 
distance) 
 
LFCC Warrenton 
Culpeper   7:00 – 7:30 
Fauquier    7:10 – 
7:30 
Rappahannock  7:00 – 
7:30 
 
LFCC Middletown 
Clarke    7:00 – 7:30 
Frederick  6:45 – 7:30 
Winchester 7:00- 7:30 
Warren  7:00 – 7:30 
 

7:30 am -----------------------------11:00am 
      Dual Enrollment Credits: 
           *Mathematics 
           *Science 
           *Humanities/English (12th Grade) 
             Humanities/Government (12th  
             Grade ) 
          *Research (including technology 
            component) 
 
  
 
 

11:00 am – 11:45am  
(time varies due to 
distance) 
 
LFCC Warrenton 
Culpeper    11:00 – 11:30 
Fauquier    11:00 – 11:20 
Rappahannock 11:00 – 
11:30 
 
LFCC Middletown 
Clarke          11:00 – 11:30 
Frederick      11:00 – 
11:45 
Winchester   11:00 – 
11:30 
Warren         11:00 – 11:30 
 

(Times vary due to distance and school dismissal 
time) 
 Home-based school credits: 
         *English (11th grade only ) 
         *Social Studies (11th grade only) 
         *Foreign Language  
         *Fine Arts 
         *Additional Electives   
LFCC Warrenton 
Culpeper   11:30 – 2:53 (miss 20 mins 3rd Block) 
Fauquier   11:20- 2:33 (miss 23 mins 3rd Block) 
Rappahannock 11:30 – 3:20 (miss none 3rd Block ) 
 
LFCC Middletown 
Clarke     11:30 – 3:35  (miss none 3rd Block) 
Frederick  11:45 – 2:30 (miss 30 mins 5th Period) 
Winchester  11:30 – 2:54 (miss 19 mins 3rd Block) 
Warren    11:30 – 2:33 (miss 20 mins 4th Period) 
 



Possible Weekly Schedule 
 Mountain Vista Governor’s School 

2006-07 
Grade/Time Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday 

 
A 

7:30 
- 

9:15  
am 

 
Research  I:  

Fundamentals 
Teacher A 

 
Humanities I: The 
Power of Thought 

Teacher B 

 
Research I: 

Fundamentals 
Teacher A 

 

 
Humanities I: The 
Power of Thought 

Teacher B 

 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

B 
9:15 

- 
11:00

am  

 
Science 11 
 Physics I: 
Analytical, 

Mechanics Focus 
Teacher C 

 
 

 
Math 11 

Calculus I: 
Applied 
Teach E 

 
Math 11 
Calculus II:  
Engineerin

g  
Teach F 

 
Science 11 
 Physics I: 
Analytical, 

Mechanics Focus  
Teacher C 
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Team teaching through distance learning could be planned for once a week for 

each course and through additional special virtual events being incorporated into the 
planning during the Flexible Schedule Day. 
 

Teachers:  PER SITE. Plan and work as a team within a flexible schedule 
 

Research I {11th grade}    = 2 Blocks 
Research II {12th grade}    = 2 Blocks 

  One Research Teacher [4 Blocks] 
 
 Humanities I {11th grade}    = 2 Blocks 
 Humanities II {12th grade}    = 2 Blocks 
  One Humanities Teacher [4 Blocks] 
 
 Applied Physics {11th & 12th grade}    = 4 Blocks 
 Biology with Environment Focus {12th grade} = 2 Blocks 
  Two Science Teachers [6 Blocks] 
 

Applied Calculus {11th grade}   =   2 Blocks 
            Engineering Calculus {11th grade}   =  2 Blocks 
           Multi-Variable Calculus {12th grade}   =  2 Blocks 
     Statistics {12th grade}     =  2 Blocks 
  Two Math Teachers [8 Blocks] 
 
 Each teacher would teach 4 blocks (3.5 hours).  Lunch, individual planning, and 
team planning would follow the teaching blocks 11:00 – 2:30. (7 hour day) 
 

Space:  PER SITE   
       6 classrooms with a Biology Lab, Physics Lab and Computer Lab 

 availability on a needs basis. 
       6 classrooms with a Biology Lab, Physics Lab and Computer Lab 

 availability on a needs basis. 
 
  One of these classroom should be a distance learning classroom.  
                                          



 
K. Community Support 

 
1. Building Community Support 
2. MVGS Fact Sheet (October 2005) 
3. Mountain Vista Governor’s School Brochure 
4. Mountain Vista PowerPoint 
5. Support Letters 

a. Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State College, College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences 

b. University of Virginia, Blandy Experimental Farm, The State 
Arboretum of Virginia 

c. Air Prime 
d. Apple Federal Credit Union 
e. Bank of Clarke County 
f. Buccaneer Computer Systems & Service, Inc. 
g. Chamber of Commerce, Fauquier County 
h. Chamber of Commerce, Front Royal Warren County, Virginia 
i. Competitive Power Ventures, Inc. 
j. Dominion 
k. DuPont  
l. EDA Economic Development Authority Front Royal Warren 

County, Virginia 
m. EPS Executive Protection Systems 
n. Family Dollar 
o. Fauquier Hospital 
p. First Bank  
q. Front Royal Rotary Club 
r. F1 Computer Solutions. Inc. 
s. GayHeart & Willis, P.C. 
t. Interbake Foods 
u. Marlow Automotive Group 
v. Mid Atlantic Networks, Inc. 
w. Shenandoah Valley National Bank 
x. TFB The Fauquier Bank 
y. The Federal Administration, Potomac Consolidated TRACON, US 

Department of  Transportation 
z. The Rotary Club of Frederick County 
aa. The Rotary Club of Warrenton 
bb. The Shockey Companies 
cc. Toray Plastics (America), Inc. 
dd. Valley Farm Credit 
ee. Valley Health 
ff. Vint Hill Economic Development Authority 
gg. Warren Memorial Hospital 
hh. Winchester Business and Professional Women 
ii. Winchester Equipment Company 

 
                      



Mountain Vista Governors School 
Building Community Support 

 
Each school district needs to identify and contact community partners in its district in the 
next few weeks. 
 
Goals: 

1) Begin education of community leaders 
2) Build support for concept of Governor’s School 
3) Solicit letters of support for state application 

 
Steps: 

1) Identify a coordinator for each school district 
2) Develop a list of community partners (For example see Winchester/Frederick 

County contacts list) 
a. Service organizations 
b. Business & industry 
c. Chamber of Commerce 
d. Higher education  

 
3) Coordinate with other districts to avoid duplication as needed 
4) Contact each organization by phone or personally; use individuals who have 

relationships where possible 
5) Offer to send materials including fact sheet 
6) Request a letter of support for the Governor School concept 
7) Request letters be addressed to school district’s Superintendent and, if willing, 

copy to any school board members or Sally Murray as Mountain Vista 
Governor’s School Governing Board Chairperson.  

 
 
October  2005 



  Fact Sheet 
 
October 2005 
 
 
 This fact sheet is to give you a brief overview of an exciting development for Frederick 
County Public Schools, Winchester City Public Schools and other school divisions in our area. 
 The School Boards of the counties of Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, 
Rappahannock, and Warren and the City of Winchester are working together to establish the 
Mountain Vista Governor’s School.  We are among the last areas of the state to provide this 
opportunity for our most academically-gifted students.  A Governing Board has been established 
with one representative from each local school board and the school superintendents as non-
voting members of the Governing Board as well as representation from Lord Fairfax Community 
College. 
 With planning funds provided by the 2005 VA General Assembly, Sylvia Wadsworth, 
former Director of the Commonwealth Governor’s School (Stafford, Spotsylvania, and King 
George counties) has been hired to guide the planning process.  Tentative plans are to provide a 
½ day program on the Middletown and Fauquier campuses of LFCC, beginning with 11th and 
12th grade students in the 2006-2007 school year and expanding to grades 9-12 in succeeding 
years. 
 In addition to the Governing Board, there is a Planning Board chaired by 
Dr. Rebecca Hayes, former Assistant Superintendent of Fauquier County Schools and currently 
on the faculty at Mary Washington University.  Members of this group are responsible for 
designing the instructional program and coordinating administrative responsibilities and 
operations.  A Curriculum Subcommittee will focus on potential course offerings. 
 All of these groups are pursuing an ambitious schedule to meet a December 2005 
deadline for filing an application with the VA Department of Education to establish a Governor’s 
school.  If approved, the proposal will be forwarded to the General Assembly for funding 
consideration in the 2006 session. 
 The state provides supplementary per-pupil funding for Governor’s schools’ students, but 
as with all school funding, it is partial funding.  Additional local funding will be necessary in 
each community.  Your support is needed.  The existence of a Governor’s school is more than an 
educational asset.  It is an attractive addition to the economic profile of our geographic area. 
 The following information has more details about Governor’s schools and was taken 
from the VA Department of Education web site at 
(http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/Govschools/)  
 
Academic-Year Governor’s Schools 
 
 The Virginia Department of Education, in conjunction with localities, sponsors regional 
Academic-Year Governor’s Schools that serve gifted high school students during the academic 
year.  Currently, 17 Academic-Year Governor’s Schools provide students with acceleration and 
exploration in areas ranging from the arts, to government and international studies, to global 
economics and technology, and to mathematics, science, and technology. 
 The Virginia Board of Education must approve proposals for new or expanding 
Governor’s Schools.  The board passed, in 1998, Procedures for Initiating Academic-Year  



Governor’s Schools to direct the actions of regional planning groups.  Each school creates a 
program tailored to the needs of its students.  Academic-Year Governor’s Schools vary in  
format.  While three are full-day programs, fulfilling all requirements students need to graduate, 
most are part-time programs.  Students in these schools spend a portion of their day at the 
Governor’s Schools but rely on their high schools to provide other programming required for 
graduation.  Students use computers, robotics, and other current technology in laboratory 
activities; they conduct in-depth research, work with other student to develop special projects 
and performances, and alongside mentors in business, industry, government, and universities 
gaining experiences that enhance their understanding of the content as well as contemporary 
career options. 
 The Academic-Year Governor’s Schools have developed innovative ways to serve their 
students.  Appomattox Regional Governor’s School for the Arts and Technology, Central 
Virginia Governor’s School, Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School, Roanoke Valley Governor’s 
School, and Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology are housed in their own 
facilities.  Other Academic-Year Governor’s Schools share campuses with high schools, 
community colleges/universities, or professional organizations.  The Governor’s School for the 
Arts in Norfolk shares facilities at the Wells Theatre and with the Virginia Ballet.  Several new 
schools are using interactive television/distance learning to link multiple high school sites.  A. 
Linwood Holton Governor’s School is the commonwealth’s first completely virtual Governor’s 
School.  Daily, students in more that 24 high schools in 13 counties in Southwest Virginia are 
taught through an Internet connection using a variety of software.  Commonwealth Governor’s 
School uses compressed video technology and coordinated large group activities to produce a 
community of learners at multiple sites across three counties. 
 Faculties for the Academic-Year Governor’s Schools are selected based on advanced 
degrees, professional experience, and training and/or experience with gifted high school students.  
Most teachers have the gifted add-on endorsement that represents post-graduate training in gifted 
education, and several are certified through the National Board of Professional Teaching 
Standards.  Each school is responsible for providing staff development to extend its teachers’ 
knowledge and use of innovative teaching strategies, technology, and contemporary subject 
matter. 
 The Academic-Year Governor’s Schools are established as “joint schools” by Virginia 
school law.  As such, they are typically managed by a regional governing board of 
representatives from the school boards of each participating division.  The regional governing 
board is charged with developing policies for the school including the school’s admissions 
process.  While these processes differ from school to school, all applicants are assessed using 
multiple criteria by trained evaluators who have experience in gifted education and the focus area 
of the specific Academic-Year Governor’s School. 
 The Virginia Department of Education oversees and evaluates the Academic-Year 
Governor’s Schools.  Each school is evaluated through the use of evaluation rubrics designed to 
determine the effectiveness in curriculum, professional development, program design, guidance 
and counseling, identification and selection process and facilities.  A full-site evaluation team 
visits each school every six years. 



PLANNING FOR MOUNTAIN 
 

VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 

 
PROJECTED OPENING DATE: 
Fall 2006 

LOCATION: Hosted on two campuses of 
Lord Fairfax Community College, 
Middletown and Fauquier (Warrenton), and 
connected by video-conferencing and two-
way interaction. 

GRADE LEVELS: 11th and 12th grades 
beginning with 2006-07 school year and 
adding 10th and 9th grades in subsequent years 

SCHEDULE: Students would leave from 
their home high school at approximately 
7:00 a.m. and return to their school at 
approximately 11:30 a.m.  Students would 
take afternoon classes at their home high 
school and could participate in after school 
programs and extra-curricular activities. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND 
COLLEGE CREDIT: Students would have 
the opportunity to earn 20 or more college 
credits each year by taking Advanced 
Placement exams and/or by receiving dual 
enrollment credits. 

WHY HAVE AN ACADEMIC- 

YEAR GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL? 

A Governor’s school provides an 
opportunity for students to use their full 
potential in advanced study of science and 
mathematics beyond what can be offered in 
existing high schools. Our geographic 
region is the only area of the 
Commonwealth that does not offer students 
access to an academic-year Governor’s 
school. 

A Governor’s school academic program 
affords students the opportunity to be 
academically competitive with students 
across the state and country when applying 
to colleges and universities. 

A Governor’s school will create a network 
of resources in mathematics, science, 
technology, and research to link the college, 
University and business communities with 
our students through mentorships and 
partnerships. 

A Governor’s School provides the 
opportunity to study in a supportive 
regional community of academically 
talented and highly motivated learners. 

Contact your guidance counselor for more 
information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING THE  
COMMUNTIES OF 

CLARKE 
CULPEPER 
FAUQUIER 

FREDERICK 
RAPPAHANNOCK 

WARREN 
WINCHESTER CITY 

SOARING: 

ABOVE AND BEYOND 



WHO SHOULD BE  
INTERESTED IN  

MOUNTAIN VISTA  
GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL? 

 
STUDENTS entering 11th or 12th grade in 
the fall of 2006 who have the abilities and 
desire to accept a challenging program of 
studies that emphasizes science and 
mathematics 

 

PARENTS who want to provide 
opportunities for students to study with 
professionals, to do original research, and to 
earn college credit 

 

EDUCATORS interested in the creative 
challenge of scholarly investigations in 
science and mathematics, reinforced through  
the use of technology 

 

COMMUNITY LEADERS willing to 
encourage and support an educational 
program that will strengthen and enhance 
the economic development of the region by 
increasing intellectual capital and the 
recruitment of business to the region 

PLANNING STEPS 
AND TIMELINE 

Planning Groups began in 
Spring 2002 

County and City School Boards take 
action by November 21, 2005 

Virginia Department of Education 
(VDOE) reviews application for 
MVGS in December 2005 

Virginia Board of Education 
(VBOE) approves MVGS application 
in January 2006 

VA General Assembly considers 
funding MVGS in the 2006 session 

WHAT IS THE PROPOSED 
MOUNTAIN VISTA 

GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL? 

It is a regional school to engage students in 
scholarly investigations of the integrated 
processes of science and mathematics with 
research and extended learning opportunities 
patterned after the activities of scholars, 
scientists, and other professionals. It is 
structured so that students can maintain a 
connection with their home high school, 
allowing students to have a full high school 
experience. 

COURSES OF STUDY: 

MVGS Physics I:  
Analytical: Mechanics Focus 

MVGS Advanced Biology II:   
Environmental Focus 

MVGS Physics II:  
Electricity and Magnetism Focus 

 

MVGS Calculus I:Applied 

MVGS Calculus II: Engineering  

MVGS Multivariable Calculus 

MVGS Statistics with Discrete Topics  

 

MVGS Humanities I: 
The Power of Thought 

MVGS Humanities II: 
Applying the Power of Thought to World 
Issues 

MVGS Research I:  Fundamentals 

MVGS Research II:  Applications 
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MOUNTAIN VISTA MOUNTAIN VISTA 
ACADEMICACADEMIC--YEAR YEAR 

REGIONAL REGIONAL 
GOVERNORGOVERNOR’’S S 

SCHOOLSCHOOL

PARTICIPATING SCHOOL PARTICIPATING SCHOOL 
DIVISIONSDIVISIONS

• Clarke
• Culpeper
• Fauquier
• Frederick
• Rappahannock

• Warren
• Winchester City
• Lord Fairfax Community 

College
• Shenandoah University

These entities are collaborating to establish Mountain 
Vista academic-year Regional Governor’s School.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF 
PROGRAMPROGRAM

• Site Location: Two sites—collaboration with Lord Fairfax 
Community College (Middletown and Fauquier campuses)

• Population Served:  Identified gifted students in grades 
9-12 

• Grade Levels:  9 – 12 (begin with 11th and 12th grades 
and phase in 10th then 9th in succeeding years)

• General Curriculum Design:  Science, Mathematics, 
and Technology with a humanities curriculum included

• Duration:  4.5 hour instructional day: 7:30 to 11:00 AM 
on-site with web-communication used for additional hour 

• Projected Opening Date:  Fall 2006
• Partnerships:

– Business
– Industry
– Institutions of higher learning

MISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Mountain Vista Governor’s 
School is to present a research-based, 
technology-enhanced, integrated program 
in mathematics, science, and the 
humanities. The program will challenge 
students to reach their full potential as  
independent thinkers capable of assuming 
leadership roles in a constantly changing 
global society.

RATIONALERATIONALE

• The enhancement of regional accelerated services 
for gifted students beyond what can be offered in 
existing high schools.

• Academically gifted high school students need 
opportunities to study in a supportive, collaborative 
community of academic peers. 

• The Governor’s school academic program will afford 
students the opportunity to be academically 
competitive with students across the state and 
country when applying to colleges and universities.

• The MVGS proposal is congruent with the 
Governor’s Senior Year Plus Initiative (Early 
Scholars Program).

• A network of resources will link the college, 
university, and business communities in 
mathematics, science, and technology with the 
MVGS students.

• MVGS will enhance economic development of the 
region by increasing intellectual capital and the 
recruitment of business to the region. 

• Our area of the Commonwealth is the only one of 
two geographic regions that does not currently 
benefit from state funding for student access to an 
academic-year regional Governor’s school.

RATIONALE
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• Engages students in scholarly investigations to become 
fluent in the integrated processes of mathematics and 
science, reinforced by a deep understanding of the 
humanities

• Cultivates a collaborative, supportive regional community 
of academically talented and highly motivated learner

• Provides technology-enhanced instruction on-site, as 
well as through videoconferencing, web-
communications, and on-line courses (if needed to meet 
a student’s special need).  

HOW WILL MOUNTAIN VISTA 
GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL BE 

DIFFERENT FROM THE REGULAR 
HIGH SCHOOL?

• Provides an opportunity to earn 20 college credits 
through a dual enrollment program on a college campus; 
versus a dual enrollment course at the home-based high 
school; also provides students the option to elect to take 
appropriate Advanced Placement Examination

• Engages students in research and extended learning 
through a discovery approach patterned after activities of 
scholars and professionals

• Develops producers of knowledge as well as consumers 
of knowledge

• Prepares self-reliant, critical thinkers who excel at 
advanced levels

• Creates unique opportunities for service and leadership 
in both school and community

HOW WILL MOUNTAIN VISTA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL 
BE DIFFERENT FROM THE REGULAR HIGH SCHOOL?

Course OfferingsCourse Offerings
Junior Year  (Year 1 of Dual Enrollment  Program)

• MVGS Calculus I: Applied –or— MVGS 
Calculus II: Engineering 

• MVGS Physics I: Analytical, Mechanics 
Focus

• MVGS English/Humanities: The Power of 
Thought  

• MVGS Research I: Fundamentals

Course OfferingsCourse Offerings

Senior Year (Year 2 of Dual Enrollment  Program)

• MVGS Multivariable Calculus –or— MVGS 
Statistics with Discrete Topics

• MVGS Advanced Biology II with 
Environmental Focus –or—MVGS Physics 
II: Electricity and Magnetism Focus

• MVGS Government/Humanities: Applying 
the Power of Persuasion to World Issues

• MVGS Research II: Application

PROCESS TO DATEPROCESS TO DATE

• Spring 2002: Conversation initiated among area 
superintendents about the feasibility of a 
regional Governor’s school (RGS)

• November 2003: Formation of multi-division 
exploratory committee to study the feasibility of a 
RGS

• March 2004: Survey of parents, students, and 
teachers in interested school divisions regarding 
possible curriculum, program hours, and site for 
RGS

PROCESS TO DATEPROCESS TO DATE

• Fall 2004: Request of General Assembly for 
Planning Grant for RGS

• January 2005: Planning Grant awarded by 
General Assembly in the amount of $100,000

• May 2005: Establishment of Governing Board, 
Planning Board, and Curriculum Subcommittee

• July 2005-June 2006: Planning year for regional 
Governor’s school under the direction of Interim 
Planning Director 
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NEXT STEPS FOR FORMULATING NEXT STEPS FOR FORMULATING 
THE REGIONAL GOVERNORTHE REGIONAL GOVERNOR’’S S 

SCHOOLSCHOOL

• Commitment and Statement of Assurance from at 
least three school divisions 

• File an application by December 2005 with the VA 
Department of Education to establish Mountain Vista 
Governor’s School and present at VA Board of 
Education meeting in January 2006

• If approved, the proposal will be forwarded to the 
General Assembly for funding consideration in the 
2006 session

MOUNTAIN VISTA ACADEMICMOUNTAIN VISTA ACADEMIC--
YEAR REGIONAL YEAR REGIONAL 

GOVERNORGOVERNOR’’S SCHOOLS SCHOOL

Opportunity to Opportunity to ““SoarSoar”” Above Above 
and Beyondand Beyond













































































L.  Student Application Process 
 

1. Student Recruitment/Selection 
2. Student Application Packet  



 
 
 
 
 

Serving the Counties of Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick,  
Rappahannock, Warren, and the City of Winchester 

 
 

STUDENT RECRUITMENT/SELECTION 
 

Recruitment 
 

 Mountain Vista Governor’s School and the home school divisions will jointly 
handle the recruiting process. Recruitment meetings will be held in each school division 
with the support of the MVGS Director and faculty.   An open house will be held at the 
MVGS sites to allow parents and students to visit the facilities and meet the faculty. The 
home schools will internally publicize the calendar for the admission process. 
 

Criteria for Eligibility to Attend the Mountain Vista Governor’s School 
 

 Acceptance for enrollment in Mountain Vista Governor’s School is based on the 
following criteria and procedures: 
 

1. The student is enrolled in a public high school in one of the participating school 
divisions. 

2. The student will have satisfactorily completed all the math and science 
prerequisites prior to the fall semester. 

 
                   SCIENCE:  Earth Science, Biology, Chemistry [Note: For Pioneering 

juniors, Chemistry may be taken at the home-based school during the first 
semester at MVGS.] 

 
                     MATHEMATICS:  Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Math Analysis or  
                       Pre-Calculus [Note: For pioneering juniors, MVGS Calculus I: Applied will 

include Math Analysis topics for students who have not yet completed that 
course.] 

                       
3. The Membership Committee of the Planning Board, composed of representatives 

from each of the participating school divisions, will establish the selection 
process. 

4. The Placement Committee at the local division will identify and rank the 
applicants to be invited to attend the Governor’s School. 

5. Admission to MVGS is through an application process wherein all applicants are 
made aware of the curriculum offered and the rigors of the program. Students who 
enroll in the program will be expected to participate in a Science and Mathematics 



course each semester as well as the Humanities and Research courses offered at 
their grade level.  Students are not permitted to opt out of certain courses in order 
to take a partial course load, since they are holding a slot that could be filled by 
another student who wishes to take a full program. Exceptions to accommodate 
variations in the programs offered at the home-based high school or to meet a 
unique need of the student will be made only upon the recommendation of the 
Membership Committee of the Planning Board and the approval of the MVGS 
Governing Board.  Such exceptions will not be made to allow students a less 
demanding curriculum than the one described in Governor’s School Policies, 
literature, and correspondence. 

6. Parents/Legal Guardians who are dissatisfied with the decision of the Placement 
Committee may initiate an appeal by a request to the principal of the home high 
school.  The appeal guidelines as outlined in the school division’s Plan for the 
Gifted will be administered.  

 
Application Process Steps 

 
1. Pre-Application:  Each school division will give an orientation for tenth and/or 

eleventh grade students as an introduction to the MVGS program.  Students will 
be encouraged to “shadow” currently enrolled students as part of the pre-
application process. 

2. The MVGS Application Packet will be available at each home-based school 
through the guidance department and/or gifted resource teacher.   On-line access 
to the Application will be made available through each school division’s website. 
[Note: The application will also be available on the MVGS website when it is 
constructed.]  The date for submission of the application to the Guidance 
Counselor or Gifted Resources Teacher TBA.  

3. Individual Student Profile will be completed. Date(s) for Ability Testing TBA. 
4. Students will sit for the Timed-Write with the time/location to be announced by 

the Guidance Counselor or Gifted Resource Teacher.   
5. Selection screening will be conducted by a Selection Committee within the 

participating school division.  Students will be ranked for final selection by the 
school division based upon the school division slot allocation and the number of 
available slots at the given MVGS site. 

6. Final decision letters will be sent to individual students and their parents by the 
school division.   

7. Appeals will be made through the school division with the appeals process to be 
handled at the local level.  The administration of the process will follow the 
procedures used in the school division’s approved Plan for the Gifted. 



APPLICATION PACKET 
2006-2007 ADMISSIONS 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

2006-2007 APPLICATION PACKET 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 

 Mountain Vista Governor’s School Look-at-a-Glance for 
Applicants and Parents 

 
 Student Application Checklist 

 
 Student Application 

 
 Extra-Curricular Activities 

 
 Essay 

 
 Three Recommendation Forms (to be given to teachers) 

 
 Student Profile (to be given to applicant’s guidance counselor) 

 
 Permission for Enrollment Form 

 
 Intent to Enroll Form (for private school/out of division students 

only) 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This checklist is provided to assist you in completing your application to Mountain Vista Governor’s 
School.  You are responsible for ensuring that all of your application materials are completed and 
submitted to your guidance counselor NO LATER THAN ___________________.  No application 
will be reviewed for admission to The Mountain Vista Governor’s School until all materials have been 
submitted by the aforementioned deadline.   
 

 Read and follow all directions. 
 Complete the application fully, clearly, and legibly. 
 Make sure all student information is provided on the Student Application:  

 three high school teachers’ names  
 date and signature of applicant 
 date and signature of parent/guardian 

 Make sure activities/programs, leadership experiences, and honors/recognitions are 
completed and readily understandable to the selection committee.  Add details!  

 As soon as possible, provide your guidance counselor with the Student Profile. 
 Provide the teacher recommendation forms in a timely manner to: 

 this year’s or last year’s Mathematics teacher 
 this year’s or last year’s Science teacher 
 this year’s or last year’s English or Social Studies teacher 

 Type your essay, taking the necessary time to organize, compose, revise, and edit. 
 Check with your guidance counselor to make sure that your recommendations have been 

returned prior to __________________. 
 The time/place for your timed write is _______________________________________. 
 Respectfully remind your guidance counselor to attach the completed Student Profile to the 

other documents in your application packet before submitting them to the selection 
committee.  

 RELAX. 
 
ADDITIONAL ITEMS REQUIRED FOR PRIVATE SCHOOL/OUT OF COUNTY STUDENTS 
 

 Your parent must request that your official school transcript be mailed to:  
Name 

Gifted and Talented Coordinator  
Each Division 

Street 
Town, State, Zip Code 

The transcript must include: 
 Courses taken and grades in all subjects beginning with the  7th grade onward, including 

grades from fall semester 2005 
 Most recent available standardized test results (ability and achievement)  

If ability/achievement test results are unavailable, contact your county’s Gifted and 
Talented Coordinator who will arrange testing for you. 

 
 Your parent must complete the Certification of Intent to Enroll form and attach it to your 

application. 

Student 

Application  

Checklist 



 
 
 

2006 Student Application  
 

The mission of Mountain Vista Governor’s School is to present a research-based, technology-enhanced, integrated 
program in mathematics, science, and the humanities.  The program will challenge students to reach their full 
potential as independent thinkers capable of assuming leadership roles in a constantly changing global society. 

 
PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION LEGIBLY IN INK OR TYPE OR APPLY 

ELECTRONICALLY VIA YOUR HIGH SCHOOL’S WEBSITE.   
 
Student’s Home-Base High School for 2006-2007___________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Applicant __________________________________________________________________________ 

Last    First  Middle  Nickname (if any) 
 

___Male ___Female Date of Birth ___/___/___        School I.D. Number _________________________ 
 
Name of Parent(s)/Guardian(s)__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Street    City   State      Zip Code 
 

Home Phone Number (___) _____________        Work Numbers (____) _____________ (____) _____________ 
 
Current School_______________________ School Division ________________________ Grade Level _______ 
If not in a participating school division: 

 Private                    Out-of-County School                  Home School                   Department of Defense School  
   

Certification of Intent to Enroll Form must accompany the application of any student not currently 
enrolled in a participating school division. 

 
Names of the three high school teachers who will complete a recommendation: 
 
Math Teacher            Science Teacher                  English or Social Studies 
Teacher 

 
1._______________________ 2._______________________ 3._______________________ 
  
 
The decision to apply to Mountain Vista Governor’s School is my own, and I want to participate fully in the 
program. The responses contained on all application documents are my own work. 
 
_____________________________  __________________________________________________ 

Date           Signature of Applicant 
 
I, the parent/guardian of the student above, am aware of and in support of the student’s application to Mountain 
Vista Governor’s School and give permission for the student’s academic records to be reviewed and for appropriate 
standardized assessments to be administered by the school’s selection committee. 
 
_____________________________  ___________________________________________________ 

Date       Signature of Parent/Guardian 
 
_____________________________  ___________________________________________________ 

Date       Signature of High School Principal 
 

Mountain Vista Governor’s School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, political affiliation, 
or sex in its educational programs or employment.



       
STUDENT NAME __________________________________ 

 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 
DIRECTIONS: List three of the most significant activities/programs, leadership experiences, 
and honors/recognition you have received in the last three years. 
 
ACTIVITIES/PROGRAMS (i.e., sports, clubs, community involvement, religious organizations) 

 
Activity and Organization Time Involved Year 

1. 
 
 

  

2. 
 
 

  

3. 
 
 

  

 
 
LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES (i.e., officer in the Key Club or the student government) 
 

Leadership Experience Position Held Time Involved Year 
1. 
 
 

   

2. 
 
 

   

3. 
 
 

   

 
 
HONORS/RECOGNITIONS ( i.e., science fair, school awards) 
 

Honor/Recognition Level of Competition Year 
1. 
 
 

  

2. 
 
 

  

3. 
 
 

  

 



STUDENT NAME _______________________________________ 
 

 
 

STUDENT POSITION STATEMENT 
 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
  
The most important element of this essay is the content.  However, grammar and 
composition skills will also be assessed.  Students should respond to the essay 
topic indicated below with a 300 – 500 word essay (approximately 1 ½ - 2 double-
spaced pages).  Please type the essay on separate paper and attach it to the 
application. 
 
 
 
ESSAY TOPIC: 
 
You have been chosen to receive a monetary grant that will provide living 
expenses and necessary fees for a year of study. You may spend this year of study 
as you choose.  You may choose to study within the formal setting of a college or 
university or to participate in a mentorship or internship program.   
 
Please include an explanation of the focus of your year of study, a plan of study, 
how this year of study will match your intellectual goals, the long-term benefits 
you hope to gain from your year of study, and the contribution you hope to make to 
others as a result of your year of study. 



 
 

Science Teacher Recommendation Form for Student Application 
 
 

 

This box is to be completed by the applicant before the form is presented to the teacher. 
 
Student Name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
    Last         First                                                               M.I.         
___________________________________________             ________________________________________ 
              Applicant Signature                           Date                          Parent or Guardian Signature               Date 
 
Teacher Directions: 

 Check one box for each criterion, using the following rating scale: 
BA - Below Average          A - Average          E - Excellent (top 10%)          O - Outstanding (top 5%) 

 Mark one (and only one) box for every criterion.  DO NOT mark between two categories.   
NOTE:  Not following this instruction hurts students in the application process. 

 Sign, date, and seal recommendation in envelope and return to gifted teacher/coordinator. 
 
Name (Print):   ____________________________________________________________  Date:  ___________ 
 
Signature:  ____________________________________School: ______________________________________ 
 
Subject(s)/Grade Level(s)/Date(s) you taught applicant:  __________________________________________ 
 

Criteria BA A E O 
1. Motivation and Initiative 
 Curious, self-starter, shows initiative     
2. Communication with Peers 
 Demonstrates sensitivity, respect for others and opposing viewpoints, shares ideas, 
              accepts criticism 

    

3. Dependability 
 Consistent, disciplined, supports others, work safely     
4. Perseverance 
 Demonstrates sustained commitment to problem solving     
5. Class Participation 
 Participates fully in laboratory work and  discussions     
6. Class Preparation 
 Completes class assignments     
7. Academic Interest 
 An innovative thinker, intense interest in understanding nature     
8. Academic Ability 
 High aptitude and potential for success     
9. Quality of Work 
 Complete, reflective of deep understanding, accurate, creative planner     
10.  Logical Thinking and Questioning     
11.  Independence  
  Demonstrates the ability to solve challenging problems or complete difficult tasks  
               with minimal assistance from adults 

    

12. Ability to synthesize and apply knowledge     
(For selection committee use only)     

 
Please add any other comments about this student that will help the selection committee make a decision.   
You may use the back of this form or attach a separate sheet to provide additional information. 
 
 



 
 

Mathematics Teacher Recommendation Form for Student Application 
 
 

 

This box is to be completed by the applicant before the form is presented to the teacher. 
 
Student Name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
    Last         First                                                               M.I.         
___________________________________________             ________________________________________ 
              Applicant Signature                           Date                          Parent or Guardian Signature               Date 
 
Teacher Directions: 

 Check one box for each criterion, using the following rating scale: 
BA - Below Average          A - Average          E - Excellent (top 10%)          O - Outstanding (top 5%) 

 Mark one (and only one) box for every criterion.  DO NOT mark between two categories.   
NOTE:  Not following this instruction hurts students in the application process. 

 Sign, date, and seal the recommendation in an envelope and return it to your gifted teacher/coordinator. 
 
Name (Print):   ____________________________________________________________ Date:  ___________ 
 
Signature:  ____________________________________School: ______________________________________ 
 
Subject(s)/Grade Level(s)/Date(s) you taught applicant:  __________________________________________ 
 

Criteria  BA E O 
1. Motivation and Initiative 
               Curious, self-starter, shows initiative     
2. Problem Solving 
               Exhibits persistence in solving routine and non-routine problems, synthesizes 
               and applies knowledge 

    

3. Communication 
     Justifies and defends mathematical arguments orally and in 
               writing, shares strategies with others 

    

4. Class Participation 
  Participates fully in discussions and other activities     
5. Class Preparation 
  Always does assigned readings and homework     
6. Interest in Mathematics 
     Demonstrates an intense interest in and appreciation for the beauty of 
               mathematics, makes connections between math topics and between math and other 
               subjects, applies mathematical knowledge to real world problems 

    

7. Academic Ability 
 High aptitude in mathematics and potential for success     
8. Quality of Work 
            Complete, reflective of deep understanding, accurate, and creative in terms of               
               strategies and thinking 

    

9.  Logical Thinking and Questioning 
              Extends questioning to include next investigation     
10.  Independence  
  Demonstrates the ability to solve challenging problems or complete difficult tasks  
               with minimal assistance from adults 

    

11. Team Work 
     Dependable, disciplined, supportive of others, committed to tasks and groups, 
               respectful of others and opposing viewpoints, willing to accept criticism 

    

(For selection committee use only)     
 
Please add any other comments about this student that will help the selection committee make a decision.   
You may use the back of this form or attach a separate sheet to provide additional information.  



 
 

English or Social Studies Teacher Recommendation Form for Student Application 
 
 

 

This box is to be completed by the applicant before the form is presented to the teacher. 
 
Student Name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
    Last         First                                                               M.I.         
___________________________________________             ________________________________________ 
              Applicant Signature                           Date                          Parent or Guardian Signature               Date 
 
Teacher Directions: 

 Check one box for each criterion, using the following rating scale: 
BA - Below Average          A - Average          E - Excellent (top 10%)          O - Outstanding (top 5%) 

 Mark one (and only one) box for every criterion.  DO NOT mark between two categories.   
NOTE:  Not following this instruction hurts students in the application process. 

 Sign, date, and seal the recommendation in an envelope and return it to your gifted teacher/coordinator. 
 
Name (Print):   ____________________________________________________________  Date:  ___________ 
 
Signature:  ____________________________________School: ______________________________________ 
 
Subject(s)/Grade Level(s)/Date(s) you taught applicant:  __________________________________________ 
 

Criteria BA A E O 
1. Motivation and Initiative 
 Curious, self-starter, shows initiative     
2. Communication with Peers 
 Demonstrates sensitivity, respect for others and opposing viewpoints, shares ideas, 
              accepts criticism 

    

3. Dependability 
 Consistent, disciplined, supports others     
4. Perseverance 
 Demonstrates sustained commitment to tasks, groups, and/or clubs     
5. Class Participation 
 Participates fully in discussions and other activities     
6. Class Preparation 
 Always does assigned readings and homework     
7. Academic Interest 
 Intense interest in and appreciation for learning new things     
8. Academic Ability 
 High aptitude and potential for success     
9. Quality of Work 
 Complete, reflective of deep understanding, accurate, creative     
10.  Logical Thinking and Questioning     
11.  Independence  
  Demonstrates the ability to solve challenging problems or complete difficult tasks  
               with minimal assistance from adults 

    

12. Ability to synthesize and apply knowledge     
(For selection committee use only)     

 
Please add any other comments about this student that will help the selection committee make a decision.   
You may use the back of this form or attach a separate sheet to provide additional information. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

2006 Application Essay Rubric 
    
 

    Student ID #________________ 
 

 
CRITERIA 

 

 
POSSIBLE 

 
READER A 

 
READER B 

 
COMPOSITE 

SCORE (A + B) 
 
Content 
Does the essay respond 
to all elements of the 
prompt? 

 
4 

   

 
Creativity 
Does the writer use a 
creative, unusual 
approach?  Are 
sincerity and 
enthusiasm evident? 

 
4 

   

 
Organization 
Is the essay logically 
organized?  Does it 
make sense?  Is the 
writing clear and 
concise? 

 
3 

   

 
Mechanics 
Is the essay written 
with minimal spelling 
and/or grammatical 
errors?  Is the length  
appropriate? 

 
2 

   

 
TOTAL 
 

 
13 

   

 
For the purpose of consistency, the same two readers will evaluate all essays.  If the scores of a 
particular applicant vary by more than two points, a third reader will evaluate the essay, and the two 
highest scores will be recorded.  Only the student identification numbers will appear on the essays. 



 
 
 
 
 

Serving the Counties of Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick,  
Rappahannock, Warren, and the City of Winchester 

 
 

TIMED WRITE RUBRIC 

                             Student Identification Number ______________________ 

 

CRITERIA POSSIBLE READER A READER B COMPOSITE 
SCORE (A + B) 

Organization of Response  

(All Parts Answered?) 

4       

Sophistication of 
Response: 

▪ Use of Evidence and 
Examples 

▪ Thorough development 
or discussion of 
evidence 

4       

Usage/mechanics 3       
Clear, concise written 
expression 

3       

TOTAL 14       
 
 
 
 
All timed writings will be evaluated by two readers.  In the event that an applicant's 
scores vary by more than two points, a third reader will evaluate the essay. The two 
highest scores will be recorded. Only the student identification numbers will appear on 
the essays. 
 



     
                    

            STUDENT NAME ________________________________ 
 

 
STUDENT PROFILE 

 
To be completed by your COUNSELOR 

 
TESTING DATA (from the most recent standardized tests) 
 
SOL SCORES ACHIEVEMENT TEST(S) ABILITY OR OTHER 
        (i.e., PSAT, SAT, Cog AT, I.Q.) 
 
_______ Algebra I _________________ Name _______ Date Administered 
 
_______ Geometry _______ Date Administered _______ Grade Level 
 
_______ Algebra II _______ Grade Level _______ Total Quantitative Percentile 
 
_______ Biology _______ Total Math Percentile _______ Total Verbal Percentile 
 
_______Chemistry _______ Total Science Percentile _______ Composite 
 
_______ English (Writing) _______ Total Reading Percentile  
 
_______ English (Reading) _______ Total Language Percentiles  
 
_______ World History I 
 
_______ World History II 
 
GPA DATA     ***** Attach a transcript to the application. ***** 
 
_______ GPA (if available) 
 
CLASS DATA 
 
Algebra II Math Analysis/Pre-Calculus Biology Chemistry 
 
_______ Enrolled _______ Enrolled _______ Enrolled _______ Enrolled 
 
_______ Completed _______ Completed _______ Completed _______ Completed 
 
_______ Grade Earned _______ Grade Earned _______ Grade Earned _______ Grade Earned 
 
SPECIAL DATA   ATTENDANCE (within the past two years) 
 
_______ IEP   _______ Tardies 
 
_______ 504 Plan   _______ Absences 
 
_______ Gifted Identification 
 
_______________________________________________                          ____________________________________________ 
Counselor Name                          Counselor Signature 



 
APPLICATION REVIEW SUMMARY 

 
 
Candidate’s Full Name _________________________________ Grade (2006-2007) _____________ 

Home-based High School _______________________________ Division ______________________ 
  
 
 

 
Exceptional 

 
Acceptable 

 
Inadequate 

 
NA 

Transcript of Course Grades 
 
Rigor of Program of Studies 
 
Prerequisites Met 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 
GPA (if available) 

    

 
Class Rank (if available) 

    

 
Test Data 

    

 
Attendance 

    

 
Discipline Record 

    

 
Activities/Organizations 

    

 
Leadership 

    

 
Honors/Recognition 

    

Recommendations: 
1. Mathematics 

 
2. Science 

 
3. English or Social Studies 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 
Essays 

    

 
Strongly Recommended ________  Recommended ________  Not Recommended _________ 
 
Committee Comments:  
 
 
 
 
Principal Review of Committee’s Recommendation: ____________________________________ 
                            Principal’s Signature 



                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CERTIFICATION OF INTENT TO ENROLL  

Participating School Divisions: Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, 
Rappahannock, Warren Counties and the City of Winchester  

 
 
Current School: 
 

 Out-of-County ________________________ ___________________ __________ 
             (School)    (County)                           (State) 

 
 Private ______________________________ ___________________ __________ 

             (School)    (County)                           (State) 
 

 Home School 
 

 
 
 
I hereby certify that I will enroll my son/daughter as a full time student in the 
appropriate public school in ___________________ School Division if my child is 
accepted into the Mountain Vista Governor's School program. 
 
 
 
______________________________________  __________________________________ 
        Student Name (print)         Date 
 
 
_______________________________________ __________________________________ 
    Parent Name (print)            Parent Signature 
 
 
 



                                            ______________ COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Street 

   Address 
Phone 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERMISSION FOR ENROLLMENT 
 
 
 
 
Student’s Full Name _______________________________________________________________ 
 
HomeBase High School ____________________________________________________________ 
 

 I accept enrollment in the Mountain Vista Governor’s School for course work in English, 
mathematics, science, social studies. I understand that transportation will be provided as necessary 
between my home base high school and my Governor’s School site. I understand that the governor’s 
school has set rigorous expectations and that continuation in the program depends on my 
maintaining both appropriate academic progress and good citizenship. 
 

 I DO NOT accept enrollment in the Mountain Vista Governor’s School.  I am honored to have 
been selected, but wish to withdraw as a candidate. 
 
______________________________  ____________________________________ 

(Student Signature)      (Parent Signature) 
 
________________________________                  ____________________________________ 

(Date)        (Date) 
 
 
 

(Return by _____________________, to your guidance counselor)  
  



M.  Operating Budget 
         

1. Mountain Vista Regional Governor’s School 
Proposed Budget 



Mountain Vista Regional Governor's School
Projected State Funding

School Size = 124
State Per Pupil Contribution = $3,543

3.0 Hour 4.0 Hour
State Full-Day 3.0 Hour Projected 4.0 Hour Projected

Participating Composite Enrollment Allocated Program State Program State
Counties Index Percentage Slots Slots Funding Slots Funding

Frederick 0.6206 28.2% 30 15 32,981.79$         25 54,969.65$      
Winchester 0.4527 8.7% 13 7 11,227.41$         11 17,643.08$      
Clarke 0.4454 5.1% 8 4 6,312.21$           7 11,046.37$      
Warren 0.6296 12.62% 15 8 17,845.38$         12 26,768.07$      
Rappahannock 0.3095 2.57% 4 2 2,193.12$           3 3,289.68$        
Culpeper 0.6081 15.42% 24 12 25,853.98$         20 43,089.97$      
Fauquier 0.3807 27.38% 30 15 20,232.30$         25 33,720.50$      

Sub Total 100% 124 62 116,646.19$       103 190,527.31$    
Technology Funding 26,000.00$         26,000.00$      

Total 142,646.19$       216,527.31$    
Notes:  
There will be no funding in the FY07 Governor's Budget for this Governor's School.  If the 
planning phase is complete by January 06 and the school is approved by the DOE, a 
Senator or House member could incorporate the above funding in their version of the budget.

Funding based on September 30 enrollment.
3.0 Hour Program 4.0 Hour Program

Student Number of Cost of Number of Cost of 
Program Teacher Teachers 6 FT & 6 PT Teachers 6 FT & 6 PT
Students Ratio Needed Teachers Needed Teachers

134 12 607,202.46$       12 607,202.46$       

Program Director 100,000.00$       100,000.00$       
Clerical 38,000.00$         38,000.00$         
Guidance Counselor (Full Time) -$                    -$                    
Office Operations (Telephone, Copier, Postage, etc.) 15,000.00$         15,000.00$         
Facility Rent 15,000.00$         15,000.00$         
Field Trips 10,000.00$         10,000.00$         
Materials/Supplies $75 per student 11,250.00$         11,250.00$         
Staff Development 15,000.00$         15,000.00$         
Substitutes 5,000.00$           5,000.00$           
Technology Hardware/Software ($2,000 per teacher) 28,000.00$         28,000.00$         
Contingency 50,000.00$         50,000.00$         

Total 894,452.46$       894,452.46$       
State Funding (142,646.19)$      (216,527.31)$      
Difference 751,806.27$       677,925.15$       

3.0 Hour Program 4.0 Hour Program
Slot Cost Slot Cost

Per Slot Formula $751,806.27/ 124 Slots = 6,062.95$    $677,925.15/ 124 Slots = 5,467.14$        

Frederick 30 181,888.50$      30 164,014.20$       
Winchester 13 78,818.35$        13 71,072.82$         
Clarke 8 48,503.60$        8 43,737.12$         
Warren 15 90,944.25$        15 82,007.10$         
Rappahannock 4 24,251.80$        4 21,868.56$         
Culpeper 24 145,510.80$      24 131,211.36$       
Fauquier 30 181,888.50$      30 164,014.20$       

124 751,805.80$      124 677,925.36$       



N.   Division Resolutions of Support  
 

1. Clarke County Public Schools 
2. Culpeper County Public Schools 
3. Fauquier County Public Schools 
4. Frederick County Public Schools 
5. Rappahannock County Public Schools 
6. Warren County Public Schools 
7. Winchester City Public Schools 

 





























O. Division Gifted Advisory Committee Support 
Documentation  
 
1. Culpeper County Public Schools 
2. Fauquier County Public Schools 
3. Frederick County Public Schools 
4. Rappahannock County Public Schools 
5. Warren County Public Schools 
6. Winchester City Public Schools         

























P. Legislative Support 
 

1. Senator John H. Chichester, President Pro Tempore 
2. Senator R. Edward Houck 
3. Senator H. Russell Potts, Jr. 
4. Delegate Clifford L. Athey, Jr. 
5. Delegate Mark L. Cole 
6. Delegate L. Scott Lingamfelter 
7. Delegate Edward T. Scott 
8. Delegate Beverly J. Sherwood  





















Topic:  First Review of Timeline for the Review and Approval of Revised Foreign Language Standards of 
Learning  

 
Presenter:  Dr. Linda Wallinger, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 
 
Telephone Number: ____804-225-2034____ E-Mail Address: Linda.Wallinger@doe.virginia.gov 
 

Origin: 

____ Topic presented for information only (no board action required)  

_X__ Board review required by 
_X__ State or federal law or regulation 
____ Board of Education regulation 
         Other:                    

   X     Action requested at this meeting    ____ Action requested at future meeting:  __________ (date) 

Previous Review/Action: 

_X__ No previous board review/action 

____ Previous review/action 
date        
action              

 
Background Information:  
The Board of Education adopted a schedule for review and revisions to the Standards of Learning at its 
September 28, 2000, meeting.  Accordingly, the foreign language standards are scheduled for revision in 
2007. 
 

 
Summary of Major Elements 
Using an established review process and criteria, the Department of Education plans a review of the current 
Foreign Language Standards of Learning.  A proposed timeline is attached. 
 

 

Board of Education Agenda Item 
 
Item:                                E.               Date:       January 11, 2006       
 

Code of Virginia § 22.1-253.13:1-2  By October 1, 2000, the Board of Education shall establish a 
regular schedule, in a manner it deems appropriate, for the review, and revision as may be 
necessary, of the Standards of Learning in all subject areas.  Such review of each subject area shall 
occur at least once every seven years.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the 
board from conducting such review and revision on a more frequent basis. 



Superintendent's Recommendation: 
The Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education waive first  
review and grant approval for the Department of Education to proceed with the revision process for the 
Foreign Language Standards of Learning. 
 
Impact on Resources: 
The Department of Education administers the state standards review process.  The agency’s existing 
resources can absorb this responsibility at this time. 
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action:  
Upon approval, the Department of Education will provide information to all interested parties according to 
the attached timeline. 



Attachment 
 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE FOR THE REVIEW OF  
THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE STANDARDS OF LEARNING 

 
February 2006  A Superintendent’s Memorandum is distributed that:  

• announces the schedule of the review process;  
• announces the availability of a Standards of Learning review/comment page 

on the Department of Education Web site;  
• requests that division superintendents share information about the Web site 

with instructional staff;  and  
• requests that division superintendents submit nominations for review team 

members. 
 
 The Department of Education posts on its Web site a Standards of Learning 

review/comment page for the 2000 Foreign Language Standards of Learning.  
The page will be active for 30 days. 

 
April 2006  The Department of Education aggregates and conducts a preliminary analysis of 

the comments entered on the Web page. 
 
July-August 2006 The Standards of Learning review team meets for two days to:   

• analyze statewide Web page input;  
• review national documents and reports as necessary;  and  
• make recommendations for potential changes. 

  
August 2006  The Department of Education prepares the review team’s comments in a draft. 
 
September 2006 The Department of Education and the steering committee (a subgroup of the 

review team) meet to discuss and review the draft Foreign Language Standards of 
Learning for first review by the Board of Education.   

 
October 2006  The Department of Education presents the draft document to the board for first 

review.  
 
November 2006  The proposed Standards of Learning document is distributed for public comment. 

The document is placed on the Virginia Department of Education Web site for 
review.   

 
January 2007  Public hearings are held as prescribed by the Board of Education. 
 
February 2007  The Superintendent of Public Instruction presents the proposed Foreign Language 

Standards of Learning to the Board of Education for final review and adoption.  
The final document is posted on the Department of Education Web site within 
three weeks of adoption. 

 
April 2007  Printed copies of the approved Foreign Language Standards of Learning are 

distributed to 6-12 schools and local school division central offices. 
 



Topic:   First Review of the Annual Report for State-Funded Remedial Programs                                              
                        

Presenter:  Mrs. Kathleen M. Smith, Director of the Office of School Improvement 
                                                                                                          
Telephone Number: 804-225-2865 E-Mail Address: Kathleen.Smith@doe.virginia.gov 
 
Origin: 

____ Topic presented for information only (no board action required)  

   X   Board review required by 
  X   State or federal law or regulation 
____ Board of Education regulation 
         Other:                    

  _X    Action requested at this meeting           Action requested at future meeting:  ___________ 

Previous Review/Action: 

_X__ No previous board review/action 

      Previous review/action 
Date________________ Action:                                                                

     
 

Background Information:  
 
§22.1-199.2.B. of the Code of Virginia (Code) requires the Board of Education to collect, compile and analyze 
data required to be reported by local school divisions to accomplish a statewide review and evaluation of 
remediation programs.  The Code further requires that the Board annually report its analysis of the data 
submitted and a statewide assessment of remediation programs, with any recommendations, to the Governor 
and the General Assembly, beginning on December 1, 2000. 
In April 2005, the Board of Education approved remedial plans for local school divisions.  These plans were 
submitted to the Governor and members of the General Assembly in August 2005. 
 
Summary of Major Elements 
 
Data for the summer 2004 remedial summer programs were collected after the results of the 2005 Standards of 
Learning (SOL) assessments were released.  A summary of the remedial plans for all school divisions for 
summer remedial programs held in 2004 is included in the report as Appendix A.  Appendix B contains the 
regulations specifying standards for state-funded remedial programs. 
  
The attached report also contains a summary of funding amounts provided to each local school division  
(Appendix C) for Standards of Learning Remediation and Standards of Learning Remedial Summer School.   
 

 

Board of Education Agenda Item 
 
Item:                 F.             Date:       January 11, 2006 
 



 
 
Superintendent's Recommendation: 
 
The Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education waive first review and 
submit the attached report to the Governor and General Assembly as required by §22.1-199.2.B. of the Code. 
 
Impact on Resources:   
 
N/A 
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action:  
 
N/A 
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VIRGINIA BOARD  OF EDUCATION 

 
 

Introduction 
 
Analysis and Assessment of State-Funded Remedial Programs 
 
§22.1-199.2.B. of the Code of Virginia (Code) requires the Board of Education 
(Board) to collect, compile, and analyze data required to be reported by local 
school divisions to accomplish a statewide review and evaluation of 
remediation programs.  The Code further requires that the Board annually 
report its analysis of the data submitted and a statewide assessment of 
remediation programs, with any recommendations, to the Governor and the 
General Assembly. 
 

Regulations for State-Funded Remedial Programs 
 
Background 
 
Section 22.1-199.2 of the Code required the Board of Education to promulgate 
regulations establishing standards for remediation programs that receive state 
funding, without regard to state funding designations.  After Board approval on 
January 14, 2003, regulation 8 VAC 20-630 was placed in the Virginia Register of 
Regulations on February 25, 2003, and became effective on March 28, 2003. 

 
Regulation 8 VAC 20-630, Appendix B, institutes a maximum pupil-teacher 
ratio for state-funded summer remedial programs; requires school divisions to 
submit a remediation plan, record and report specified data pertaining to their 
state-funded remedial programs, maintain an individual student record 
indicating the student’s expected remediation goal, and annually evaluate the 
success of those programs; and provides standards for state-funded remedial 
programs.  
 
Language contained in Item 146.B.13, Chapter 951, 2005 Acts of Assembly,  
states that school divisions may choose to use state payments provided for  
Standards of Quality prevention, intervention, and reremediation in both years 
and for Standards of Learning remediation in the first year as a block grant for 
remediation purposes, without restrictions or reporting requirements, other 
than reporting necessary as a basis for determining funding for the program. 
For the 2004-2005 fiscal year, school divisions choosing to use Standards of 
Quality remediation funds and Standards of Learning remediation funds 
(derived solely from monies carried forward from the 2003-2004 fiscal year) as 
block grants are not subject to restrictions or reporting requirements.  
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Consequently, data for the 2004-2005 fiscal year was not reported for these two 
programs because all school divisions were participating in the block grant 
program.   
 

Description of State-Funded Remedial Program 
  

Standards of Learning Remedial Summer School   
 
The Standards of Quality §22.1-253.13:1 require division superintendents to 
provide a program of prevention, intervention, or remediation that may include 
remedial summer school to students who are educationally at-risk including, 
but not limited to:  
 

a. those who fail to achieve a passing score on any Standards of 
Learning assessment in grades 3 through 8; or 

b. those who fail an end-of-course test required for the award of a 
verified unit of credit required for the student’s graduation. 

 
 

The 2004-2006 appropriation act provides funds to each local school division 
for the operation of programs designed to remediate students who are required 
to attend.  The act requires that students attending these programs not be 
charged tuition and or awarded high school credit. 
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Appendix A 
 

Data Reported by School Division 
Required by 8 VAC 20-630 

 
8-VAC 20-630-50 requires each local division to annually collect and report to the 
Department of Education, online or on forms provided by the Department, the 
following data pertaining to eligible students:  
 

1. The number of students failing a state sponsored test required by the 
Standards of Quality or Standards of Accreditation; 

2. A demographic profile of students attending state-funded remedial 
programs; 

3. The academic status of each student attending state-funded remedial 
programs; 

4. The types of instruction offered; 
5. The length of the program(s); 
6. The cost of the program(s); 
7. The number of disabled students and those with limited English 

proficiency; 
8. As required, the pass rate on Standards of Learning assessments; 

and, 
9. The percentage of students at each grade level who have met their 

remediation goals. 
 
 
Data reported for summer remedial programs held in 2004. 
 
Type of Program(s) Offered in the Summer of 2004 
or in the case of year-round schools (2004-2005) 
 

Percentage of Localities 
 

 
An integrated summer remedial program in K-5 or 
intercession program in the case of year-round schools 
(2004-2005) 

 
86% 

 
A summer remedial program or intercession program in 
the case of year-round schools (2004-2005) in one or 
more content areas grades K-8 

 
94% 

 
 

 
A summer remedial program or intercession program in 
the case of year-round schools (2004-2005) in one or 
more content areas for secondary programs 

 
95% 
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Demographic Profile 
 
A demographic profile of the students 
who attended remedial programs in 
2004 or in the case of year-round 
schools (2004-2005) 
 

Total Number 
 
Male 
 
Female 
 
Unspecified  
 
American/Indian Alaska Native 
 
Asian/Pacific Islander 
 
Black or African American, not 
of Hispanic origin 
 
Hispanic 
 
White, not of Hispanic origin 

Number Reported 
 
 
 
 
 
 

106,441 
 

57,688 
 

48,753 
 

1,755 
 

404 
 

4,888 
 

47,354 
 
 

12,380 
 

39,660 
 

Percent of Total 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

55% 
 

45% 
 

1% 
 

<1% 
 

5% 
 

45% 
 
 

12% 
 

37% 

 
The number of students who attended 
remedial programs in 2004 or in the 
case of year-round schools (2004-
2005) and who failed a state sponsored 
test required by the Standards of 
Quality or Standards of Accreditation  
 
Kindergarten-8th Grade 

 
Grades 9-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31,058 
 

5,954 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29% 
 

6% 

 
The academic status of each student is 
defined as students who attended 
remedial programs in 2004 or in the 
case of year-round schools (2004-
2005) and who were retained in 2003-
2004 
 
 

 
10,071 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9% 
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The number of disabled students and 
those with limited English proficiency    
who attended remedial programs in 
2004 or in the case of year-round 
schools (2004-2005) 
 

      Disabled Students 
 
      Limited English Proficiency 

 
Number Reported 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

15,096 
 

11,480 

 
Percent of Total 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

14% 
 

10% 
 

 
Benchmark and Goal Attainment 
The percentage of students who 
attended remedial summer school 
in 2004 at each grade level who 
have met their remediation goals*     

English Math Science Social 
Studies 

    K 99% 99% 99% 99% 

1 99% 99% 99% 99% 

2 99% 99% 99% 99% 

3 98% 99% 99% 99% 

4 98% 97% 99% 99% 

5 99% 99% 99% 99% 

6 99% 99% 99% 99% 

7 99% 99% 99% 99% 

8 99% 98% 99% 99% 

9-12 98% 98% 97% 97% 

*8 VAC 20-630-30 requires each local school division to record, for each eligible student attending a state-
funded remedial program: (i) the state or local criteria used to determine eligibility; (ii) the expected 
remediation goal for the student in terms of a target score on a locally designed or selected test which 
measures the SOL content being remediated; and (iii) whether the student did or did not meet the expected 
remediation goal.   This percentage reflects the number of students who met their remediation goal, 
including the SOL assessment, if appropriate. 
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Cost of Program 
 
The cost of the program(s) for remedial 
programs in 2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cost per pupil:  $378 

 
 
State Funds 
Expended 
 
Non-State Funds  
Expended 
 
Total 

 
 
 

$22,175,640 
 
 

$18,112,815 
 

$40,288,455 
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Appendix B 
 

Standards for State-Funded Remedial Programs 
8 VAC 20-630 

8 VAC 20-630-10   Definitions. 
 
The following words and terms when used in this regulation, shall have the 
following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
“Eligible students” are those students who meet either (i) the criteria identifying 
students who are educationally at risk which has been established by the local 
school board, or (ii) the state criteria identifying students who are educationally at 
risk as specified in §22.1 -253.13:1. 
“Regular instructional day” means the length of the school day in which 
instruction is provided for all children, but excluding before and after school 
programs for state-funded remedial programs. 
“Regular school year” means the period of time during which the local school 
division provides instruction to meet the Standards of Quality, exclusive of 
summer school, Saturday sessions, or intercession periods. 
“State-funded remedial programs” include those programs defined in the local 
school division’s remediation plan which serve eligible students from state 
funding sources. 
 
8 VAC 20-630-20   Remediation plan development and approval. 
 
Each local school division shall develop a remediation plan designed to 
strengthen and improve the academic achievement of eligible students.  Local 
school divisions sha ll submit these plans at a time to be determined by the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction for approval by the Board of Education.  
Following approval of the plan, each local school division shall submit a budget 
for the remediation plan that identifies the sources of state funds in the plan. 

8 VAC 20-630-30  Individual student record. 

Each local school division shall record, for each eligible student attending a state-
funded remedial program: (i) the state or local criteria used to determine 
eligibility; (ii) the expected remediation goal for the student in terms of a target 
score on a locally designed or selected test which measures the SOL content 
being remediated; and (iii) whether the student did or did not meet the expected 
remediation goal.   
 
8 VAC 20-630-40    Program evaluation. 
 
Each local school division shall annually evaluate and modify, as appropriate, 
their remediation plan based on an analysis of the percentage of students 
meeting their remediation goals. The pass rate on the Standards of Learning 
assessments shall also be a measure of the effectiveness of the remedial 
program.  
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8 VAC 20-630-50    Reporting requirements. 
 
Annually, each local school division shall collect and report to the Department of 
Education, online or on forms provided by the Department, the following data 
pertaining to eligible students:  
 

1. The number of students failing a state sponsored test required by the 
Standards of Quality or Standards of Accreditation; 

2. A demographic profile of students attending state-funded remedial 
programs; 

3. The academic status of each student attending state-funded remedial 
programs; 

4. The types of instruction offered; 
5. The length of the program(s); 
6. The cost of the program(s); 
7. The number of ungraded and disabled students, and those with limited 

English proficiency; 
8. As required, the pass rate on Standards of Learning assessments; and  
9. The percentage of students at each grade level who have met their 

remediation goals. 
 
8 VAC 20-630-60   Teacher qualifications and staffing ratios. 
   
Each local school division implementing a state -funded remedial summer school 
program shall provide a minimum of 20 hours of instruction per subject, exclusive 
of field trips, assemblies, recreational activities, lunch or post-program testing 
time.  
 
For state-funded remedial summer school programs in grades K-5 that offer an 
integrated curriculum, a minimum of 40 hours of instruction shall be required.  
 
The pupil-teacher ratios for state-funded summer remedial programs shall not 
exceed 18:1.  
 
Individuals who provide instruction in the state-funded remedial programs shall 
be licensed to teach in Virginia or work under the direct supervision of an 
individual who is licensed to teach in Virginia; be qualified to provide instruction in 
the area to be remediated; and be trained in remediation techniques.  
 
8 VAC 20-630-70   Transportation formula. 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of the state’s Appropriation Act, funding for 
transportation services provided for students who are required to attend state-
funded remedial programs outside the regular instructional day shall be based on 
a per pupil per day cost multiplied by the number of student days the program 
operates (i.e., the number of instructional days the state -funded remedial 
programs are offered multiplied by the number of students who attend the state-
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funded remedial programs).  The per pupil per day cost shall be based on the 
latest prevailing cost data used to fund pupil transportation through the 
Standards of Quality.   
 
For state-funded remedial programs that operate on days that are in addition to 
the regular school year, 100 percent of the per pupil per day cost shall be used in 
the formula.  For state-funded remedial programs that begin before or end after 
the regular instructional day, 50 percent of the per pupil per day cost shall be 
used in the formula.  The state share of the payment shall be based on the 
composite index. 
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Appendix C 
 

FY 2005 Remedial Summer School Payment 
Summer 2004 

 
First & Final Payment 

Code Division Remedial Summer School Payment 
001 Accomack                                      47,862  
002 Albemarle                                    143,650  
003 Alleghany                                      12,669  
004 Amelia                                      37,944  
005 Amherst                                      70,021  
006 Appomattox                                      77,735  
007 Arlington                                    270,788  
008 Augusta                                    172,909  
009 Bath                                        3,116  
010 Bedford County                                    226,447  
011 Bland                                      11,721  
012 Botetourt                                      30,241  
013 Brunswick                                    213,506  
014 Buchanan                                      70,158  
015 Buckingham                                      68,438  
016 Campbell                                    214,906  
017 Caroline                                    127,787  
018 Carroll                                    106,651  
019 Charles City                                      26,673  
020 Charlotte                                      59,159  
021 Chesterfield                                 1,164,790  
022 Clarke                                      28,773  
023 Craig                                      22,722  
024 Culpeper                                      45,985  
025 Cumberland                                      56,315  
026 Dickenson                                      19,115  
027 Dinwiddie                                    141,674  
028 Essex                                      44,049  
029 Fairfax County                                    453,903  
030 Fauquier                                      78,843  
031 Floyd                                      21,799  
032 Fluvanna                                      56,466  
033 Franklin County                                    155,532  
034 Frederick                                               -    



 
 

 2

VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION 

035 Giles                                      30,290  
036 Gloucester                                      75,424  
037 Goochland                                        8,740  
038 Grayson                                      46,196  
039 Greene                                      84,758  
040 Greensville                                    128,588  
041 Halifax                                    193,137  
042 Hanover                                    174,523  
043 Henrico                                    651,350  
044 Henry                                    125,370  
045 Highland                                        2,549  
046 Isle of Wight                                      91,763  
047 James City                                    180,203  
048 King George                                      22,504  
049 King and Queen                                      26,933  
050 King William                                      38,391  
051 Lancaster                                      21,026  
052 Lee                                        2,169  
053 Loudoun                                               -    
054 Louisa                                      78,912  
055 Lunenburg                                      49,598  
056 Madison                                      64,423  
057 Mathews                                      17,849  
058 Mecklenburg                                    121,522  
059 Middlesex                                        9,870  
060 Montgomery                                    184,976  
062 Nelson                                      44,203  
063 New Kent                                      37,174  
065 Northampton                                      42,614  
066 Northumberland                                      35,814  
067 Nottoway                                      88,300  
068 Orange                                      81,012  
069 Page                                      69,204  
070 Patrick                                    118,312  
071 Pittsylvania                                    206,555  
072 Powhatan                                      50,996  
073 Prince Edward                                      82,759  
074 Prince George                                      66,628  
075 Prince William                                 1,377,382  
077 Pulaski                                    116,592  
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078 Rappahannock                                        4,940  
079 Richmond County                                      37,000  
080 Roanoke County                                    126,254  
081 Rockbridge                                      24,173  
082 Rockingham                                    299,397  
083 Russell                                      47,620  
084 Scott                                    119,253  
085 Shenandoah                                    214,531  
086 Smyth                                      24,693  
087 Southampton                                    121,992  
088 Spotsylvania                                    204,417  
089 Stafford                                    739,672  
090 Surry                                      13,224  
091 Sussex                                      85,594  
092 Tazewell                                    239,021  
093 Warren                                      56,702  
094 Washington                                    129,647  
095 Westmoreland                                      50,646  
096 Wise                                      89,890  
097 Wythe                                      57,051  
098 York                                      84,586  
101 Alexandria                                    175,028  
102 Bristol                                      45,970  
103 Buena Vista                                        3,501  
104 Charlottesville                                      43,152  
106 Colonial Heights                                      30,090  
107 Covington                                      20,351  
108 Danville                                    364,663  
109 Falls Church                                      15,428  
110 Fredericksburg                                      48,711  
111 Galax                                      33,399  
112 Hampton                                    694,590  
113 Harrisonburg                                    134,660  
114 Hopewell                                      92,527  
115 Lynchburg                                    125,905  
116 Martinsville                                               -    
117 Newport News                                 1,167,295  
118 Norfolk                                 1,349,243  
119 Norton                                      12,769  
120 Petersburg                                    195,403  
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121 Portsmouth                                    459,606  
122 Radford                                      11,672  
123 Richmond City                                 1,153,721  
124 Roanoke City                                    330,754  
126 Staunton                                      71,338  
127 Suffolk                                    373,089  
128 Virginia Beach                                 1,019,942  
130 Waynesboro                                      75,063  
131 Williamsburg                                      10,564  
132 Winchester                                    123,515  
134 Fairfax City                                                -    
135 Franklin City                                    121,254  
136 Chesapeake                                 1,317,511  
137 Lexington                                      17,725  
138 Emporia                                               -    
139 Salem                                      80,369  
140 Bedford City                                               -    
142 Poquoson                                      27,952  
143 Manassas City                                    141,708  
144 Manassas Park                                    110,806  
202 Colonial Beach                                      31,641  
207 West Point                                      40,092  

                                 
 Total 21,972,266 
 
Frederick County Public Schools, Loudoun County Public Schools, and Martinsville City Public 
Schools did not offer a summer remedial program in 2004.  Fairfax City Public Schools offered a 
program through Fairfax County Public Schools.  Emporia is included in the report for Greensville 
County Public Schools.  Bedford City is included in Bedford County Public Schools. 
 
 



 

Board of Education Agenda Item 
 
Item:                                  G.                              Date:    January 11, 2006       
 
 
Topic:  First Review of a Proposal to Revise the Accreditation Guidelines to Clarify the 

Pass Rates Required for the New Reading and Mathematics Tests at Grades 4, 6, and 7 
in the 2006-2007 Accreditation Ratings 
 
 

Presenter: Mrs. Shelley Loving-Ryder, Assistant Superintendent for Assessment and Reporting 
 
Telephone Number: 804-225-2102 E-Mail Address: Shelley.Loving-Ryder@doe.virginia.gov 
 

Origin:  

____ Topic presented for information only (no board action required)  

   x    Board review required by 
____ State or federal law or regulation 
   x    Board of Education regulation 
____ Other:  Previous Board Resolution   

       Action requested at this meeting  

___ Action requested at future meeting: Final Review February 15, 2006 

 

Previous Review/Action: 

____ No previous board review/action 

   x    Previous review/action 
date: November 20, 2000   
action: Adoption of Existing Guidelines      

 
Background Information: 
In the 2005-2006 school year new tests in reading and mathematics are being administered in 
grades 4, 6, and 7 to meet the requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.   As 
the current Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia do not 
specifically address the calculation of accreditation ratings using these tests, clarification as to 
the pass rates that are required for full accreditation is needed.   
 
The Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia require each 
public school to be accredited based primarily on the performance of students on the Standards 
of Learning tests or additional tests approved by the Virginia Board of Education. 



(8 VAC 20-131-280.C.1)  Each school shall be accredited based, primarily, on achievement of 
the criteria established in 8 VAC 20-131-30 as specified below: 
 
 1. All students enrolled in a grade or course in which a SOL test is administered shall 

take each applicable SOL test unless exempted from participating in all or part of the 
testing program by one of the following: 

 
a. IEP Team; 
b. LEP committee; 
c. Use of additional tests for verified credit as outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-110.B.; 
d. In accordance with 8 VAC 20-131-30. B. 

 
(8 VAC 20-131-280.C.2)  In a manner prescribed by the Board, the evaluation of the 
performance of schools shall take into consideration the percentage of eligible students who 
achieve a passing score on the prescribed SOL tests…. 
 
The Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia differentiate the pass rates required for 
full accreditation for the grade 3 and grade 5 English tests as 75% and the grade 3 history/social 
science and science tests as 50%. The pass rate required for full accreditation for all other 
content areas is 70%. 
 
(8 VAC 20-131-300 Section C) A school will be rated Fully Accredited when its eligible 
students meet the pass rate of 70% in each of the four content areas except, effective with ratings 
earned in the 2003-2004 academic year and beyond, the pass rates required shall be 75% in third 
and fifth grade English and 50% in third grade science and history/social science. In schools 
housing grades kindergarten through grade five, the English and mathematics pass rates for 
accreditation purposes shall be calculated for these grades as single pass rates by combining the 
scores of all grades three and five SOL tests administered in English and by combining the 
scores of all grades three and five SOL tests administered in mathematics.  
 
 
Summary of Major Elements: 
The Board of Education is asked to approve revisions to the Guidelines Governing Regulations 
Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia that 1) clarify that the scores 
of students who take reading and mathematics tests in grades 4, 6, and 7 are to be included in the 
accreditation rating of the school in which they took the test, and 2) specify the pass rates that 
are to be applied to accreditation ratings including results from these tests. 
 
Based on the statement in the Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia (8 VAC 20-
131-300.C.) that “a school will be rated Fully Accredited when its eligible students meet the pass 
rate of 70%…,” the pass rates required for the reading and mathematics tests in grades 4, 6, and 
7 for full accreditation would be 70%.  Alternatively, in schools that include students who have 
taken a third- or fifth-grade reading test as well as those who have taken a reading test in grades 
4, 6, or 7, the scores of all English tests taken in the school may be combined and the resulting 
pass rate tested against the 75% benchmark. The proposed additions to the accreditation 
guidelines, which are attached, would apply only to the 2006-2007 accreditation ratings based on 



the test results from the 2005-2006 school year. 
   
Superintendent's Recommendation: 
The Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education accept 
on first review the proposed clarification in calculating the 2006-2007 accreditation ratings. The 
pass rates required for the reading and mathematics tests in grades 4, 6, and 7 for full 
accreditation will be 70%.  Alternatively, in schools that include students who have taken a 
third-or fifth-grade reading test as well as those who have taken a reading test in grades 4, 6, or 
7, the scores of all English tests taken in the school may be combined and the resulting pass rate 
tested against the 75% benchmark.  
 
Impact on Resources: 
The resources needed to modify the computer programs used to calculate accreditation ratings may 
be absorbed by existing resources at this time.  
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action:  
Final approval will be requested at the February 15, 2006, Board of Education meeting. 
 
 



Proposed Additions to the Guidelines Governing Regulations Establishing Standards for 
Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia 

 
 

Standard 8 VAC 20-131-300.  Application of the standards. 
 
Section C. Accreditation ratings defined. 
 
1. Fully accredited. 

a. A school will be rated Fully Accredited when its eligible students meet the pass rate of 
70% in each of the four content areas except, effective with ratings earned in the 2003-2004 
academic year and beyond, the pass rates required shall be 75% in third- and fifth-grade 
English and 50% in third grade science and history/social science.  In schools housing 
grades kindergarten through grade five, the English and mathematics pass rates for 
accreditation purposes shall be calculated for these grades as single pass rates by combining 
the scores of all grades three and five SOL tests administered in English and by combining 
the scores of all grades three and five SOL tests administered in mathematics. 

 
Guidelines: 
Scores from the reading and mathematics tests administered in grades 4, 6, and 7 will be 
included in the accreditation ratings of schools administering these tests.  The pass rates required 
for these tests for full accreditation will be 70%.  Alternatively, full accreditation may be 
achieved by combining the scores for the reading tests in grades 4, 6, and 7 with the scores for 
the reading tests at grades 3 and 5 and the writing test at grade 5 if the resulting combined pass 
rate meets or exceeds the 75% pass rate required for third- and fifth-grade English. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC HEARING:

Proposed Fine Arts Standards of Learning

On October 26,2005, the Virginia Board of Education accepted for first review
the proposed Fine Arts Standards of Learning. The proposed revisions were
distributed to local school officials and other interested persons and organizations
for review and comment.

An important part of this review process for the Fine Arts Standards of Learning
is the solicitation of comments from classroom teachers, administrators,
curriculum supervisors, fine arts educators, and anyone else who has worked with
the current standards.

In addition to the hearing on January 11, a hearing will be held on January 26,
2006, at Galax High School, 200 Maroon Tide Drive, Galax, VA 24333. The
hearing will begin at 7 p.m. Registration of speakers will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Comments will be received until February 6,2006.

Guidelines for speakers attending the public hearing:

Speakers will be recognized in the order in which they registered on the sign-up
sheet. Each speaker is limited to three minutes.
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